
 

Into the Wilderness – Understanding & Embracing the Dark Times of Your Life 
Words translated as “wilderness” occur nearly 300 times in the Bible. Wilderness seasons are brutal, but God 
is powerfully at work in the wilderness seasons of our lives. The only question is, do we have eyes to see it? 

In order for God to give us the choice whether or not to trust him, He must present us with a moment of 
crisis, and, since he wants us to seek help from Him, he brings us through the wilderness to remove all other 

help first. When we’re in a wilderness season, it’s easy to lose sight of God’s protection, provision, and 
preparation. We might even wonder, “How can I trust God’s goodness when I’m in this desolate place?” But 
remember Jesus! He went through the ultimate wilderness—the desolation and humiliation of dying under 
the curse of God. If that is the measure of God’s love and commitment to us, we can trust him in our own 

wilderness seasons. Let’s journey together! 

Highland Colony Men’s Roundtable   
www.MensTable.com 

Wilderness: 7 Men Who Faced the Wilderness – Peter 
A Man Understands how God uses the wilderness to shape and train. 

November 12, 2020 
 

Bible Verses: I Peter 4:1,2; Matthew 26:57-75; John 21:15-19; I 
Corinthians 10:12; I Peter 1:3-5; II Peter 1:3-4; II Cor. 4:16-18 
Music: Though You Slay Me (feat. John Piper)- Shane & Shane 
Videos: Seven key-points that made John Paul II 'The Great Pope' 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20jU8PJDl04 

Resources: Walking with God through Pain & Suffering by Timothy Keller. 
Suffering and the Heart of God: How Trauma Destroys and Christ Restores by 
Diane Langberg.  
Restoring the Shattered Self – A Christian’s Counselor’s Guide to Complex Trauma 
by Heather Davediuk Gingrich. 

Into the Wilderness:  Peter in the Wilderness.  
1. __________________________ → Peter is known for his boldness. It was Peter who was commended by Jesus for receiving the revelation 

from the Father that Jesus was the Son of the Living God. But when Jesus was arrested, Peter wrestled between faith and fear. He denied 
knowing Jesus with cursing and swearing. Peter’s faith brought him back to Jesus, who not only reconciled him but asked him to feed His 
sheep.  

2. ____________________ → The account of Peter’s denials is far more than a story of failure. It is also a story of great mercy and love. 
Peter’s experience teaches us that Jesus Christ is a great Savior of great failures. Repentance and faith are twin graces. We see them 
operate in Peter’s life after his fall. Because his faith, though weakened, was kept alive, he was able to believe the word of Christ and in 
remembering that word, to experience deep sorrow for his sin and genuine repentance of it. The record of the restoration of Peter by the 
risen Lord (John 21:15–19), as well as the testimony of his faithfulness throughout the rest of his life, demonstrates the fruit of his 
repentance. This is a story of weakness and warning. None of us is as strong as he thinks he is, and no one — absolutely no one — is 
immune to being tempted to fall into great sin (1 Cor. 10:12).  

 
Into the Wilderness:  Lessons in the Wilderness – Hope.  

1. ___________ → Peter’s story is recorded in the Bible to give hope to people who have done horrible and foolish things. Anyone who has 
ever failed greatly, who has fallen away from that which he knows to be right and good, can read the account of Peter’s fall and be 
encouraged.  

2. ____________________________ → Judas and Peter’s guilt were the same: their responses were very different. When you stumble—
whether it’s an obvious moral failure you can’t hope to hide, or a subtle pattern of pride that you don’t want to admit—how do you 
respond? Judas and Peter show us there are four options:  

1. _______________________ → Like the religious leaders, you can focus all your energies on the things you don’t like about other 
people. Instead of dealing with their own issues, they obsessed over getting Jesus.  

2. _________________________ → You can try to make up for your mistakes, like Judas giving back the money he had received. 
The problem is, of course, that you can’t un- ring a bell, and you can’t undo your sins.  

3. ______________________ → You can give in to despair, stew in your guilt, and let it eat you alive, as Judas did.  
4. _______________________ → Or you can repent, as Peter did. You can bring your sin before God for mercy and put things in 

place that will help you change the way you live.  
 
Into the Wilderness:   Lessons in the Wilderness – Hope.   

1. __________________ → Bible commentators often call Peter the apostle of hope. I Peter 1:3-5 and II Peter 1:3-4  links our new birth—
our salvation—with the idea of “a living hope.” The Greek term for “hope” in the passage means “an eager, confident expectation.” This 
hope of the believer is not only “living” but “lively.” Unlike the empty, dead hope of this world, this “living hope” is energizing, alive, and 
active in the soul of the believer. “We live with great expectation,” as the NLT puts it. Our living hope originates from a living, resurrected 
Savior. Peter’s living hope is Jesus Christ. 

2. ______________________________ → Living hope is anchored in the past—Jesus rose from the dead (Matthew 28:6). It continues in the 
present—Jesus is alive (Colossians 3:1). And it endures throughout the future—Jesus promises eternal, resurrection life (John 3:16; 4:14; 
5:24; Romans 6:22; 1 Corinthians 15:23). Living hope enables us to live without despair as we encounter suffering and trials in this present 
life ( II Cor. (4:16-18). 

3. ___________________________ → The believer’s living hope is solid and secure: “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 
secure (Hebrews 6:19–20). Jesus Christ is our Savior, our salvation, our Living Hope. 

 
ACTION: Journal this!  

1. What gives you hope for today and your future?  
2. When have you struggled with hope? 
3. Who do you know that is in the Wilderness? 
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Bible Verses – The Message 

I Peter 4:1,2 - 1 Since Jesus went through everything you're going through 
and more, learn to think like him. Think of your sufferings as a weaning from 
that old sinful habit of always expecting to get your own way. 2 Then you'll be 
able to live out your days free to pursue what God wants instead of being 
tyrannized by what you want. 
 
Matthew 26:57-75 - 57 The gang that had seized Jesus led him before 
Caiaphas the Chief Priest, where the religion scholars and leaders had 
assembled. 58 Peter followed at a safe distance until they got to the Chief 
Priest's courtyard. Then he slipped in and mingled with the servants, 
watching to see how things would turn out. 59 The high priests, conspiring 
with the Jewish Council, tried to cook up charges against Jesus in order to 
sentence him to death. 60 But even though many stepped up, making up one 
false accusation after another, nothing was believable. 61 with this: "He said, 
'I can tear down this Temple of God and after three days rebuild it.'" 62 The 
Chief Priest stood up and said, "What do you have to say to the accusation?"  
63 Jesus kept silent. Then the Chief Priest said, "I command you by the 
authority of the living God to say if you are the Messiah, the Son of God."  
64 Jesus was curt: "You yourself said it. And that's not all. Soon you'll see it 
for yourself: The Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Mighty One, 
Arriving on the clouds of heaven." 65 At that, the Chief Priest lost his temper, 
ripping his robes, yelling, "He blasphemed! Why do we need witnesses to 
accuse him? You all heard him blaspheme! 66 Are you going to stand for such 
blasphemy?" They all said, "Death! That seals his death sentence." 67 Then 
they were spitting in his face and banging him around. They jeered as they 
slapped him: 68 "Prophesy, Messiah: Who hit you that time?" Denial in the 
Courtyard 69 All this time, Peter was sitting out in the courtyard. One servant 
girl came up to him and said, "You were with Jesus the Galilean." 70 In front 
of everybody there, he denied it. "I don't know what you're talking about."  
71 As he moved over toward the gate, someone else said to the people there, 
"This man was with Jesus the Nazarene." 72 Again he denied it, salting his 
denial with an oath: "I swear, I never laid eyes on the man." 73 Shortly after 
that, some bystanders approached Peter. "You've got to be one of them. 
Your accent gives you away." 74 Then he got really nervous and swore. "I 
don't know the man!" 75 Peter remembered what Jesus had said: "Before the 
rooster crows, you will deny me three times." He went out and cried and 
cried and cried. 
 
 

John 21:15-19 - 15 After breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, 
son of John, do you love me more than these?" "Yes, Master, you 
know I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." 16 He then asked a 
second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" "Yes, Master, you 
know I love you." Jesus said, "Shepherd my sheep." 17 Then he said it 
a third time: "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was upset 
that he asked for the third time, "Do you love me?" so he answered, 
"Master, you know everything there is to know. You've got to know 
that I love you." 18 I'm telling you the very truth now: When you were 
young you dressed yourself and went wherever you wished, but when 
you get old you'll have to stretch out your hands while someone else 
dresses you and takes you where you don't want to go." 19 He said 
this to hint at the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. And 
then he commanded, "Follow me." 
 
I Corinthians 10:12 - 12 Don't be so naive and self-confident. You're 
not exempt. You could fall flat on your face as easily as anyone else. 
Forget about self-confidence; it's useless. Cultivate God-confidence. 
 
I Peter 1:3-5 - 3 What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to 
have him, this Father of our Master Jesus! Because Jesus was raised 
from the dead, we've been given a brand-new life and have everything 
to live for, 4 including a future in heaven - and the future starts now!  
5 God is keeping careful watch over us and the future. The Day is 
coming when you'll have it all - life healed and whole. 
 
II Peter 1:3-4 - 3 Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has 
been miraculously given to us by getting to know, personally and 
intimately, the One who invited us to God. The best invitation we ever 
received! 4 We were also given absolutely terrific promises to pass on 
to you - your tickets to participation in the life of God after you turned 
your back on a world corrupted by lust. 
 
II Cor. 4:16-18 - 16 So we're not giving up. How could we! Even though 
on the outside it often looks like things are falling apart on us, on the 
inside, where God is making new life, not a day goes by without his 
unfolding grace. 17 These hard times are small potatoes compared to 
the coming good times, the lavish celebration prepared for us.  
18 There's far more here than meets the eye. The things we see now 
are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can't see now will 
last forever. 
 

 
“Though You Slay Me” by Shane and Shane 

I come, God, I come 
Return to the Lord 

The one who's broken 
The one who's torn me apart 

You struck down to bind me up 
You say You do it all in love 

That I might know You in Your suffering 
 

Though You slay me 
Yet I will praise You 

Though You take from me 
I will bless Your name 
Though You ruin me 

Still I will worship 
Sing a song to the one who's all I need 

 

My heart and flesh may fail 
The earth below give way 

But with my eyes, with my eyes I'll see the 
Lord 

Lifted high on that day 
Behold, the Lamb that was slain 

And I'll know every tear was worth it all 
 

Though You slay me 
Yet I will praise You 

Though You take from me 
I will bless Your name 
Though You ruin me 

Still I will worship 
Sing a song to the one who's all I need 

Though tonight I'm crying out 
Let this cup pass from me now 

You're still all that I need 
You're enough for me 
You're enough for me 

 
Though You slay me 
Yet I will praise You 

Though You take from me 
I will bless Your name 
Though You ruin me 

Still I will worship 
Sing a song to the one who's all I need 
Sing a song to the one who's all I need 
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