
  

Joshua – Take the Land – Be the Man 
The Book of Joshua is the book of conquest. The battlefield is Canaan, and it is where God keeps His 
promise that He made with Abraham. In this study, we will use the land possessed by Joshua and the 

People of Israel as a metaphor to understand how we take possession of what it means to be a Christian 
man. We will exam 10 issues that men face every day.  Every day is a battle to be fought. You must fight! 

Will you? 
 

A Man will fight for what God promised. 
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Bible Verses: Joshua 1:1-18; Joshua 24:15; Joshua 9:1-27; Proverbs 3:5-
6; II Corinthians 1:3-11 
Videos: A Beautiful Mind - Nash's Pen Ceremony 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86CKsczBdu0 

Resources: Joshua and the Flow of Biblical History by Francis A. Schaeffer. 
The Christian Man – A Conversation About the 10 Issues Men Say Matter Most 
by Patrick Morley. 
Music: John Michael Montgomery -Letter From Home 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4lN7ox5XPZY 

 
JOSHUA: SEEK GOD’S COUNSEL! – Joshua 9:1-27.  

1. ____________________ → The Israelites were deceived because they “did not ask counsel from the Lord” (Josh. 9:14). Trusting our own wisdom is 
always foolish (Prov. 3:5–6). 

2. ___________________ →  However, when the Israelites uncovered the ruse, Joshua and the Israelite leaders did not break their word to the 
Gibeonites. They understood that we must keep our lawful vows (Deut. 23:21). So, the Gibeonites preserved their lives, but since as residents of 
Canaan they were to be subject to Israel, they were pressed into servanthood (Josh. 9:16–27).  

3. __________________ → The Gibeonites did not deserve to live, but they received grace even though they had deceived God’s people. This grace 
would later bear even more fruit. Eventually, the Gibeonites were fully assimilated into Israel, as seen in their being among the Israelites who rebuilt 
the walls of Jerusalem after the exile (Neh. 3:7).  

 
The Land—Manhood:  Designed for Community.  
God designed us for relational participation. Here are 5 ways community shapes our ability to live out of our True Self (II Corinthians 1:3-11).  

1. ____________________________________ → Community exposes us. It helps us to face the intoxicating temptation of an idealized 
illusion. We fail to account for sin, brokenness, and limitations. Any experience of community will make our self-centered grandiosity quite 
clear.  

2. _______________________ → We must learn how to surrender our souls in faith to the God in who life we participate. We must learn 
True-Self living by living with others who are ahead of us in the journey of faith.   

3. ______________________________ → At the core of community life is bearing one another’s burdens. We engage our suffering without 
becoming overcome by cynicism, sarcasm, despondency, anger, and retaliation.  

4. ____________________________________→ The goal is to live from our hearts, not become moral men or rule followers. We follow our 
hearts rather than simply focusing on how we behave.  

5. ___________________________ → Life is a gift! Humility postures us to receive it. Gratitude is the posture once we have received it.  
 
ACTION: Journal This!  

1. How has living in community changed your life?  
2. How is surrender, vulnerability, and confession a part of living in community?  
3. How have you seen “bearing one another’s burdens” lived out?  

 
"Letters From Home" By John Michael Montgomery 

My dearest son, it's almost June 
I hope this letter catches up with you and finds 

you well 
It's been dry but they're callin' for rain 
And everything's the same ol' same in 

Johnsonville 
Your stubborn ol' daddy ain't said too much 

But I'm sure you know he sends his love 
And she goes on, in a letter from home 

 
[Chorus] 

I hold it up and show my buddies 
Like we ain't scared and our boots ain't muddy 
And they all laugh like there's something funny 
'bout the way I talk, when I say mama sends her 

best ya'll 
I fold it up and put it in my shirt 

Pick up my gun and get back to work 
And it keeps me drivin' on, waitin' on 

Letters from home 
 

My dearest love, it's almost dawn 
I've been lyin' here all night Long, 

Wonderin' where you might be 
I saw your mama and I showed her the ring 

Man on the television said 
Something so I couldn't sleep 

But I'll be alright, I'm just missin' you 
And this is me kissin' you 

X's and O's in a letter from home 
 

[Chorus] 
I hold it up and show my buddies 

Like we ain't scared and our boots ain't muddy 
And they all laugh 'cause she calls me honey 
But they take it hard, 'cause I don't read the 

good parts 
I fold it up and put it in my shirt 

Pick up my gun and get back to work 
And it keeps me drivin' on, waitin' on 

Letters from home 
 

Dear son, I know I ain't written 
And sittin' here tonight alone in the kitchen 

It occurs to me I might not have said it, so I'll say 
it now 

Son, you make me proud 
 

[Chorus] 
I hold it up and show my buddies 

Like we ain't scared and our boots ain't muddy 
But no one laughs ' cause there ain't nothin' 

Funny when a soldier cries, and I just wipe my 
eyes 

I fold it up and put in my shirt 
Pick up my gun and get back to work 
And it keeps me drivin' on, waitin' on, 

Letters from home 
 

 

http://www.menstable.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86CKsczBdu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4lN7ox5XPZY


Bible Verses – The Message 

Joshua 1:1-18 - 1 After the death of Moses the servant of God, God spoke to 
Joshua, Moses' assistant: 2 "Moses my servant is dead. Get going. Cross this 
Jordan River, you and all the people. Cross to the country I'm giving to the 
People of Israel. 3 I'm giving you every square inch of the land you set your 
foot on - just as I promised Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon 
east to the Great River, the Euphrates River - all the Hittite country - and then 
west to the Great Sea. It's all yours. 5 All your life, no one will be able to hold 
out against you. In the same way I was with Moses, I'll be with you. I won't 
give up on you; I won't leave you. 6 Strength! Courage! You are going to lead 
this people to inherit the land that I promised to give their ancestors. 7 Give 
it everything you have, heart and soul. Make sure you carry out The 
Revelation that Moses commanded you, every bit of it. Don't get off track, 
either left or right, so as to make sure you get to where you're going.  
8 And don't for a minute let this Book of The Revelation be out of mind. 
Ponder and meditate on it day and night, making sure you practice 
everything written in it. Then you'll get where you're going; then you'll 
succeed. 9 Haven't I commanded you? Strength! Courage! Don't be timid; 
don't get discouraged. God, your God, is with you every step you take." The 
Taking of the Land 10 Then Joshua gave orders to the people's leaders:  
11 "Go through the camp and give this order to the people: 'Pack your bags. 
In three days you will cross this Jordan River to enter and take the land God, 
your God, is giving you to possess.'" 12 Then Joshua addressed the 
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. He 
said, 13 "Remember what Moses the servant of God commanded you: God, 
your God, gives you rest and he gives you this land. 14 Your wives, your 
children, and your livestock can stay here east of the Jordan, the country 
Moses gave you; but you, tough soldiers all, must cross the River in battle 
formation, leading your brothers, helping them 15 until God, your God, gives 
your brothers a place of rest just as he has done for you. They also will take 
possession of the land that God, your God, is giving them. Then you will be 
free to return to your possession, given to you by Moses the servant of God, 
across the Jordan to the east." 16 They answered Joshua: "Everything you 
commanded us, we'll do. Wherever you send us, we'll go. 17 We obeyed 
Moses to the letter; we'll also obey you - we just pray that God, your God, 
will be with you as he was with Moses. 18 Anyone who questions what you 
say and refuses to obey whatever you command him will be put to death. 
Strength! Courage!" 
Joshua 24:15 - 15 "If you decide that it's a bad thing to worship God, then 
choose a god you'd rather serve - and do it today. Choose one of the gods 
your ancestors worshiped from the country beyond The River, or one of the 
gods of the Amorites, on whose land you're now living. As for me and my 
family, we'll worship God." 
Joshua 9:1-27 - 1 All the kings west of the Jordan in the hills and foothills and 
along the Mediterranean seacoast north toward Lebanon - the Hittites, 
Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, Girgashites, and Jebusites - got the 
news. 2 They came together in a coalition to fight against Joshua and Israel 
under a single command. 3 The people of Gibeon heard what Joshua had 
done to Jericho and Ai 4 and cooked up a ruse. They posed as travelers: their 
donkeys loaded with patched sacks and mended wineskins, 5 threadbare 
sandals on their feet, tattered clothes on their bodies, nothing but dry crusts 
and crumbs for food. 6 They came to Joshua at Gilgal and spoke to the men 
of Israel, "We've come from a far-off country; make a covenant with us."  
7 The men of Israel said to these Hivites, "How do we know you aren't local 
people? How could we then make a covenant with you?" 8 They said to 
Joshua, "We'll be your servants." Joshua said, "Who are you now? Where did 
you come from?" 9 They said, "From a far-off country, very far away. Your 
servants came because we'd heard such great things about God, your God - 
all those things he did in Egypt! 10 And the two Amorite kings across the 
Jordan, King Sihon of Heshbon and King Og of Bashan, who ruled in 
Ashtaroth! 11 Our leaders and everybody else in our country told us, 'Pack up 
some food for the road and go meet them. Tell them, We're your servants; 
make a covenant with us.' 12 "This bread was warm from the oven when we 
packed it and left to come and see you. Now look at it - crusts and crumbs.  

swore to it. 16 And then, three days after making this covenant, they 
learned that they were next-door neighbors who had been living there 
all along! 13 And our cracked and mended wineskins, good as new 
when we filled them. And our clothes and sandals, in tatters from the 
long, hard traveling." 14 The men of Israel looked them over and 
accepted the evidence. But they didn't ask God about it. 15 So Joshua 
made peace with them and formalized it with a covenant to guarantee 
their lives. The leaders of the congregation 17 The People of Israel 
broke camp and set out; three days later they reached their towns - 
Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath Jearim. 18 But the People of 
Israel didn't attack them; the leaders of the congregation had given 
their word before the God of Israel. But the congregation was up in 
arms over their leaders. 19 The leaders were united in their response 
to the congregation: "We promised them in the presence of the God of 
Israel. We can't lay a hand on them now. 20 But we can do this: We 
will let them live so we don't get blamed for breaking our 
promise." 21 Then the leaders continued, "We'll let them live, but they 
will be woodcutters and water carriers for the entire congregation." 
And that's what happened; the leaders' promise was kept. 22 But 
Joshua called the Gibeonites together and said, "Why did you lie to us, 
telling us, 'We live far, far away from you,' when you're our next-door 
neighbors? 23 For that you are cursed. From now on it's menial labor 
for you - woodcutters and water carriers for the house of my 
God." 24 They answered Joshua, "We got the message loud and clear 
that God, your God, commanded through his servant Moses: to give 
you the whole country and destroy everyone living in it. We were 
terrified because of you; that's why we did this. 25 That's it. We're at 
your mercy. Whatever you decide is right for us, do it." 26 And that's 
what they did. Joshua delivered them from the power of the People of 
Israel so they didn't kill them. 27 But he made them woodcutters and 
water carriers for the congregation and for the Altar of God at the 
place God chooses. They still are. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 - 5 Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don't try 
to figure out everything on your own. 6 Listen for God's voice in 
everything you do, everywhere you go; he's the one who will keep you 
on track. 
II Corinthians 1:3 -11 - 3 All praise to the God and Father of our 
Master, Jesus the Messiah! Father of all mercy! God of all healing 
counsel! 4 He comes alongside us when we go through hard times, and 
before you know it, he brings us alongside someone else who is going 
through hard times so that we can be there for that person just as God 
was there for us. 5 We have plenty of hard times that come from 
following the Messiah, but no more so than the good times of his 
healing comfort - we get a full measure of that, too. 6 When we suffer 
for Jesus, it works out for your healing and salvation. If we are treated 
well, given a helping hand and encouraging word, that also works to 
your benefit, spurring you on, face forward, unflinching. Your hard 
times are also our hard times. 7 When we see that you're just as 
willing to endure the hard times as to enjoy the good times, we know 
you're going to make it, no doubt about it. 8 We don't want you in the 
dark, friends, about how hard it was when all this came down on us in 
Asia province. It was so bad we didn't think we were going to make it.  
9 We felt like we'd been sent to death row, that it was all over for us. 
As it turned out, it was the best thing that could have happened. 
Instead of trusting in our own strength or wits to get out of it, we were 
forced to trust God totally - not a bad idea since he's the God who 
raises the dead! 10 And he did it, rescued us from certain doom. And 
he'll do it again, rescuing us as many times as we need 
rescuing. 11 You and your prayers are part of the rescue operation - I 
don't want you in the dark about that either. I can see your faces even 
now, lifted in praise for God's deliverance of us, a rescue in which your 
prayers played such a crucial part. 
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