
  

Joshua – Take the Land – Be the Man 
The Book of Joshua is the book of conquest. The battlefield is Canaan, and it is where God keeps His 
promise that He made with Abraham. In this study, we will use the land possessed by Joshua and the 

People of Israel as a metaphor to understand how we take possession of what it means to be a Christian 
man. We will exam 10 issues that men face every day.  Every day is a battle to be fought. You must fight! 

Will you? 
 

A Man will fight for what God promised. 
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Bible Verses: Joshua 24:15; Joshua 22:5 
Videos: Patton - "I'm proud of these men" 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IIFICRj01Mc  
"Business as Ministry"- Discussion with Dallas Willard  
Biola University Lecture Series 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86m62paYIQQ&t=210s 

Resources: Joshua and the Flow of Biblical History by Francis A. Schaeffer. 

The Christian Man – A Conversation About the 10 Issues Men Say Matter Most by 
Patrick Morley. 
Music: Lauren Daigle - Hold On To Me 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1EwKwayzLM 

Joshua – Hold Fast – Love, Walk, Keep, Cling, Serve & Lead! 

• Joshua uttered these famous words, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (24:15). 

• It is a powerful and noble declaration. 

• What it means, however, is not always so obvious. 

• To know how Joshua intended to serve God, we must take a look at Joshua’s theology, and there is no better place to do that than 
in Joshua 22:5. 

• If you want to be one of those who can stand with Joshua and declare your service to God, you will first have to know what Joshua 
means by the verbs that precede serving. 

 
Love—The First & Greatest Command! 

1. _________________________→ Love the Lord your God.  The Hebrew is ahav. Ahav expresses a passionate desire to be fully united with 
another in every aspect of living, both inwardly and outwardly.   

2. _______________________→Consequently, it has both emotional and behavioral results.  Ahav demands the full use of all of our energy 
and faculties 

3. _______________________________________ → It is a verb that is only found in relationship, whether between two people or in 
community.  Its direction is always toward another, expressed in real actions, not merely feelings. It is intentional benevolence on behalf 
of another person. 

4. _____________________→ When Joshua exhorts his listeners to love the Lord, he is not encouraging private, inward sentiment.  He 
knows that ahav means action – toward God and toward God’s people. It is impossible to love God and mistreat His community. To 
withhold from another follower any action or affection that would be appropriate for service and worship of God is to deny your love of 
Him.   

5. ______________________→ Stop claiming that we love God if we are not exhibiting acts of grace, compassion, benevolence, forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and restitution. We must re-examine our lives for those seeds of hypocrisy; the discrepancies between our behavior and 
our proclamations. 

 
Hold Fast – Love, Walk, Keep, Cling, Serve & Lead! 

1. _________________ → The Hebrew culture considered the word for walk (yalak) as a metaphor for an approach and attitude toward 
life.  We don’t think about our spiritual lives as pathways of emotions. In churchianity we often get stuck at the rational rest stop, exercising 
our minds with theological arguments and doctrinal debates. But that’s not how we live, is it?  Life comes with fear, joy, grief, sorrow, 
excitement, gladness, hope, discouragement, gloom and dozens of other emotional iterations.  If your walk can’t handle these ups and 
downs, then you are in for some really treacherous times. What we need more than anything is a theology of emotions. 

2. _______________ → The Hebrew is shamar. Shamar can also be translated “to preserve, to guard, to carefully watch over and to pay 
regard to.”  Behind each one of these possible translations is the question, “Why?”. I am not inclined to complete the action required 
by shamar unless I am motivated by something more compelling than compliance.  When it comes to God’s commandments, the purpose 
of shamar is fellowship with Him.  Jesus said it best:  “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 

3. ____________________→ The Hebrew word is davaq translated hold fast to describe the necessary sticking ability between us and God. 
The first time we see this word sets the stage for all the rest of the occurrences. It shows up in Genesis 2:24 – a fairly significant passage 
for most human beings. It’s about glue.  “Cling to” your spouse.  In particular, husbands are to cling to their wives. I hope you noticed that 
the focus of attention is on the sticking ability of the husband. That should tell you something about male temptations. God remains 
faithful throughout. This seems especially appropriate in our contemporary view of serial marriage (one partner after another). Too often 
the glue is dissolved with an application of male adultery including pornography.  Of course, the actual dissolution began a long time 
before the final separation. He does not waver or falter but remains the faithful partner in spite of all our struggles.  

4. __________________________ → Finally!  Serve.  Hebrew is avadh. Serve comes last on the list. Serve is not the priority in Joshua’s 
theology. When these things are in order, then I am ready for avadh. Oh, yes, and by the way, avadh is a word for serve and for work and 
for worship. Perhaps we need to reconsider our orientation toward serve, work and worship.  We tend to think of these as separate and 
unrelated aspects of life.  I serve in the church, I work on the job and I worship on Sunday. Three different functions not necessarily 
connected. But that’s not how Joshua sees it. For him, serving is working is worshiping. Every aspect of life, whether at home, on the job, 
or in the church, is all just an extension of the marriage contract with the Holy One of Israel. I am just as much at worship on Monday as I 
am on Sunday.  My work is my serving (or it’s supposed to be), and all of it is an act of worship.  

 

 

http://www.menstable.com/


ACTION: Journal This!  
1. Where are you? 
2. How are you loving, walking, keeping, clinging, and serving? 
3. What is your “theology”? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Verses – The Message 

Joshua 24:15 - 15 "If you decide that it's a bad thing to worship God, then 
choose a god you'd rather serve - and do it today. Choose one of the gods 
your ancestors worshiped from the country beyond The River, or one of the 
gods of the Amorites, on whose land you're now living. As for me and my 
family, we'll worship God." 

Joshua 22:5 - 5 Only this: Be vigilant in keeping the Commandment 
and The Revelation that Moses the servant of God laid on you: Love 
God, your God, walk in all his ways, do what he's commanded, 
embrace him, serve him with everything you are and have." 

 
“Tough Little Boys” by Gary Allan 

When the best of me is barely breathin' 
When I'm not somebody I believe in 

Hold on to me 

When I miss the light the night has stolen 
When I'm slammin' all the doors You've opened 

Hold on to me 
Hold on to me 

Hold on to me when it's too dark to see You 
When I am sure I have reached the end 
Hold on to me when I forget I need You 

When I let go, hold me again 

When I don't feel like I'm worth defending 
When I'm tired of all my pretending 

Hold on to me  

When I start to break in desperation 
Underneath the weight of expectation 

Hold on to me 
Hold on to me 

Hold on to me when it's too dark to see You (I'll hold on) 
When I am sure I have reached the end 

Hold on to me when I forget I need You (I'll hold on) 
When I let go, hold me again 

I could rest here in Your arms forever 
'Cause I know nobody loves me better 

Hold on to me 
Hold on to me 
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