
  

Joshua – Take the Land – Be the Man 
The Book of Joshua is the book of conquest. The battlefield is Canaan, and it is where God keeps His 
promise that He made with Abraham. In this study, we will use the land possessed by Joshua and the 

People of Israel as a metaphor to understand how we take possession of what it means to be a Christian 
man. We will exam 10 issues that men face every day.  Every day is a battle to be fought. You must fight! 

Will you? 
 

A Man will fight for what God promised. 
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Bible Verses: Joshua 1:6-9; Joshua 24:15; II Corinthians 5:17; Exodus 
17:8-16; Exodus 24:9-17; Exodus 32:17; Exodus 33:7-11; Numbers 1:24-
29; Numbers 13:16; Numbers 26:65; Numbers 27:18-23; Deuteronomy 
31:1-8 
Music: YouTube: Big & Rich - That's Why I Pray 
https://youtu.be/QjJyZfDCa88 

Resources: Joshua and the Flow of Biblical History by Francis A. Schaeffer. 

The Christian Man – A Conversation About the 10 Issues Men Say Matter Most 
by Patrick Morley. 
Videos: My Name Is Maximus | Gladiator 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKn-Agk-yAI 

Overview of Joshua 
1. _____________________ → The Book of Joshua brings to life real history during a crucial period of transition for a people who now settle 

down to become a nation. It is the account of real events, powerful actions in the flow of history. Scripture is given to us to work on our 
minds and hearts in preparation for what God desires to accomplish with his people, with his creation us to be courageous. Quote by 
Francis Schaeffer.  

2. _____________________→ The Bible insists that we serve a God who is real and involved in history. His Word teaches us how we should 
live and order our lives, set our priorities, and what sense to make of being human.  

3. _____________ → The Israelites are to take possession of their own land. God directs them in a real and historic journey in time and 
space, not merely an internal, personal, or poetic one. The story shows God’s involvement in his people and their wonder over his interest 
in them.  

Joshua: The Hero!   
1. ________________________ → Joshua is introduced to us as a general in the midst of a warfare that impressed upon him that God will 

not tolerate the rebellion of men against himself. After the Israelites had crossed the Red Sea in their flight from Egypt, they came just a 
few days later to Rephidim and were confronted by the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-16).  

2. ________________________ → Lessons Learned on the Journey – the Process:  
1. On Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:9-17) = Learned the Reality of God and the Glory belongs to God.  
2. At the Golden Calf (Ex. 32:17) = Learned the terribleness of sin, especially among the people of God.  
3. In the Tabernacle (Ex. 33:7-11) = Learned could and would guide his people.  
4. In the Camp (Numb. 11:24-29) = God’s glory is to come first.  
5. Spying Out the Land (Numb. 13:16) = Learned it is not man who saves, but God. Hoshea means “he saves.” Moses changed his 

name to Joshua. Jesus is the Greek form for the Hebrew name Joshua.  
6. Ordination (Numb. 26:65; 27:18-23) = Learned that he is marked—chosen by God.  
7. Moses’ Final Address (Deut. 31:1-8) = Learned that God would go before him.  

The Land: Men Want 3 Things  
1. __________________ → Men want to make a difference. We need to be significant, to find a purpose and a mission.  
2. ____________________________→ Men want someone to share life with. We need relationships–to live in community, i.e. love, family, 

friends, and a wife. We need to be loved, supported, and valued.  
3. ________________________→ Men want a belief system or worldview that makes sense of God and life. We need a belief system that 

makes our cause and need to fight for our team make sense.  
Therefore, when we seek our identity in Jesus Christ and his Gospel, we will find a deep, lasting satisfaction so infectious that others will want it 

too.  

ACTION: Journal This!  
1. How do you want to make a difference Today?  
2. Who will you encourage Today?  
3. What do you believe about Today?  

 
Quote by Francis A. Schaeffer 
“God’s unconditional promise stands when men violate the character of God. This is not ordinary sin but stupidity. It is like rubbing your hand 
over a rough board and getting splinters. For it opposes what we are made to be and what the universe really is. God has revealed his character, 
and, if God’s people obey his character, the conditional blessings stand. Once we understand this, we really understand the flow of history.” 
 

 
“That’s Why I Pray” by Big and Rich 

With all of the tragedy and heartache filling this world, the narrator in this 2012 country song finds redemptive value in prayer. Perhaps you do as well. 
He laments economic problems affecting families, social ills, and natural disasters. The man turns to prayer because he seeks forgiveness, wants to 
make a difference, and has hope in the future, believing a better day awaits.  
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Bible Verses – The Message 

Joshua 1:6-9 - 6 Strength! Courage! You are going to lead this people to 
inherit the land that I promised to give their ancestors. 7 Give it everything 
you have, heart and soul. Make sure you carry out The Revelation that Moses 
commanded you, every bit of it. Don't get off track, either left or right, so as 
to make sure you get to where you're going. 8 And don't for a minute let this 
Book of The Revelation be out of mind. Ponder and meditate on it day and 
night, making sure you practice everything written in it. Then you'll get where 
you're going; then you'll succeed. 9 Haven't I commanded you? Strength! 
Courage! Don't be timid; don't get discouraged. God, your God, is with you 
every step you take." The Taking of the Land 
 
Joshua 24:15 - 15 "If you decide that it's a bad thing to worship God, then 
choose a god you'd rather serve - and do it today. Choose one of the gods 
your ancestors worshiped from the country beyond The River, or one of the 
gods of the Amorites, on whose land you're now living. As for me and my 
family, we'll worship God." 
 
II Corinthians 5:17 - 17 Now we look inside, and what we see is that anyone 
united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, is created new. The old life is 
gone; a new life burgeons! Look at it! 
 
Exodus 17:8-16 - 8 Amalek came and fought Israel at Rephidim. 9 Moses 
ordered Joshua: "Select some men for us and go out and fight Amalek. 
Tomorrow I will take my stand on top of the hill holding God's 
staff." 10 Joshua did what Moses ordered in order to fight Amalek. And 
Moses, Aaron, and Hur went to the top of the hill. 11 It turned out that 
whenever Moses raised his hands, Israel was winning, but whenever he 
lowered his hands, Amalek was winning. 12 But Moses' hands got tired. So 
they got a stone and set it under him. He sat on it and Aaron and Hur held up 
his hands, one on each side. So his hands remained steady until the sun went 
down. 13 Joshua defeated Amalek and its army in battle. 14 God said to 
Moses, "Write this up as a reminder to Joshua, to keep it before him, because 
I will most certainly wipe the very memory of Amalek off the face of the 
Earth." 15 Moses built an altar and named it "God My Banner." 16 He said, 
Salute God's rule! God at war with Amalek Always and forever! 
 
Exodus 24:9-17 - 9 Then they climbed the mountain - Moses and Aaron, 
Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel - 10 and saw the God of 
Israel. He was standing on a pavement of something like sapphires - pure, 
clear sky-blue. 11 He didn't hurt these pillar-leaders of the Israelites: They 
saw God; and they ate and drank. 12 God said to Moses, "Climb higher up the 
mountain and wait there for me; I'll give you tablets of stone, the teachings 
and commandments that I've written to instruct them." 13 So Moses got up, 
accompanied by Joshua his aide. And Moses climbed up the mountain of 
God. 14 He told the elders of Israel, "Wait for us here until we return to you. 
You have Aaron and Hur with you; if there are any problems, go to them."  
15 Then Moses climbed the mountain. The Cloud covered the 
mountain. 16 The Glory of God settled over Mount Sinai. The Cloud covered 
it for six days. On the seventh day he called out of the Cloud to Moses. 17 In 
the view of the Israelites below, the Glory of God looked like a raging fire at 
the top of the mountain. 
 
Exodus 32:17 - 17 When Joshua heard the sound of the people shouting 
noisily, he said to Moses, "That's the sound of war in the camp!" 
 
Exodus 33:7-11 - 7 Moses used to take the Tent and set it up outside the 
camp, some distance away. He called it the Tent of Meeting. Anyone who 
sought God would go to the Tent of Meeting outside the camp. 8 It went like 
this: When Moses would go to the Tent, all the people would stand at 
attention; each man would take his position at the entrance to his tent with 
his eyes on Moses until he entered the 

Tent; 9 whenever Moses entered the Tent, the Pillar of Cloud 
descended to the entrance to the Tent and God spoke with 
Moses. 10 All the people would see the Pillar of Cloud at the entrance 
to the Tent, stand at attention, and then bow down in worship, each 
man at the entrance to his tent. 11 And God spoke with Moses face-to-
face, as neighbors speak to one another. When he would return to the 
camp, his attendant, the young man Joshua, stayed - he didn't leave 
the Tent. 
 
Numbers 1:24-29 - 24 The line of Gad: The men were counted off head 
by head, every male twenty years and older who was able to fight in 
the army, registered by clans and families. 25 The tribe of Gad 
numbered 45,650. 26 The line of Judah: The men were counted off 
head by head, every male twenty years and older who was able to 
fight in the army, registered by clans and families. 27 The tribe of 
Judah numbered 74,600. 28 The line of Issachar: The men were 
counted off head by head, every male twenty years and older who was 
able to fight in the army, registered by clans and families. 29 The tribe 
of Issachar numbered 54,400. 
 
Numbers 13:16 - 16 These are the names of the men Moses sent to 
scout out the land. Moses gave Hoshea (Salvation) son of Nun a new 
name - Joshua (God-Saves). 
 
Numbers 26:65 - 65 For God had said of them, "They'll die, die in the 
wilderness - not one of them will be left except for Caleb son of 
Jephunneh, and Joshua son of Nun." 
 
Numbers 27:18-23 - 18 God said to Moses, "Take Joshua the son of 
Nun - the Spirit is in him! - and place your hand on him. 19 Stand him 
before Eleazar the priest in front of the entire congregation and 
commission him with everyone watching. 20 Pass your magisterial 
authority over to him so that the whole congregation of the People of 
Israel will listen obediently to him. 21 He is to consult with Eleazar the 
priest who, using the oracle-Urim, will prayerfully advise him in the 
presence of God. He will command the People of Israel, the entire 
community, in all their comings and goings." 22 Moses followed God's 
orders. He took Joshua and stood him before Eleazar the priest in front 
of the entire community. 23 He laid his hands on him and 
commissioned him, following the procedures God had given Moses. 
 
Deuteronomy 31:1-8 - 1 Moses went on and addressed these words to 
all Israel. 2 He said, "I'm 120 years old today. I can't get about as I used 
to. And God told me, 'You're not going to cross this Jordan 
River.' 3 "God, your God, will cross the river ahead of you and destroy 
the nations in your path so that you may dispossess them. (And Joshua 
will cross the river before you, as God said he would.) 4 God will give 
the nations the same treatment he gave the kings of the Amorites, 
Sihon and Og, and their land; he'll destroy them. 5 God will hand the 
nations over to you, and you'll treat them exactly as I have 
commanded you. 6 "Be strong. Take courage. Don't be intimidated. 
Don't give them a second thought because God, your God, is striding 
ahead of you. He's right there with you. He won't let you down; he 
won't leave you." 7 Then Moses summoned Joshua. He said to him 
with all Israel watching, "Be strong. Take courage. You will enter the 
land with this people, this land that God promised their ancestors that 
he'd give them. You will make them the proud possessors of it. 8 God 
is striding ahead of you. He's right there with you. He won't let you 
down; he won't leave you. Don't be intimidated. Don't worry." 
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