
  

Joshua – Take the Land – Be the Man 
The Book of Joshua is the book of conquest. The battlefield is Canaan, and it is where God keeps His 
promise that He made with Abraham. In this study, we will use the land possessed by Joshua and the 

People of Israel as a metaphor to understand how we take possession of what it means to be a Christian 
man. We will exam 10 issues that men face every day.  Every day is a battle to be fought. You must fight! 

Will you? 
 

A Man will fight for what God promised. 
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Bible Verses: Joshua 1:1-18; Joshua 24:15; Joshua 8:1-23;Galatians3:9-
14; Job 2:11-13; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12;Proverbs 17:17;Proverbs 
20:6;Proverbs 27:6;Proverbs 27:9;Proverbs 27:17;Galatians 6:1-5 
Videos: I'm Spartacus - Spartacus  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKCmyiljKo0 
 

Resources: Joshua and the Flow of Biblical History by Francis A. Schaeffer. 
The Christian Man – A Conversation About the 10 Issues Men Say Matter Most 
by Patrick Morley. 
Music: Lean on Me - Bill Withers (Lyrics) RIP 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jrlhn1H1EWw 

JOSHUA: Go Back to Ai and Do It God’s Way! – Joshua 8:1-35.  
1. _______________________ → Israel failed in its first attempt to capture the city of Ai because Achan. This put the curse of God on Israel, so Joshua 

put Achan and his family to death in order to remove God’s curse (Josh. 7). That cleared the way for a second attempt at capturing Ai, which the 
Israelites had to destroy in order to make further inroads into the Holy Land. 

2. ______________________________ → The second assault on Ai brought victory. Israel captured and destroyed the city. The Israelites took Ai 
through an elaborate deceit.  

3. _____________________ → God gave a sign to the Israelites that God’s curse was on the Canaanites and that the Lord remained determined to 
expel them from the land, since a body hanged on a tree was cursed by God. Second, it was a warning to any other Canaanites who might have seen 
it that they would meet the same fate if they did not leave the land. It was a reminder to Israel of the severe consequences of resisting the Lord. 
Persistent, impenitent disobedience leads to death whether or not one is part of God’s covenant people. After all, the Israelite Achan, no less than 
the king of Ai, was killed for breaking God’s law. 

4. __________________________ → God will destroy His enemies, and His enemies include those who profess to follow Him and yet do not come to 
saving faith, demonstrating the reality of their faith by obeying the commandments of the Lord. We must possess faith, not merely profess it, and 
we must prove that faith by obeying the Lord lest we end up like Achan or the king of Ai. See Galatians 3:9-14.  

 
The Land—Manhood: Who’s Your Friend? – Proverbs 18:24.  

1. __________________ → They come and sit with you when “hell” comes to your house (Job 2:11-13).  
2. ________________________________→ They will love you and stand with you when you think you deserve to be abandoned (Eccl. 4:9-12; Proverbs 

17:17; 20:6.  
3. ________________________________ → They will intervene when you are headed down the wrong road (Proverbs 27:6, 9).  
4. _______________________ → They will guide you and bring restoration to your life (Proverbs 27:17; Galatians 6:1).  
5. _______________________________________ → They will take a part of your load (Galatians 6:1; 5).  

 
ACTION: Journal This!  

1. Who are your 3?  
2. When did you most recently experience healing love from a brother?  
3. Who needs to hear from you Today?  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Verses – The Message 

Joshua 1:1-18 - 1 After the death of Moses the servant of God, God spoke to 
Joshua, Moses' assistant: 2 "Moses my servant is dead. Get going. Cross this 
Jordan River, you and all the people. Cross to the country I'm giving to the 
People of Israel. 3 I'm giving you every square inch of the land you set your 
foot on - just as I promised Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon 
east to the Great River, the Euphrates River - all the Hittite country - and then 
west to the Great Sea. It's all yours. 5 All your life, no one will be able to hold 
out against you. In the same way I was with Moses, I'll be with you. I won't 
give up on you; I won't leave you. 6 Strength! Courage! You are going to lead 
this people to inherit the land that I promised to give their ancestors. 7 Give 
it everything you have, heart and soul. Make sure you carry out The 
Revelation that Moses commanded you, every bit of it. Don't get off track, 
either left or right, so as to make sure you get to where you're going.  
8 And don't for a minute let this Book of The Revelation be out of mind. 
Ponder and meditate on it day and night, making sure you practice 

Israel. The city was left empty and undefended as they were chasing 
Israel down. 18 Then God spoke to Joshua: "Stretch out the javelin in 
your hand toward Ai - I'm giving it to you." Joshua stretched out the 
javelin in his hand toward Ai. 19 At the signal the men in ambush 
sprang to their feet, ran to the city, took it, and quickly had it up in 
flames. 20 The men of Ai looked back and, oh! saw the city going up in 
smoke. They found themselves trapped with nowhere to run. 21 The 
army on the run toward the wilderness did an about-face - Joshua and 
all Israel, seeing that the ambush had taken the city, saw it going up in 
smoke, turned and attacked the men of Ai. 22 Then the men in the 
ambush poured out of the city. The men of Ai were caught in the 
middle with Israelites on both sides - a real massacre. And not a single 
survivor. 23 Except for the king of Ai; they took him alive and brought 
him to Joshua. 

http://www.menstable.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKCmyiljKo0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jrlhn1H1EWw


everything written in it. Then you'll get where you're going; then you'll 
succeed. 9 Haven't I commanded you? Strength! Courage! Don't be timid; 
don't get discouraged. God, your God, is with you every step you take." The 
Taking of the Land 10 Then Joshua gave orders to the people's leaders:  
11 "Go through the camp and give this order to the people: 'Pack your bags. 
In three days you will cross this Jordan River to enter and take the land God, 
your God, is giving you to possess.'" 12 Then Joshua addressed the 
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. He 
said, 13 "Remember what Moses the servant of God commanded you: God, 
your God, gives you rest and he gives you this land. 14 Your wives, your 
children, and your livestock can stay here east of the Jordan, the country 
Moses gave you; but you, tough soldiers all, must cross the River in battle 
formation, leading your brothers, helping them 15 until God, your God, gives 
your brothers a place of rest just as he has done for you. They also will take 
possession of the land that God, your God, is giving them. Then you will be 
free to return to your possession, given to you by Moses the servant of God, 
across the Jordan to the east." 16 They answered Joshua: "Everything you 
commanded us, we'll do. Wherever you send us, we'll go. 17 We obeyed 
Moses to the letter; we'll also obey you - we just pray that God, your God, 
will be with you as he was with Moses. 18 Anyone who questions what you 
say and refuses to obey whatever you command him will be put to death. 
Strength! Courage!" 
Joshua 24:15 - 15 "If you decide that it's a bad thing to worship God, then 
choose a god you'd rather serve - and do it today. Choose one of the gods 
your ancestors worshiped from the country beyond The River, or one of the 
gods of the Amorites, on whose land you're now living. As for me and my 
family, we'll worship God." 
Joshua 8:1-23 - 1 God said to Joshua, "Don't be timid and don't so much as 
hesitate. Take all your soldiers with you and go back to Ai. I have turned the 
king of Ai over to you - his people, his city, and his land. 2 "Do to Ai and its 
king what you did to Jericho and its king. Only this time you may plunder its 
stuff and cattle to your heart's content. Set an ambush behind the 
city." 3 Joshua and all his soldiers got ready to march on Ai. Joshua chose 
thirty thousand men, tough, seasoned fighters, and sent them off at 
night 4 with these orders: "Look sharp now. Lie in ambush behind the city. 
Get as close as you can. Stay alert. 5 I and the troops with me will approach 
the city head-on. When they come out to meet us just as before, we'll turn 
and run. 6 They'll come after us, leaving the city. As we are off and running, 
they'll say, 'They're running away just like the first time.' 7 That's your signal 
to spring from your ambush and take the city. God, your God, will hand it to 
you on a platter. 8 Once you have the city, burn it down. God says it, you do 
it. Go to it. I've given you your orders." 9 Joshua sent them off. They set their 
ambush and waited between Bethel and Ai, just west of Ai. Joshua spent the 
night with the people. 10 Joshua was up early in the morning and mustered 
his army. He and the leaders of Israel led the troops to Ai. 11 The whole 
army, fighting men all, marched right up within sight of the city and set camp 
on the north side of Ai. There was a valley between them and Ai. 12 He had 
taken about five thousand men and put them in ambush between Bethel and 
Ai, west of the city. 13 They were all deployed, the main army to the north of 
the city and the ambush to the west. Joshua spent the night in the 
valley. 14 So it happened that when the king of Ai saw all this, the men of the 
city lost no time; they were out of there at the crack of dawn to join Israel in 
battle, the king and his troops, at a field en route to the Arabah. The king 
didn't know of the ambush set against him behind the city. 15 Joshua and all 
Israel let themselves be chased; they ran toward the 
wilderness. 16 Everybody in the city was called to the chase. They pursued 
Joshua and were led away from the city. 17 There wasn't a soul left in Ai or 
Bethel who wasn't out there chasing after 

Galatians3:9-14 -  9 So those now who live by faith are blessed along 
with Abraham, who lived by faith - this is no new doctrine! 10 And that 
means that anyone who tries to live by his own effort, independent of 
God, is doomed to failure. Scripture backs this up: "Utterly cursed is 
every person who fails to carry out every detail written in the Book of 
the law." 11 The obvious impossibility of carrying out such a moral 
program should make it plain that no one can sustain a relationship 
with God that way. The person who lives in right relationship with God 
does it by embracing what God arranges for him. Doing things for God 
is the opposite of entering into what God does for you. Habakkuk had 
it right: "The person who believes God, is set right by God - and that's 
the real life." 12 Rule-keeping does not naturally evolve into living by 
faith, but only perpetuates itself in more and more rule-keeping, a fact 
observed in Scripture: "The one who does these things [rule-
keeping]continues to live by them." 13 Christ redeemed us from that 
self-defeating, cursed life by absorbing it completely into himself. Do 
you remember the Scripture that says, "Cursed is everyone who hangs 
on a tree"? That is what happened when Jesus was nailed to the Cross: 
He became a curse, and at the same time dissolved the curse. 14 And 
now, because of that, the air is cleared and we can see that Abraham's 
blessing is present and available for non-Jews, too. We are all able to 
receive God's life, his Spirit, in and with us by believing - just the way 
Abraham received it. 
Job 2:11-13 - 11 Three of Job's friends heard of all the trouble that had 
fallen on him. Each traveled from his own country - Eliphaz from 
Teman, Bildad from Shuhah, Zophar from Naamath - and went 
together to Job to keep him company and comfort him. 12 When they 
first caught sight of him, they couldn't believe what they saw - they 
hardly recognized him! They cried out in lament, ripped their robes, 
and dumped dirt on their heads as a sign of their grief. 13 Then they 
sat with him on the ground. Seven days and nights they sat there 
without saying a word. They could see how rotten he felt, how deeply 
he was suffering. 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 - 9 It's better to have a partner than go it alone. 
Share the work, share the wealth. 10 And if one falls down, the other 
helps, But if there's no one to help, tough! 11 Two in a bed warm each 
other. Alone, you shiver all night. 12 By yourself you're unprotected. 
With a friend you can face the worst. Can you round up a third? A 
three-stranded rope isn't easily snapped. 
Proverbs 17:17 - 17 Friends love through all kinds of weather, and 
families stick together in all kinds of trouble. 
Proverbs 20:6 - 6 Lots of people claim to be loyal and loving, but 
where on earth can you find one? 
Proverbs 27:6 - 6 The wounds from a lover are worth it; kisses from an 
enemy do you in. 
Proverbs 27:9 - 9 Just as lotions and fragrance give sensual delight, a 
sweet friendship refreshes the soul. 
Proverbs 27:17 - 17 You use steel to sharpen steel, and one friend 
sharpens another. 
Galatians 6:1-5 - 1 Live creatively, friends. If someone falls into sin, 
forgivingly restore him, saving your critical comments for yourself. You 
might be needing forgiveness before the day's out. 2 Stoop down and 
reach out to those who are oppressed. Share their burdens, and so 
complete Christ's law. 3 If you think you are too good for that, you are 
badly deceived. 4 Make a careful exploration of who you are and the 
work you have been given, and then sink yourself into that. Don't be 
impressed with yourself. Don't compare yourself with others. 5 Each of 
you must take responsibility for doing the creative best you can with 
your own life. 
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