
 

Christmas in the Wilderness! – Seeing Jesus in this Season 
A commando in enemy territory – Use your imagination! “In my mind’s eye, I see a single commando 
tumbling out of the bomb bay doors of a B-52 at 30,000 feet. He falls silently in the midnight darkness into 
enemy territory. Satan sleeps, not knowing that he will organize a rebellion. The empire of sin will fall, not 
from without, but from within. … Like a commando severely hurt as he landed from far above, who has no 
apparent capacity to mount an effective action, or for that matter any action at all, the powerless infant 
turns his face to ours and makes what, in that obscure stable, seems like a crazy, impossible demand: “Join 
me.”- R. R. Reno, Christmas Draws Near.  
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Bible Verses: John 1:1-14; Philippians 2:5-11; II Corinthians 5:14-19 
Music: White Horse -- Over the Rhine with Lucy Wainwright Roche 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nz1QoNn9iGM 
Videos: Overlord (2018) - Parachuting into Hell Scene 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibcYEwzgai8 
 

Resources: Walking with God through Pain & Suffering by Timothy Keller. 
Suffering and the Heart of God: How Trauma Destroys and Christ Restores by 
Diane Langberg.  
Restoring the Shattered Self – A Christian’s Counselor’s Guide to Complex Trauma 
by Heather Davediuk Gingrich. 

Christmas in the Wilderness:  Images of Jesus Entering Our World.  
1. ____________________________________ → A great king enters a large city and dwells in one of its houses; because of his dwelling in 

that single house, the whole city is honored, and enemies and robbers cease to molest it. Even so is it with the King of all; He has come 
into our country and dwelt in one body amidst the many, and in consequence the designs of the enemy against mankind have been foiled 
and the corruption of death, which formerly held them in its power, has simply ceased.  

2. ____________________________ → Life in a prison cell may well be compared to Jesus entering our world: one waits, hopes, and does 
this, that, or the other—things that are really of no consequence— the door is shut, and can only be opened from the outside. Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s Book: God is in the Manger offers this picture.  

3. _____________________________ → Into this world, this demented inn, in which there is absolutely no room for Him at all, Christ has 
come uninvited. But because He cannot be at home in it, He must be in it, His place is with those others for whom there is no room. His 
place is with those who do not belong, who are rejected by power because they are regarded as weak, those who are discredited, who 
are denied the status of persons, tortured, exterminated. The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. 

4. _____________________________→ How can the human race be rescued out of rebellion and avoid inevitable condemnation when 
everyone, without exception, is bound under sin? Who could once again have the choice to obey or disobey, but this time get it right. In 
other words, there had to be a way to go back and rewrite that first chapter of the human story recorded in Genesis chapter three on the 
Fall of Man.  

5. __________________ → The nativity mystery’ means that God became human, truly human out of his own grace. The miracle of the 
existence of Jesus, his ‘climbing down of God’ is Holy Spirit and Mary! Here is a human being, the Virgin Mary, and as he comes from God, 
Jesus comes from this human being. Born of Mary means a human origin for God. Jesus Christ is not only truly God; he is human like every 
one of us. He is human without limitation. Not only similar to us, he is like us.  

Christmas in the Wilderness:   Lessons from Jesus Entering Our World.  
1. ____________ → Jesus entering our world is about a battle between two stories—one seductive and attractive, but fundamentally untrue; 

and the other deeply humbling, but what every person everywhere needs. The “Christmas story” the surrounding culture tells our us puts 
us at the center, the place for God and God alone. It looks to creation for fulfillment rather than worship of the Creator. It makes physical 
pleasure our primary need rather than the rescuing intervention of the Redeemer. It’s dominated by the comforts of the moment rather 
than eternal priorities. The true “Christmas Story” is humbling and unattractive. It’s a sad story about a world terribly broken by sin, 
populated by self-centered rebels who are willing participants in their own destruction. It’s about beings created to live for God but who 
in every way live for themselves. This story is about the dethroning of the Creator and the enthroning of his creation. It’s about conditions 
so desperate that God did the unthinkable, sending his Son to be the sacrificial Lamb of redemption. And why did Jesus come? Because 
we were so lost, so enslaved, so self-deceived that there simply was no other way. The battle of Christmas isn’t about whether we should 
sing silly seasonal tunes versus gospel carols, or have worship times versus big family feasts. No, this war is about what story of identity, 
need, meaning, and purpose we will believe and give our hearts to pursue.  

2. ______________________ → Jesus entering our world in Advent reminds us that we too are waiting. In Advent, we embrace the groaning 
and recognize it not as hopeless whimpering over the present moment but as expectant yearning for a divine banquet that Jesus is 
preparing for us. So, this Christmas season, consider how you might celebrate the discipline of waiting. Advent reminds us to listen for the 
message that God is speaking, even in the waiting.  

3. _______________ → The Bible uses the name Immanuel - “God with us” – mostly in connection with the incarnation of Christ. The first 
time we hear this name is when Isaiah prophesied the virgin birth of Christ: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). Jesus came to the earth because we needed rescue – that’s humbling (Phil. 2:5-11). We look back and we 
look forward – this is exactly what the season of Christmas Advent is all about. The word Advent literally means “the coming or arrival”.  As 
Christmas approaches, we look back and remember that starry night in Bethlehem, when in an instant the entire world was 
changed.  Glory arrived, wrapped in the form of a baby.  His coming ushered in an entirely new reality for all to behold.  The darkness of 
waiting was replaced as the Light of the World came and made His dwelling among men. As believers, we look back, but we also look 
forward.  Just as our children delight in the remembrance of past Christmas joys, they also look forward to what awaits them under the 
tree.  More is yet to come.  As His people, we look back and remember that Christ has come and redeemed the world.  We look forward 
and hope for that day when He will come again, making all things new.  More is yet to come. We need to know Christ as He truly is, God 
and man in one beautiful, glorious person. Knowing Christ ensures being changed by Him (II Cor. 5:14-14).  
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ACTION: Journal this!  
1. How will you celebrate Christmas this year?  
2. What will help you to overcome the cultural pull of Christmas? 
3. Who do you know that is in the Wilderness? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Verses – The Message 

John 1:1-14 - 1 The Word was first, the Word present to God, God present to 
the Word. The Word was God, 2 in readiness for God from day 
one. 3 Everything was created through him; nothing - not one thing! - came 
into being without him. 4 What came into existence was Life, and the Life 
was Light to live by. 5 The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness; the darkness 
couldn't put it out. 6 There once was a man, his name John, sent by God 7 to 
point out the way to the Life-Light. He came to show everyone where to look, 
who to believe in. 8 John was not himself the Light; he was there to show the 
way to the Light. 9 The Life-Light was the real thing: Every person entering 
Life he brings into Light. 10 He was in the world, the world was there through 
him, and yet the world didn't even notice. 11 He came to his own people, but 
they didn't want him. 12 But whoever did want him, who believed he was 
who he claimed and would do what he said, He made to be their true selves, 
their child-of-God selves. 13 These are the God-begotten, not blood-
begotten, not flesh-begotten, not sex-begotten. 14 The Word became flesh 
and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with our 
own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and 
out, true from start to finish.  
 
Philippians 2:5-11 - 5 Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of 
himself. 6 He had equal status with God but didn't think so much of himself 
that he had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter what. 7 Not at 
all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and took on the 
status of a slave, became human! 8 Having become human, he stayed 
human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn't claim special  

privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a 
selfless, obedient death - and the worst kind of death at that: a 
crucifixion. 9 Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and 
honored him far beyond anyone or anything, ever, 10 so that all 
created beings in heaven and on earth - even those long ago dead and 
buried - will bow in worship before this Jesus Christ, 11 and call out in 
praise that he is the Master of all, to the glorious honor of God the 
Father. 
 
II Corinthians 5:14-19 - 14 Christ's love has moved me to such 
extremes. His love has the first and last word in everything we do.  
15 He included everyone in his death so that everyone could also be 
included in his life, a resurrection life, a far better life than people ever 
lived on their own. 16 Because of this decision we don't evaluate 
people by what they have or how they look. We looked at the Messiah 
that way once and got it all wrong, as you know. We certainly don't 
look at him that way anymore. 17 Now we look inside, and what we 
see is that anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, is 
created new. The old life is gone; a new life burgeons! Look at it! 18 All 
this comes from the God who settled the relationship between us and 
him, and then called us to settle our relationships with each 
other. 19 God put the world square with himself through the Messiah, 
giving the world a fresh start by offering forgiveness of sins. God has 
given us the task of telling everyone what he is doing. 
 

 
“White Horse” by Over the Rhine with Lucy Wainwright Roche 

Bring me a white horse for Christmas 
We'll ride him through the town 

Out into the snowy woods 
Where we will both lie down 

Underneath white birches 
Our faces toward the sky 

We will make snow angels 
With our white horse standing by 

Hush now, baby 
One day we're gonna ride 

Hush now, baby 
Our white horse through the sky 

Bring me a white horse for Christmas 
We'll ride him through the snow 

All the way to Bethlehem 
Two thousand years ago 

I wanna speak with the angel 
Who said do not be afraid 

I wanna kneel where the oxen knelt 
Where the little child was laid 

Hush now, baby 
One day you're gonna ride 

Hush now, baby 
Your white horse through the sky 

 

No bridle will he be wearing 
His unshod hoofs they will fly 
Keep a watch this Christmas 

For that white horse in the sky 
Hush now, baby 

One day we're gonna ride 
Hush now, baby 

Our white horse through the sky 
Hush now, baby 

Let every angel sing 
Hush now, baby 

One day we'll ride again 
Hush now, baby 
Hush now, baby 
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