
 
 
 

HEROES! – Be Like That!  
The world needs heroes. Those who, complete with flaws and weaknesses, are made to lead and make 

sacrifices in ways that God has prepared beforehand. There is a hero in each of us. Genuine heros not only 
see a cause to live for but one that is worth dying for. The hero is the one who is willing to engage in the 

journey ahead that is wrought with danger - knowing the stakes could demand the ultimate sacrifice. God 
has invited you into a great adventure of heroic proportions. You may not realize how you can change a 

life, or two, or twenty, or twenty thousand, but the heart of heroism has been placed inside of you. It 
needs to be awakened! God invites us to play a significant role in His redemptive story. In this series we 

will learn from the model of King David and many other godly biblical characters, along with great heroes 
throughout history, how to heed the call to be a hero wherever God has placed you. King David’s story 

reveals how the extraordinary can be found within the ordinary man as he faces the elements, challenges, 
and learns from the lessons of everyday life. These heroes reflect the call each man faces. This series will 

challenge you to embrace the hero within. Be Like That! 
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Community – A Heart for Unity!   
A Man understands that life is meant to be lived in a heroic effort of togetherness.                              

October 25, 2018 
 

Bible Verses: I Samuel 16:7 (ESV); Hebrews 10:24, 25; Peter 2:21-25;  
I Samuel 22:1, 2 
Music: Tribute to "My Town" Montgomery Gentry, from "Our Town" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjanPdSns8Q 
 
  

Resources: (1)Heroes Wanted – Why the World Needs You to Live Your 
Heart Out-Rodney D. Bullard; (2)Reflections on the Life of David - Leap 
Over a Wall–Earthy Spirituality for Everyday Christians – by Eugene 
Peterson (3)The Sacred Romance – Closer to the Heart of God by John 
Eldredge 
 

“Every community has a chance to be great if everyone comes together. Every man has a chance to be a Hero when he sheds self-preservation to 
become an active part of community.” – Rodney Bullard 

 
Heroes – Be Like That - Community!  

1. _____________________   Every man has gifts and abilities which can be offered in service to our community. However, the things 
that can consume the majority of our minds and hearts—success, power, pleasure, and popularity—can hold our gifts hostage. 
Achievements, wealth, and talents aren’t bad in themselves. We need something different; we need something more. We need to give 
and receive love. We need community.  

2. _____________________   There are no second-class people. There are, however, two distinct callings; first, to know love, and follow 
God; and second, to use all our intelligence, talents, and resources to have an impact on people. Quote by Os Guinness from his book, The 
Call.  

3. _____________________   The hero’s quest is never about success but is all about significance. I Peter 2:21-25.  
4. _____________________________________  A Hero does not sink into a comfortable life and hope that others rise to the occasion. A 

Hero follows the heart nudge to say yes and then takes the leap of faith to secure bridges from pain to possibility.  
 
Hero: Community – David needed a place where there was sanctuary and a priest. I Sam.21 & 22.  

1. _______________ A sanctuary is a holy place, and its’ priest –in this case, Ahimelech—is in charge of keeping it holy. 
2. _______________ A place to get what is needed—bread for the journey and a sword for the fight. David came to the sanctuary without 

food for his stomach and without a weapon in his hand. He left with a full stomach and girded for strenuous battle.  
3. _______________  Represents all holy places and not restricted to shrines and temples, cathedrals and chapels. A holy place is where 

we become aware that there’s more to life than meets the eye, and that the more is “other,” Other. God, who is beyond us, is also at 
hand. A sanctuary can be a garden or a park, a mountain, or a desert, an automobile or a closet. Defined holy places are usually under the 
care of priests and pastors, but there are exceptions: Jacob’s stone pillow, Moses’ burning bush, Peter’s catch of fish. A sanctuary is not 
only the place where your awareness of and connection with God is sharpened; it’s also where you, like David, get bread and a sword, 
strength for the day and weapons for the fight. The spirituality of sanctuary is fundamental to the Christian life. Holy places are necessary 
for holy living.  

 
Hero: Community – “Fox in the Hen House!” - I Samuel 21 & 22.  

1. _______________________ We can use a religious ritual to insulate ourselves from people we have come to despise. We can stop by 
a holy place to cultivate a sense of superiority, look for a way to acquire an advantage over the competition, or legitimize our hate and 
meanness with the authority of religion. And then we leave callous, cold, and conniving.  

2. _______________________ David wasn’t the only visitor to the sanctuary at Nob that day. Doeg, the Edomite was the other man. He 
was head of Saul’s secret police. He was in the sanctuary that day for a religious ceremony of some sort (I Sam. 21:7). He watched David 
every move. For a man like Doeg, a sanctuary isn’t a place to seek God, but to acquire some sort of self-righteousness. A sanctuary, for 
someone like Doeg, isn’t a place to expose weakness but a place to acquire a cover. Doeg reported all to Saul. See I Samuel 22:6-8. Saul 
ordered Doeg to take action (I Sam. 22:18-19).  

 
Hero: Community – An Unlikely Sanctuary!   

1. _______________________ The Cave of Adullam was David's wilderness experience. In that cave David was not alone. In his outcast 
refugee existence, a community gathered around him. God sent Others who were not at the top of their game. A beleaguered assortment 
of humanity. The riff-raff. The down and out. Men who could feel like victims.  

2. _______________________ The distressed (”zuk”) – those who were under pressure and stressed.  
3. _______________________  The bankrupt – those saddled with debt (“nashah”) – those who had a number of creditors.  
4. _______________________ The disconnected (“marr nephesh”) – those who were bitter of soul, wronged, and mischief.  

 
 

http://www.menstable.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjanPdSns8Q


 
ACTION: Journal This!  

1. What is your most memorable experience of Community?  
2. Who has come alongside you in a great time of need?  
3. What is one heroic action step you want to take this week toward building community?   

 
 

Bible Verses – The Message 
I Samuel 16:7 (ESV) - 7 But God told Samuel, "Looks aren't everything. 
Don't be impressed with his looks and stature. I've already eliminated him. 
God judges persons differently than humans do. Men and women look at 
the face; God looks into the heart."  
 

Hebrews 10:24, 25 - 24 Let's see how inventive we can be in 
encouraging love and helping out, 25 not avoiding worshiping together 
as some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the big 
Day approaching.  
 
Peter 2:21-25 - 21 This is the kind of life you've been invited into, the 
kind of life Christ lived. He suffered everything that came his way so 
you would know that it could be done, and also know how to do it, 
step-by-step. 22 He never did one thing wrong, Not once said  

anything amiss. 23 They called him every name in the book and he said 
nothing back. He suffered in silence, content to let God set things 
right. 24 He used his servant body to carry our sins to the Cross so we 
could be rid of sin, free to live the right way. His wounds became your 
healing. 25 You were lost sheep with no idea who you were or where 
you were going. Now you're named and kept for good by the 
Shepherd of your souls. 
 
I Samuel 22:1, 2 - 1 So David got away and escaped to the Cave of 
Adullam. When his brothers and others associated with his family 
heard where he was, they came down and joined him. 2 Not only that, 
but all who were down on their luck came around - losers and 
vagrants and misfits of all sorts. David became their leader. There 
were about four hundred in all.  

 
"My Town" – Montgomery Gentry 

There's a "For Sale" sign on a big old rusty tractor.  
You can't miss it, it's the first thing that you see.  

Just up the road, a pale-blue water tower,  
With "I Love Jenny" painted in bright green.  

Hey, that's my Uncle Bill, there by the courthouse.  
He'll be lowerin' the flag when the sun goes down.  

And this is my town.  
 

(Na, na, na, na, na.)  
Yeah, this is my town.  

(Na, na, na, na, na.)  
Hey!  

Where I was born, where I was raised.  
Where I keep all my yesterdays.  
Where I ran off 'cos I got mad,  

An' it came to blows with my old man.  
Where I came back to settle down,  

It's where they'll put me in the ground:  
This is my town.  

 
There ain't much goin' on here since they closed the mill.  

But that whistle still blows ev'ry day at noon.  
A bunch of us still go down to the diner.  

I wonder if that interstate's still comin' through.  
Come Sunday morning service, at the Church of Christ,  

Well there ain't an empty seat to be found.  
And this is my town.  

 

Where I was born, where I was raised.  
Where I keep all my yesterdays.  
Where I ran off 'cos I got mad,  

An' it came to blows with my old man.  
Where I came back to settle down,  

It's where they'll put me in the ground:  
This is my town.  

 
Well, I bought and painted up that rusty tractor.  

You can't miss it, it's sittin' right there in our yard.  
The County came and took that water tower,  

And that's Jenny, with a baby, in the car.  
Ah, we're off to Sunday service at the Church of Christ,  

And if we want a seat, we better leave right now.  
And maybe later, me an old T-roy will show you around,  

Our town.  
 

Yeah, where I was born, where I was raised.  
Where I keep all my yesterdays.  
Where I ran off 'cos I got mad,  

An' it came to blows with my old man.  
Where I came back to settle down,  

It's where they'll put me in the ground:  
This is my town.  

(Na, na, na, na, na.)  
Yeah, this is my town.  

 
“If all that a believer does grows out of faith and is done for the glory of God, then all dualistic distinctions are demolished. There is no higher/lower, 

sacred/secular, perfect/permitted, contemplative/active or first class/second class. Calling is the premise of Christian existence itself. Calling means 

that everyone, everywhere, and in everything fulfills his or her (secondary) callings in response to God’s (primary) calling. For Martin Luther, the 

peasant and the merchant—for us, the business person, the teacher, the factory worker, and the television anchor—can do God’s work (or fail to 

do it) just as much as the minister or missionary. - Os Guinness from The Calling  
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HEROES! - Be Like That! 

The world needs heroes. Those who, complete with flaws and weaknesses, are made to lead and make sacrifices 
in ways that God has prepared beforehand. There is a hero in each of us. Genuine heros not only see a cause to 
live for but one that is worth dying for. The hero is the one who is willing to engage in the journey ahead that is 
wrought with danger - knowing the stakes could demand the ultimate sacrifice. God has invited you into a great 

adventure of heroic proportions. You may not realize how you can change a life, or two, or twenty, or twenty 
thousand, but the heart of heroism has been placed inside of you. It needs to be awakened! God invites us to play 
a significant role in His redemptive story. In this series we will learn from the model of King David and many other 
godly biblical characters, along with great heroes throughout history, how to heed the call to be a hero wherever 
God has placed you. King David’s story reveals how the extraordinary can be found within the ordinary man as he 

faces the elements, challenges, and learns from the lessons of everyday life. These heroes reflect the call each 
man faces. This series will challenge you to embrace the hero within. Be Like That! 

Community – A Heart for Unity! 
I Samuel 16:7(ESV), Hebrews 10:24, 25

“Every community has a chance to be great if everyone comes together. Every man has a 
chance to be a Hero when he sheds self-preservation to become an active part of community.” 

– Rodney Bullard



Heroes – Be Like That - Community! 
1. We Need Community  Every man has gifts and abilities which can be offered

in service to our community. However, the things that can consume the majority
of our minds and hearts—success, power, pleasure, and popularity—can hold our
gifts hostage. Achievements, wealth, and talents aren’t bad in themselves. We
need something different; we need something more. We need to give and receive
love. We need community.

2. Everyone is Called  There are no second-class people. There are, however, two
distinct callings; first, to know love, and follow God; and second, to use all our
intelligence, talents, and resources to have an impact on people. Quote by Os
Guinness from his book, The Call.

3. Significance  The hero’s quest is never about success but is all about
significance. I Peter 2:21-25.

4. Looking Out for One Another  A Hero does not sink into a comfortable life and
hope that others rise to the occasion. A Hero follows the heart nudge to say yes
and then takes the leap of faith to secure bridges from pain to possibility.



Hero: Community – David needed a place where there 
was sanctuary and a priest  (I Samuel 21 & 22)
1. A Place A sanctuary is a holy place, and its’ priest –in this case, Ahimelech—is in

charge of keeping it holy.

2. Emergency Help  A place to get what is needed—bread for the journey and a
sword for the fight. David came to the sanctuary without food for his stomach and
without a weapon in his had. He left with a full stomach and girded for strenuous
battle.

3. Sanctuary  Represents all holy places and not restricted to shrines and temples,
cathedrals and chapels. A holy place is where we become aware that there’s more
to life than meets the eye, and that the more is “other,” Other. God, who is beyond
us, is also at hand. A sanctuary can be a garden or a park, a mountain, or a desert,
an automobile or a closet. Defined holy places are usually under the care of priests
and pastors, but there are exceptions: Jacob’s stone pillow, Moses’ burning bush,
Peter’s catch of fish. A sanctuary is not only the place where your awareness of and
connection with God is sharpened; it’s also where you, like David, get bread and a
sword, strength for the day and weapons for the fight. The spirituality of sanctuary
is fundamental to the Christian life. Holy places are necessary for holy living.



“If all that a believer does grows out of faith and is done for 
the glory of God, then all dualistic distinctions are demolished. 

There is no higher/lower, sacred/secular, perfect/permitted, 
contemplative/active or first class/second class. Calling is the 

premise of Christian existence itself. Calling means that 
everyone, everywhere, and in everything fulfills his or her 

(secondary) callings in response to God’s (primary) calling. For 
Martin Luther, the peasant and the merchant—for us, the 
business person, the teacher, the factory worker, and the 

television anchor—can do God’s work (or fail to do it) just as 
much as the minister or missionary. 

- Os Guinness from The Calling 



Hero: Community – “Fox in the Hen House!” 
I Samuel 21 & 22 

1. Misuse of Sanctuary  We can use a religious ritual to insulate ourselves
from people we have come to despise. We can stop by a holy place to
cultivate a sense of superiority, look for a way to acquire an advantage over
the competition, or legitimize our hate and meanness with the authority of
religion. And then we leave callous, cold, and conniving.

2. Why are you here?  David wasn’t the only visitor to the sanctuary at Nob
that day. Doeg, the Edomite was the other man. He was head of Saul’s secret
police. He was in the sanctuary that day for a religious ceremony of some
sort (I Sam. 21:7). He watched David every move. For a man like Doeg, a
sanctuary isn’t a place to seek God, but to acquire some sort of self-
righteousness. A sanctuary, for someone like Doeg, isn’t a place to expose
weakness but a place to acquire a cover. Doeg reported all to Saul. See I
Samuel 22:6-8. Saul ordered Doeg to take action (I Sam. 22:18-19).



Hero: Community – An Unlikely Sanctuary!  

1. This is Community?  The Cave of Adullam was David's wilderness
experience. In that cave David was not alone. In his outcast refugee existence
a community gathered around him. God sent Others who were not at the top
of their game. A beleaguered assortment of humanity. The riff-raff. The down
and out. Men who could feel like victims.

2. Losers  The distressed (”zuk”) – those who were under pressure and
stressed.

3. Vagrants The bankrupt – those saddled with debt (“nashah”) – those who
had a number of creditors.

4. Misfits  The disconnected (“marr nephesh”) – those who were bitter of
soul, wronged, and mischief.



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. What is your most memorable experience of Community?

2. Who has come alongside you in a great time of need?

3. What is one heroic action step you want to take this week toward building
community?


