
  

Joshua – Take the Land – Be the Man 
The Book of Joshua is the book of conquest. The battlefield is Canaan, and it is where God keeps His 
promise that He made with Abraham. In this study, we will use the land possessed by Joshua and the 

People of Israel as a metaphor to understand how we take possession of what it means to be a Christian 
man. We will exam 10 issues that men face every day.  Every day is a battle to be fought. You must fight! 

Will you? 
 

A Man will fight for what God promised. 
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Bible Verses: Joshua 1:6-9; Joshua 24:15; I Peter 1:1-5; Matthew 28:18-
20; Hebrews 5:11-14; Hebrews 6:1-3; Ephesians 4:14-16; Acts 1:8 
Music: Celebrate (1975) - Three Dog Night 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXI6CdTVJ-0 
Tough Little Boys 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8l_cCKLHRoo 

Resources: Joshua and the Flow of Biblical History by Francis A. Schaeffer. 

The Christian Man – A Conversation About the 10 Issues Men Say Matter Most by 
Patrick Morley. 
Videos: Saving Private Ryan (1998) - Omaha Beach Scene 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYxrKhyhDRc 
 

 
JOSHUA – 2 Questions: Will You Lead? Will You Follow?  

1. ___________________________________ → God’s speech to Joshua on the border of Canaan is filled with exhortations for Joshua to be 
strong and courageous? (Josh. 1:1–9). If Joshua embodied any godly trait, it was courage. The courage Joshua is encouraged to have is 
not exclusively military courage. That type of courage, of course, was necessary (Josh. 1:7, 9). But the Lord’s exhortations for Joshua to 
meditate on the law of God indicate that he was to continue to have the courage to take our Creator at His Word. At the end of the day, 
Joshua’s military success would not be determined by his plans; rather, His faithfulness to the Word of God would be the key to taking 
Canaan successfully (v. 8). We are to be courageous for godliness and we do that by faith as we study His Word and ask for help.  

2. ____________________________________ → Joshua began the preparations for the invasion (vv. 10–18). First, Joshua spoke to the 
officers of the people and told them to prepare. But note that when Joshua spoke to these officers, his first act was not to give them a 
military strategy. Instead, he told them merely to make preparations for journey into the land that the Lord was giving them (Josh. 1:10–
11). He was certain that the Lord would keep His promises to give Canaan to the Israelites, and while they would have to fight to take it, 
Joshua was so sure of the victory that he did not believe giving them instructions for battle was the first thing he needed to do. Instead, 
he told the people that they would move into the land, speaking of it as if it was already theirs because, in light of God’s sovereign 
faithfulness and power, it already was. We need godly leaders who guide with humility and holiness (I Peter 5:1-5).  

 
The Land—Manhood: Grow UP!  

1. __________________________ → The goal of spiritual growth is the highest honor to which you can aspire (Matthew 28:18-20). The 
term disciple literally means “pupil” or “learner.” A disciple is:  

1. ______________ → To Live in Christ – knowing God and experiencing intimacy with God. Knowing God (Greek word: kerygma) 
means to know about the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus to believe the good news through faith and repentance. 
The invitation is to the Sacred Romance – drawn to the heart of God. Quotes from the Book: The Sacred Romance by Curtis & 
Eldredge.   

2. _______________ → To live like Christ – knowing about God (Greek word: didache) and practicing skills of the Kingdom. I need 
to know the how of becoming like Christ (Hebrews 5:11-14; 6:1-3 and Ephesians 4:14-16).  

3. ______________ → To live for Christ – living powerfully by drawing power from God (Greek word: dunamis) the Holy Spirit and 
seek to share with others. Start caring for someone else. Be responsible about reaching out and encouraging someone in need. 
A spirit of gratitude compels you to do all the good things you have ever wanted to do but for which you previously lacked power 
(Acts 1:8).  

 
ACTION: Journal This!  

1. For what circumstance or relationship are needing courage? Who is your who?  
2. What makes you think you are teachable?  
3. What kingdom skill are you lacking in?  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.menstable.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXI6CdTVJ-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8l_cCKLHRoo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYxrKhyhDRc


 
Bible Verses – The Message 

Joshua 1:6-9 - 6 Strength! Courage! You are going to lead this people to 
inherit the land that I promised to give their ancestors. 7 Give it everything 
you have, heart and soul. Make sure you carry out The Revelation that Moses 
commanded you, every bit of it. Don't get off track, either left or right, so as 
to make sure you get to where you're going. 8 And don't for a minute let this 
Book of The Revelation be out of mind. Ponder and meditate on it day and 
night, making sure you practice everything written in it. Then you'll get where 
you're going; then you'll succeed. 9 Haven't I commanded you? Strength! 
Courage! Don't be timid; don't get discouraged. God, your God, is with you 
every step you take." The Taking of the Land 
 
Joshua 24:15 - 15 "If you decide that it's a bad thing to worship God, then 
choose a god you'd rather serve - and do it today. Choose one of the gods 
your ancestors worshiped from the country beyond The River, or one of the 
gods of the Amorites, on whose land you're now living. As for me and my 
family, we'll worship God." 
 
I Peter 1:1-5 - 1 I, Peter, am an apostle on assignment by Jesus, the Messiah, 
writing to exiles scattered to the four winds. Not one is missing, not one 
forgotten. 2 God the Father has his eye on each of you, and has determined 
by the work of the Spirit to keep you obedient through the sacrifice of Jesus. 
May everything good from God be yours! 3 What a God we have! And how 
fortunate we are to have him, this Father of our Master Jesus! Because Jesus 
was raised from the dead, we've been given a brand-new life and have 
everything to live for, 4 including a future in heaven - and the future starts 
now! 5 God is keeping careful watch over us and the future. The Day is 
coming when you'll have it all - life healed and whole. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 - 18 Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his 
charge: "God authorized and commanded me to commission you: 19 Go out 
and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them 
by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 20 Then 
instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I'll be with you as 
you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age." 
 

Hebrews 5:11-14 - 11 I have a lot more to say about this, but it is hard 
to get it across to you since you've picked up this bad habit of not 
listening. 12 By this time you ought to be teachers yourselves, yet here 
I find you need someone to sit down with you and go over the basics 
on God again, starting from square one - baby's milk, when you should 
have been on solid food long ago! 13 Milk is for beginners, 
inexperienced in God's ways; 14 solid food is for the mature, who have 
some practice in telling right from wrong. 
 
Hebrews 6:1-3 - 1 So come on, let's leave the preschool fingerpainting 
exercises on Christ and get on with the grand work of art. Grow up in 
Christ. The basic foundational truths are in place: turning your back on 
"salvation by self-help" and turning in trust toward God; 2 baptismal 
instructions; laying on of hands; resurrection of the dead; eternal 
judgment. 3 God helping us, we'll stay true to all that. But there's so 
much more. Let's get on with it! 
 
Ephesians 4:14-16 - 14 No prolonged infancies among us, please. We'll 
not tolerate babes in the woods, small children who are an easy mark 
for impostors. 15 God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth 
and tell it in love - like Christ in everything. We take our lead from 
Christ, who is the source of everything we do. 16 He keeps us in step 
with each other. His very breath and blood flow through us, nourishing 
us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in love. The Old Way 
Has to Go 
 
Acts 1:8 - 8 What you'll get is the Holy Spirit. And when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you, you will be able to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, all 
over Judea and Samaria, even to the ends of the world." 
 

 
“Tough Little Boys” by Gary Allan 

Well I never once 
Backed down from a punch 

Well I'd take it square on the chin 
Well I found out fast 

A bully's just that 
You've got to stand up to him 

So I didn't cry when I got a black eye 
As bad as it hurt, I just grinned 

But when tough little boys grow up to be dads 
They turn into big babies again. 

 
Scared me to death 

When you took your first steps 
And I'd fall every time you fell down 

Your first day of school, I cried like a fool 
And I followed your school bus to town 
Well I didn't cry, when Old Yeller died 

At least not in front of my friends 
But when tough little boys grow up to be dads 

They turn into big babies again 

Well I'm a grown man 
And as strong as I am 

Sometimes it's hard to believe 
That one little girl, with little blonde curls 

Can totally terrify me 
If you were to ask 

My wife would just laugh 
She'd say "I know all about men 

How when tough little boys grow up to be dads 
They turn into big babies again" 

 
Well I know one day, I'll give you away 
And I'm gonna stand there and smile 

And when I get home, and I'm all alone 
Well, I'll sit in your room for a while 

Well I didn't cry when Old Yeller died 
At least not in front of my friends 

But when tough little boys grow up to be dads 
They turn into big babies again 

When tough little boys grow up to be dads 
They turn into big babies again. 
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