
 

Marine Jesus – “He is with you always, just like your rifle.” 
Semper Fi! – “Always Faithful!” To be a Marine means a daily commitment to live up to the highest 

standards. Being a Marine means to be ever accountable to the Warrior Ethos which adheres to these 
fundamental truths: character counts, honesty is incorruptible, and integrity means everything. 

We need our Christian commitment to be more “Marine like” than what our culture has made Christian 
men to be. Jesus modeled a warrior like character. When we discover his true character, we uncover the 

real Jesus. A true knowledge of Jesus is our greatest need and our greatest happiness. 
This study will help us be the men God designed us to be – men willing to initiate, take responsibility, and 

to fight for a cause greater than ourselves. Semper Fi! 
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Bible Verses:  John 1:43-50; I Corinthians 11:7-9; Genesis 3:12, 13; Job 
9:14-20; 24:22-25; Micah 6:6-8; Romans 5:12 
Music: Mahalia Jackson "Were You There When They Crucified My 
Lord?" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ji7eP7k8cA 

Resources: Beautiful Outlaw – Experiencing the Playful, Disruptive, Extravagant 
Personality of Jesus by John Eldredge. 
Video: The Day the Marines Helped US  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2tJRPjUS9E 

 
Marine Jesus: A Rich Personality – John 1:43-50 
To hear the tone of Jesus’ voice means everything!  

1. First Time Meeting → These guys are meeting Jesus for the first time. Jesus knows what is about to unfold, all that these men will be swept up into—
feeding the five thousand, commanding the storm to cease, raising Lazarus from the dead.  

2. Easily Impressed → Jesus responds to Nathanael’s acknowledgement “You are the son of God, the King of Israel” with a kind of raised eyebrow and 
a suppressed smile on his face.  

3. “The Best is Yet to Come” → Jesus knew what Nathanael was about to behold. He has to chuckle just a bit when he says, “Oh, … you’ll see greater 
things than that.”  

 
Marine Jesus: Act Like a Man! 

1. INITIATE! → Men initiate, women respond. Briefly, biblical support for this position is found, among other passages, in the creation order in Genesis 
2, in I Corinthians 11:7-9, and Ephesians 5. To initiate is to be wise about setting a pattern that will serve you well in all areas of your life. Areas to 
initiate growth in are physical, emotional, relational, and spiritual.  

2. TAKE RESPONSIBILITY! → Stop the blame game and find power in personal responsibility (Gen. 3:12, 13). Live in reality. Own your part.  See Job 
9:14-20; 24:22-25; Micah 6:6-8; Proverbs 26:11; Luke 14;26, 27.  

3. FIGHT! = A Man knows he must fight—life is a life and death matter (Romans 5:12) You are good at sin! = Seven deadly sins: envy, greed, lust, anger, 
sloth, gluttony, and pride. The longer creation exists in a state of separation from God, the effects of that separation become more and more clear.  

4. LIFE IS HARD! → In the Christmas story, we know that Jesus was born of a virgin, miraculously impregnated by the Holy Ghost. Today the birth of 
Jesus and modern Christmas messages have taken us far away from the reality of the first Christmas. They show a serene scene of angels and 
shepherds, but the account of the first Christmas as told in the Gospels is not peaceful or serene at all.  

5. YOU’RE NOT THAT IMPORTANT! →  While Jesus' genealogy is long and even includes royalty, Jesus Himself is seen as just an ordinary man by the 
people of His day. Even the name Jesus is a common name for boys at that time, a fact which must have grated on the nerves of the high Jews.  

6. A PERSONAL INTENSITY! → Jesus was eager for challenges and undistracted by personal issues.  On the outside we wear our camouflage well, but 
on the inside, deep within our souls, we realize life is conflict!       A man must have a personal intensity & integrity that drives his mission! 

 
ACTION: Journal This!  

1. When was the 1st time you remember truly understanding who Jesus is?  
2. When have you seen Jesus work—you were impressed that only Jesus could do this?  
3. What do you want Jesus to do in the future – for you or another person?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.menstable.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ji7eP7k8cA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2tJRPjUS9E


 
“Were You There When They Crucified My Lord” – By Mahalia Jackson 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

 
Were you there when he rose out from the tomb?  
Were you there when he rose out from the tomb?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when he rose out from the tomb?  

 
 

Bible Verses – The Message 

John 1:43-50 -  43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. When he got 
there, he ran across Philip and said, "Come, follow me." 44 (Philip's 
hometown was Bethsaida, the same as Andrew and Peter.) 45 Philip went 
and found Nathanael and told him, "We've found the One Moses wrote of in 
the Law, the One preached by the prophets. It's Jesus, Joseph's son, the one 
from Nazareth!" 46 Nathanael said, "Nazareth? You've got to be kidding." But 
Philip said, "Come, see for yourself." 47 When Jesus saw him coming he said, 
"There's a real Israelite, not a false bone in his body." 48 Nathanael said, 
"Where did you get that idea? You don't know me." Jesus answered, "One 
day, long before Philip called you here, I saw you under the fig 
tree." 49 Nathanael exclaimed, "Rabbi! You are the Son of God, the King of 
Israel!" 50 Jesus said, "You've become a believer simply because I say I saw 
you one day sitting under the fig tree? You haven't seen anything yet! 
 
I Corinthians 11:7-9 - 7 men and women, who far too often butt heads with 
each other, submit their "heads" to the Head: God. 8 9 
 
Genesis 3:12, 13 - 12 The Man said, "The Woman you gave me as a 
companion, she gave me fruit from the tree, and, yes, I ate it." 13 God said to 
the Woman, "What is this that you've done?" "The serpent seduced me," she 
said, "and I ate." 
 
Job 9:14-20; 14 "So how could I ever argue with him, construct a defense that 
would influence God? 15 Even though I'm innocent I could never prove it; I 
can only throw myself on the Judge's mercy. 16 If I called on God and he 
himself answered me, then, and only then, would I believe that he'd heard 
me. 17 As it is, he knocks me about from pillar to post, beating me up, black 
and blue, for no good reason. 18 He won't even let me catch my breath, piles 
bitterness upon bitterness. 19 If it's a question of who's stronger, he wins, 
hands down! If it's a question of justice, who'll serve him the 
subpoena? 20 Even though innocent, anything I say incriminates me; 
blameless as I am, my defense just makes me sound worse. If God's Not 
Responsible, Who Is? 
 

Job 24:22-25 -  22 However much they strut and flex their muscles, 
there's nothing to them. They're hollow. 23 They may have an illusion 
of security, but God has his eye on them. 24 They may get their brief 
successes, but then it's over, nothing to show for it. Like yesterday's 
newspaper, they're used to wrap up the garbage. 25 You're free to try 
to prove me a liar, but you won't be able to do it." 
 
Micah 6:6-8 - 6 How can I stand up before God and show proper 
respect to the high God? Should I bring an armload of offerings topped 
off with yearling calves? 7 Would God be impressed with thousands of 
rams, with buckets and barrels of olive oil? Would he be moved if I 
sacrificed my firstborn child, my precious baby, to cancel my sin? 8 But 
he's already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking 
for in men and women. It's quite simple: Do what is fair and just to 
your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, And don't 
take yourself too seriously - take God seriously. 
 
Romans 5:12 -  12 You know the story of how Adam landed us in the 
dilemma we're in - first sin, then death, and no one exempt from 
either sin or death. 
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