
 
 

PARABLES – The Stories Jesus Told 
Jesus sometimes taught in parables because these vivid stories engage us in thought, 

emotion, and sensation. They impact us. They force us to go away and ponder, struggling 
with the meaning perhaps, feeling struck by the truthful and accurate perspective on life 
they offer. A parable compares something familiar to something unfamiliar. It helps us 

understand spiritual truth by using everyday objects and relationships. Parables compel us 
to discover truth, while at the same time concealing the truth from those too lazy or too 
stubborn to see it. To those who are honestly searching, the truth becomes clear. This 

series invites transformation as you discover fresh truth about Jesus, yourself, and others. 
 

A Man understands the power of humility. 

The Parable of Two Men in the Temple 
God Listens to the Broken Heart - Luke 18:9-14 
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Bible Verses: Luke 18:1-14 
Music: Steven Curtis Chapman - Warrior 
Videos: Movie Prayer Montage 
War Room: Prayer Scene 
 

 
Resources: Parables–The Mysteries of God’s Kingdom Revealed 
Through the Stories Jesus Told -  John MacArthur 
10 Parables of Jesus: Poking Holes in Religious Balloons - Jamie 
Buckingham 

Jesus Told Stories 
1. ___________________________________ > Jesus loved to tell stories of people under pressure. He often did it by characterizing 

people who represented the extremes of life—and pitted them against each other. In one parable He contrasted a priest and Levite 
against a hated Samaritan. In another He contrasted a prodigal son against a self-righteous son. In this parable He contrasted a 
Pharisee against a tax-collector. The story of these two men actually is the story of the two natures of man. It is a story about attitudes—
attitudes in time of crisis.  

2. ______________________________________________ > God allows crisis to come, not only to clean out the land, but to test the 
metal of His people. It’s in those times—when all the things once thought secure are shaken—that we find out what we are really made 
of.  

3. _________________________________________________________ > Jesus leads into His story of the Pharisee and the publican 
by telling another story. A widow goes to the judge but the judge won’t pay any attention to her. However she is persistent. She keeps 
going back. She was not only rewarded because of her persistence, but the crisis the judge put her in brought out how deeply she felt 
about the matter. Jesus then points out that if the judge does that, how much more will God? Don’t’ give up, Jesus says, stay in the 
struggle,  you’ll become a man.  

4. _____________________________________________________ > Jesus tells the story about a religious man—a Pharisee—who 
knows all the formulas for prayer, but forgets God and prays only to be heard by men. In the same story is a desperate publican who 
knows none of the formulas and is so ashamed of his sin he doesn’t want to be seen by men—but is heard by God. Jesus said He 
came to destroy religion.  

Profile of a Religious Guy!  
1. _________________________________________ > More than 150 years before the birth of Christ, the nation of Israel was under the 

control of Syria. After much suffering, a small band of Jews, following Judas the Maccabee, revolted. This turned into a full-scale 
revolution which drove the Syrians out of Israel. As often follows a revolution, corruption followed. When that happened a group of 
religious Jews, called Hasidim—”God’s loyal one”—separated themselves from the government and vowed to live holy, separate lives. 
From this group a minority, dedicated not only to preserving the law and all its interpretations but to living our every aspect of the law, 
exerted powerful influence throughout the nation. They were called Pharisees, or “the separated one.”  

2. ____________________________________ > Jesus called them “hypocrites” – actors who wear masks to cover their real identity. 
Jesus pointed out, that while they kept the letter of the law, they missed the spirit of the law. He likened them to above-ground tombs—
white-washed on the outside but inside filled with rotting flesh and dead bones.  

Profile of a Humble Man!  
1. ______________________________ > Shortly after the Syrians were driven from the land, the Romans occupied Israel. They selected 

certain Jews who were willing to cooperate with the Romans to collect taxes for them. These tax collectors were looked upon with hate 
and scorn by the Jews who felt they had betrayed their own people for money. They were often lumped with others, equally despised 
by the Jews: i.e., “publicans and sinners” or “publicans and harlots.”  

2. __________________________________ > The Tax collector was heartbroken and self-despising. He did not compare himself with 
anybody else, especially the righteous man who was there. He did not say, “God, I can’t be as good as him.” He simply said, “God, 
have mercy on me, the sinner.”  

GOD DESIRES THAT WE HAVE A CLEAN HEART 
1. _________________________________________________________________ > God wants us to talk to Him about ourselves, not 

about others. Tell your story and stop worrying or comparing yourself to others, then do something different.  
2. __________________________________________  > Saul lost his relationship with God. He visited a witch seeking wisdom. God 

condemned him for his foolish and sinful action. Shortly after that, Saul, battling the Philistines, was defeated. He realized that God’s 
anointing was no longer on him and in great despair he put the blunt end of his spear on the ground, the tip against his chest, and fell 
against—attempting suicide. When one of his soldiers found him dying, Saul pled with him to put him out of his misery. David not rejoice 
when Saul died. He wept, for his greatness did not depend on Saul’s weakness.  

3. ______________________________ > Jesus concluded His parable saying, “This tax man, not the other, went home made right with 
God. If you walk around with your nose in the air, you’re going to end up flat on your face, but if you’re content to be simply yourself, 
you will become more than yourself (The Message).”  

 
ACTION: Journal This!  

1. Have you seen the rigidity of religion damage others?  
2. Have you ever been moved by the humility of a man? 
3. Whose story of brokenness inspires you?   

http://www.menstable.com/


Bible Verses – New Living Translation 

Luke 18:1-14 ; 1 One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show 
that they should always pray and never give up. 2“There was a 
judge in a certain city,” he said, “who neither feared God nor 
cared about people. 3 A widow of that city came to him 
repeatedly, saying, ‘Give me justice in this dispute with my 
enemy.’ 4 The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he said to 
himself, ‘I don’t fear God or care about people, 5 but this woman 
is driving me crazy. I’m going to see that she gets justice, 
because she is wearing me out with her constant 
requests!’” 6 Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust 
judge. 7 Even he rendered a just decision in the end. So don’t you 
think God will surely give justice to his chosen people who cry out 
to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you,  
he will grant justice to them quickly! But when the Son of Man 

returns, how many will he find on the earth who have 
faith?” 9 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great 
confidence in their own righteousness and scorned everyone 
else: 10 “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a 
Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector.  
11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer : ‘I thank 
you, God, that I am not a sinner like everyone else. For I don’t 
cheat, I don’t sin, and I don’t commit adultery. I’m certainly not like 
that tax collector! 12 I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of 
my income.’ 13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance and 
dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he 
beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I 
am a sinner.’ 14 I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned 
home justified before God. For those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 
Warrior 

Steven Curtis Chapman 
 

I see the smoke on the horizon. 
I feel my heart pounding in my chest. 
I hear the war raging all around me. 

And somehow I feel like I was born for this. 
I can taste the fear, but I choose courage 

As I raise my shield and lift my sword. 
 

And I fall on my knees and I fight like a warrior 
I am a warrior on my knees. 

I call on the Name of the One Who is Conqueror 
I'm more than a conqueror when I believe. 

The enemy trembles every time 
'Cause he knows the battle is no longer mine 

When I fall on my knees and I fight like a warrior, like a warrior, 
oh, oh, oh 

 
Daughters and sons, we can hear your calling 

Broken and weak, we can hear your cry 
And even though our enemy roars like a lion, 

The Lion of Judah is on our side. 
And He will go before us and behind us 

Fighting on the left and on the right 
 

So I fall on my knees and I fight like a warrior 
I am a warrior on my knees 

I call on the Name of the One Who is Conqueror 
I'm more than a conqueror when I believe 

The enemy trembles every time 
'Cause he knows the battle is no longer mine 

 

When I fall on my knees and I fight like a warrior, like a warrior, like a 
warrior 

 
Our weapons are trust, our weapons are hope 

In the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords 
He says, "I am with you so don't be afraid, 

'Cause I've already won this war." 
So fall on your knees and fight with me, 

We are the Warriors when we are on our knees 
The enemy trembles... 

 
We will fall on our knees and fight like a warrior 

We are the Warriors on our knees 
We call on the Name of the One Who is Conqueror 

We're more than conquerors when we believe 
The enemy trembles every time 

'Cause he knows the battle isn't yours or mine 
When we fall on our knees and fight like a warrior, like a warrior 

We are warriors on our knees 
We are the warriors, we are Warriors, we are Warriors on our knees 

 
Jesus! 

Calling on the Name of Jesus! 
Power in the Name of Jesus! 

Calling on the Name of Jesus! 
Power in the Name of Jesus! 

Calling on the Name of Jesus! 
Power in the Name of Jesus! 

Calling on the Name of Jesus! 
Power in the Name of Jesus! 
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PARABLES – THE STORIES JESUS TOLD

Jesus sometimes taught in parables because these vivid stories engage us in thought, emotion, and 
sensation. They impact us. They force us to go away and ponder, struggling with the meaning perhaps, 

feeling struck by the truthful and accurate perspective on life they offer. A parable compares 
something familiar to something unfamiliar. It helps us understand spiritual truth by using everyday 

objects and relationships. Parables compel us to discover truth, while at the same time concealing the 
truth from those too lazy or too stubborn to see it. To those who are honestly searching, the truth 

becomes clear. This series invites transformation as you discover fresh truth about Jesus, yourself, and 
others. 

The Parable of Two Men in the Temple

God Listens to the Broken Heart

Luke 18:9-14



Jesus Told Stories
1. Tell Stories > Jesus loved to tell stories of people under pressure. He often did it by characterizing

people who represented the extremes of life—and pitted them against each other. In one parable
He contrasted a priest and Levite against a hated Samaritan. In another He contrasted a prodigal
son against a self-righteous son. In this parable He contrasted a Pharisee against a tax-collector. The
story of these two men actually is the story of the two natures of man. It is a story about
attitudes—attitudes in time of crisis.

2. You will be Tested! > God allows crisis to come, not only to clean out the land, but to test the metal
of His people. It’s in those times—when all the things once thought secure are shaken—that we
find out what we are really made of.

3. Story of the widow > Jesus leads into His story of the Pharisee and the publican by telling another
story. A widow goes to the judge but the judge won’t pay any attention to her. However she is
persistent. She keeps going back. She was not only rewarded because of her persistence, but the
crisis the judge put her in brought out how deeply she felt about the matter. Jesus then points out
that if the judge does that, how much more will God? Don’t’ give up, Jesus says, stay in the struggle,
you’ll become a man.

4. Story of a Religious Man > Jesus tells the story about a religious man—a Pharisee—who knows all
the formulas for prayer, but forgets God and prays only to be heard by men. In the same story is a
desperate publican who knows none of the formulas and is so ashamed of his sin he doesn’t want
to be seen by men—but is heard by God. Jesus said He came to destroy religion.



Profile of a Religious Guy! 

1. Pharisee > More than 150 years before the birth of Christ, the nation of Israel was under
the control of Syria. After much suffering, a small band of Jews, following Judas the
Maccabee, revolted. This turned into a full-scale revolution which drove the Syrians out of
Israel. As often follows a revolution, corruption followed. When that happened a group of
religious Jews, called Hasidim—”God’s loyal one”—separated themselves from the
government and vowed to live holy, separate lives. From this group a minority, dedicated
not only to preserving the law and all its interpretations but to living our every aspect of
the law, exerted powerful influence throughout the nation. They were called Pharisees, or
“the separated one.”

2. Hypocrites > Jesus called them “hypocrites” – actors who wear masks to cover their real
identity. Jesus pointed out, that while they kept the letter of the law, they missed the
spirit of the law. He likened them to above-ground tombs—white-washed on the outside
but inside filled with rotting flesh and dead bones.



Profile of a Humble Man! 

1. Publican > Shortly after the Syrians were driven from the land, the Romans
occupied Israel. They selected certain Jews who were willing to cooperate
with the Romans to collect taxes for them. These tax collectors were looked
upon with hate and scorn by the Jews who felt they had betrayed their own
people for money. They were often lumped with others, equally despised by
the Jews: i.e., “publicans and sinners” or “publicans and harlots.”

2. True Repentance > The Tax collector was heartbroken and self-despising. He
did not compare himself with anybody else, especially the righteous man
who was there. He did not say, “God, I can’t be as good as him.” He simply
said, “God, have mercy on me, the sinner.”



GOD DESIRES THAT WE HAVE A CLEAN HEART. 

1. CONFESSION & REPENTANCE > God wants us to talk to Him about ourselves, not about
others. Tell your story and stop worrying or comparing yourself to others, then do
something different.

2. Story of Saul > Saul lost his relationship with God. He visited a witch seeking wisdom. God
condemned him for his foolish and sinful action. Shortly after that, Saul, battling the
Philistines, was defeated. He realized that God’s anointing was no longer on him and in
great despair he put the blunt end of his spear on the ground, the tip against his chest,
and fell against—attempting suicide. When one of his soldiers found him dying, Saul pled
with him to put him out of his misery. David not rejoice when Saul died. He wept, for his
greatness did not depend on Saul’s weakness.

3. Humility > Jesus concluded His parable saying, “This tax man, not the other, went home
made right with God. If you walk around with your nose in the air, you’re going to end up
flat on your face, but if you’re content to be simply yourself, you will become more than
yourself (The Message).”



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. Have you seen the rigidity of religion damage others? 

2. Have you ever been moved by the humility of a man?

3. Whose story of brokenness inspires you?  


