
 

Into the Wilderness – Understanding & Embracing the Dark Times of Your Life 
Words translated as “wilderness” occur nearly 300 times in the Bible. Wilderness seasons are brutal, but God 
is powerfully at work in the wilderness seasons of our lives. The only question is, do we have eyes to see it? 

In order for God to give us the choice whether or not to trust him, He must present us with a moment of 
crisis, and, since he wants us to seek help from Him, he brings us through the wilderness to remove all other 

help first. When we’re in a wilderness season, it’s easy to lose sight of God’s protection, provision, and 
preparation. We might even wonder, “How can I trust God’s goodness when I’m in this desolate place?” But 
remember Jesus! He went through the ultimate wilderness—the desolation and humiliation of dying under 
the curse of God. If that is the measure of God’s love and commitment to us, we can trust him in our own 

wilderness seasons. Let’s journey together! 
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Wilderness – THE SECRET THINGS OF GOD! 
A Man Understands how God uses the wilderness to shape and train. 

August 27, 2020 
 

Bible Verses: I Peter 4:1,2; Deuteronomy 29:29; Matthew 6:9-13; 
Acts 17:22-31; Jeremiah 29:11-13; Proverbs 3:3-5; Ecclesiastes 4:9-
12;Psalm 112:7;Galatians 5:1;Ecclesiastes 7:1-3 
Music: Chris Tomlin - I Will Follow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ohvhmGSfxI 

Videos: Returning to Normandy: The Richard D. Winters Leadership 
Monument Project https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cqi3PRGFhw0 

Resources: Walking with God through Pain & Suffering by Timothy Keller. 
Suffering and the Heart of God: How Trauma Destroys and Christ Restores by 
Diane Langberg.  
Restoring the Shattered Self – A Christian’s Counselor’s Guide to Complex Trauma 
by Heather Davediuk Gingrich. 
 

 
Into the Wilderness:  Walking with God – Following His Will – Deuteronomy 29:29.  

1. _____________________ → Moses distinguishes between those things God has disclosed and those things He has concealed. There are 
two aspects of God’s will — one hidden and one revealed. 

2. ______________________________ → The Lord’s hidden, or decretive will, contains his secret decrees and foreordains all things. This 
will can never be thwarted. This does not mean God is happy with every single event that occurs, for He hates sin. But the Lord is utterly 
transcendent, and from His perspective, His decrees paint a wonderful, God-glorifying picture even if we cannot yet see the entire, 
beautiful tapestry weaved by His hidden will. God’s will is a mystery and yet, His sovereignty over evil will further exalt and glorify Him in 
the end.  

3. ___________________________ → The Lord’s revealed, or preceptive will, is clearly found in Scripture and contains those things in which 
He delights or hates insofar as they conform to His standards. In the end, the judgment God will pronounce on the flagrant sinner will 
bring Him greater glory than if sin had never been ordained. 

4. __________________ → When Jesus prays for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, He is asking for men to follow God’s 
revealed will, by the Spirit’s grace, like the angels and saints in heaven. Praying for God’s will to be done is to ask for people everywhere 
to love His law and follow His guidance in Scripture.  Matthew 6:9-13.  

 
Into the Wilderness: The Secret Things of God – Unlocking the Treasures Reserved for You – Dr. Henry Cloud.   

1. A Great Treasure → God has given us a great treasure that can literally change your life. Being connected to God makes life work. See 
Acts 17:22-31.  

2. The Greatest Secret → Found in Jeremiah 29:11-13. The main differences in the Judeo-Christian faith and others is that the One we reach 
out to is a personal God who knows us individually and cares about us. And the key to all other secrets is trust (Proverbs 3:3-5). The act 
of trust, or faith, is the way we join ourselves to the sources of what we need.  

3. Three Secrets of God:  
1. God’s secrets makes life work.  
2. God secrets are revealed in His word.  
3. God secrets in the Bible are trustable. It is not a book of myths and fables, antiscientific, outdated, religious, and moralistic 

4. Know three truths:  
1. God is real and He loves you.  
2. His secrets really do work.  
3. You don’t have to be very religious to enjoy God’s secrets.  

 
Into the Wilderness: The Secret Things of God.  

1. __________________ → There is no such thing as disconnected and happy (Eccl. 4:9-12). You will be happy to the degree that you let 
others in. You have to learn to open up with a few people. You must take control of your thought. It’s imperative that you gain control of 
what goes on inside your head (Psalm 112:7). You must be free (Galatians 5:1). Slavery happens when you lose you freedom to choose, 
whether if relates to people or to patterns of behavior. Sometimes to feel better, we have to feel worse (Eccl. 7:3).  

2. _______________________ → Good relationships come from having the skills to produce them. Listen and Validate before all else (James 
1:19). ”Good and mad” preservers relationships (Eph. 4:26-27).   

3. ________________ → You created for a purpose (Phil. 2:13). Your heart determines the course of your life (Proverbs 4:23). We are not 
all alike (Romans 12:6).  

4. ___________ → The God of the universe wants a personal relationship with you. He wants to relate to you in a real and intimate way. 
And to do that, He has told us some secrets about Himself so that we may experience Him—and life-–in the way it was intended (Psalm 
139:1-4). God is for you, not against you (Zephaniah 3:17).  

 
ACTION: Journal this!  

1. What would you say is the secret to a good life?  
2. How is life working/not working for you?  
3. Who do you know that’s in the wilderness NOW?  
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Bible Verses – The Message 

I Peter 4:1,2 - 1 Since Jesus went through everything you're going through 
and more, learn to think like him. Think of your sufferings as a weaning from 
that old sinful habit of always expecting to get your own way. 2 Then you'll be 
able to live out your days free to pursue what God wants instead of being 
tyrannized by what you want. 
 
Deuteronomy 29:29 -  29 God, our God, will take care of the hidden things 
but the revealed things are our business. It's up to us and our children to 
attend to all the terms in this Revelation. 
 
Matthew 6:9-13 -  9 With a God like this loving you, you can pray very simply. 
Like this: Our Father in heaven, Reveal who you are. 10 Set the world right; 
Do what's best - as above, so below. 11 Keep us alive with three square 
meals. 12 Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. 13 Keep us safe 
from ourselves and the Devil. You're in charge! You can do anything you 
want! You're ablaze in beauty! Yes. Yes. Yes. 
 
Acts 17:22-31 -  22 So Paul took his stand in the open space at the Areopagus 
and laid it out for them. "It is plain to see that you Athenians take your 
religion seriously. 23 When I arrived here the other day, I was fascinated with 
all the shrines I came across. And then I found one inscribed, to the god 
nobody knows. I'm here to introduce you to this God so you can worship 
intelligently, know who you're dealing with. 24 "The God who made the 
world and everything in it, this Master of sky and land, doesn't live in custom-
made shrines 25 or need the human race to run errands for him, as if he 
couldn't take care of himself. He makes the creatures; the creatures don't 
make him. 26 Starting from scratch, he made the entire human race and 
made the earth hospitable, with plenty of time and space for living 27 so we 
could seek after God, and not just grope around in the dark but actually find 
him. He doesn't play hide-and-seek with us. He's not remote; he's 
near. 28 We live and move in him, can't get away from him! One of your 
poets said it well: 'We're the God-created.' 29 Well, if we are the God-
created, it doesn't make a lot of sense to think we could hire a sculptor to 
chisel a god out of stone for us, does it? 30 "God overlooks it as long as you 
don't know any better - but that time is past. The unknown is now known, 
and he's calling for a radical life-change. 31 He has set a day when the entire 
human race will be judged and everything set right. And he has already 
appointed the judge, confirming him before everyone by raising him from the 
dead." 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 -  11 I know what I'm doing. I have it all planned out 
- plans to take care of you, not abandon you, plans to give you the 
future you hope for. 12 "When you call on me, when you come and 
pray to me, I'll listen. 13 "When you come looking for me, you'll find 
me. 
 
Proverbs 3:3-5 -  3 Don't lose your grip on Love and Loyalty. Tie them 
around your neck; carve their initials on your heart. 4 Earn a 
reputation for living well in God's eyes and the eyes of the 
people. 5 Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don't try to figure 
out everything on your own. 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 - 9 It's better to have a partner than go it alone. 
Share the work, share the wealth. 10 And if one falls down, the other 
helps, But if there's no one to help, tough! 11 Two in a bed warm each 
other. Alone, you shiver all night. 12 By yourself you're unprotected. 
With a friend you can face the worst. Can you round up a third? A 
three-stranded rope isn't easily snapped. 
 
Psalm 112:7 - 7 Unfazed by rumor and gossip, Heart ready, trusting in 
God, 
 
Galatians 5:1 - 1 Christ has set us free to live a free life. So take your 
stand! Never again let anyone put a harness of slavery on you. 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:1-3 - 1 good reputation is better than a fat bank 
account. Your death date tells more than your birth date. 2 You learn 
more at a funeral than at a feast - After all, that's where we'll end up. 
We might discover something from it. 3 Crying is better than laughing. 
It blotches the face but it scours the heart. 
 
 

 
“I Will Follow” by Chris Tomlin 

Where you go, I'll go 
Where you stay, I'll stay 

When you move, I'll move 
I will follow... 

All your ways are good 
All your ways are sure 
I will trust in you alone 
Higher than my sight 
High above my life 

I will trust in you alone (trust in you alone) 
Where you go, I'll go 

Where you stay, I'll stay 
When you move, I'll move 

I will follow you 
Who you love, I'll love 

How you serve I'll serve 
If this life I lose, I will follow you, yeah 

I will follow you, yeah 

Light unto the world 
Light unto my life 

I will live for you alone 
You're the one I seek 

Knowing I will find 
All I need in you alone, in you alone 

Where you go, I'll go 
Where you stay, I'll stay 

When you move, I'll move 
I will follow you 

Who you love, I'll love 
How you serve, I'll serve 

If this life I lose, I will follow you 
I will follow you, yeah 

In you there's life everlasting 
In you there's freedom for my soul 

In you there's joy, unending joy 
And I will follow 

Where you go, I'll go 
Where you stay, I'll stay 

When you move, I'll move 
I will follow 

Who you love, I'll love 
How you serve, I'll serve 

If this life I lose, I will follow 
Where you go, I'll go 

Where you stay, I'll stay 
When you move, I'll move 

I will follow you 
Who you love, I'll love 

How you serve, I'll serve 
If this life I lose, I will follow you, yeah 

I will follow you, yeah 
I will follow you, yeah 
I will follow you, yeah 
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