
 
 

PARABLES – The Stories Jesus Told 
Jesus sometimes taught in parables because these vivid stories engage us in thought, 

emotion, and sensation. They impact us. They force us to go away and ponder, struggling 
with the meaning perhaps, feeling struck by the truthful and accurate perspective on life 
they offer. A parable compares something familiar to something unfamiliar. It helps us 

understand spiritual truth by using everyday objects and relationships. Parables compel us 
to discover truth, while at the same time concealing the truth from those too lazy or too 
stubborn to see it. To those who are honestly searching, the truth becomes clear. This 

series invites transformation as you discover fresh truth about Jesus, yourself, and others. 
 

A Man knows how to prepare for the return of Jesus. 

The Parable of the Five Foolish Maidens 
Reserve Strength – Be Ready! 

Matthew 25:1-13 
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Bible Verses:  Matthew 25:1-13, Romans 13:11, I Cor. 7:29-31,  
I Peter 4:7 
Music: Stoney Creek Bluegrass Band - Are You Ready?    
Videos: No Regrets Men's Conference - The Story of William 
Borden  
 
 

 
Resources: Parables–The Mysteries of God’s Kingdom Revealed 
Through the Stories Jesus Told -  John MacArthur 
10 Parables of Jesus: Poking Holes in Religious Balloons - Jamie 
Buckingham 

Jesus Told Stories 
1. ___________________________________ > The parables and all the other parables in Matthew 25 were taught during the last week 

of Jesus’ life, following His triumphal entry into Jerusalem on what we traditionally call Palm Sunday. During that 5-day period, Jesus 
had some significant things He wanted His disciples to remember, so He told them stories.  

2. ________________________________________________________________ > The point of the Parable of the Ten Bridemaids is 
simple: Christ (the bridegroom) is coming. He may arrive later than we expect, and we must be prepared for that possibility. That 
means remaining awake, staying at the watch, and being ready for Him no matter how late the hour. In fact, as time passes and His 
arrival grows closer, the need for watchfulness is greater, not less. The only time we can prepare for Him is now, because His sudden 
arrival will signal the end of all such opportunity. Those not ready for Him when He arrives will be completely and permanently shut 
out of the wedding feast. See Romans 13:11; I Cor. 7:29-31; I Peter 4:7.  

 
Background: The Process of Engagement & Marriage in 1st Century Judaism – Three Phases   
1. _______________________________________________ > Usually formalized by contract. This arrangement was usually made 

between the two sets of parents and sealed with a payment made by the bridegroom’s father to the father of the bride.  
2. ___________________________ > This began with the public exchange of vows and gifts between the couple. A betrothed couple 

were then legally committed to marry one another; the union could not be severed except by divorce (Matthew 1:19).  
3. _______________________________________________ > The marriage is not fully consummated until after Phase III. This might 

come as late as a year after betrothal. It marked the completion of the betrothal period with a large celebration—often lasting several 
days. Only after the wedding banquet did the couple live together.  

 
NOTE: This Parable describes day one of the wedding feast.  

 
 
Resources & Reserves – You Must be Ready! – Emotional Intelligence.  
1. __________________________________________  

1. Emotional Self-Awareness 
2. Accurate Self-Assessment 
3. Self-Confidence 

2. ___________________________________________ 
1. Self-Control 
2. Adaptability  
3. Initiative  
4. Optimism  
5. Transparency 

3. ________________________________________________ 
1. Empathy  
2. Organizational Awareness 
3. Service 

4. ________________________________________________________ 
1. Inspiration 
2. Developing Others 
3. Conflict Management 
4. Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
  

http://www.menstable.com/


 
Resources & Reserves – You Must be Ready! – Soul Care - Quote by Dallas Willard 
1. _______________________________ 

1. Aligns your internal & external selves. 
2. Provides strength and stamina for long-term leadership. 
3. Leadership flows from authenticity.  

2. _______________________________________ 
1. Compartmentalizes your internal and external selves.  
2. Eventually becomes exhausting and weakens your position as a leader.  
3. Leadership flows from a False Self.  

3. ___________________________________________________________  
1. Incorporating regular rhythms of solitude and silence.  
2. Letting go of control.  
3. Learning how to abide.  
4. Inviting others into your soul care journey.  

 
ACTION: Journal This!  
1. What is your greatest resource in being ready for crisis?  
2. What keeps you going?  
3. What do you regret?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Verses – New Living Translation 

Matthew 25:1-13: 1 “Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten 
bridesmaids who took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. 3 The five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for 
their lamps, 4 but the other five were wise enough to take along 
extra oil. 5 When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became 
drowsy and fell asleep. 6 “At midnight they were roused by the 
shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet him!’  
7 “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8 Then 
the five foolish ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of 
your oil because our lamps are going out.’ 9 “But the others 
replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10 “But while they were gone to buy oil, the 
bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to 
the marriage feast, and the door was locked. 11 Later, when the 
other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! 
Lord! Open the door for us!’12 “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I 
don’t know you!’ 13 “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do 
not know the day or hour of my return. 

Romans 13:11: 11 This is all the more urgent, for you know how 
late it is; time is running out. Wake up, for our salvation is nearer 
now than when we first believed.  
 
 
I Cor. 7:29-31: 29 But let me say this, dear brothers and sisters: 
The time that remains is very short. So from now on, those with 
wives should not focus only on their marriage. 30 Those who 
weep or who rejoice or who buy things should not be absorbed by 
their weeping or their joy or their possessions. 31 Those who use 
the things of the world should not become attached to them. For 
this world as we know it will soon pass away.  
 
I Peter 4:7: 7 The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be 
earnest and disciplined in your prayers. 
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PARABLES – THE STORIES JESUS TOLD

Jesus sometimes taught in parables because these vivid stories engage us in thought, emotion, and 
sensation. They impact us. They force us to go away and ponder, struggling with the meaning perhaps, 

feeling struck by the truthful and accurate perspective on life they offer. A parable compares 
something familiar to something unfamiliar. It helps us understand spiritual truth by using everyday 

objects and relationships. Parables compel us to discover truth, while at the same time concealing the 
truth from those too lazy or too stubborn to see it. To those who are honestly searching, the truth 

becomes clear. This series invites transformation as you discover fresh truth about Jesus, yourself, and 
others. 

The Parable of the Five Foolish Maidens

Reserve Strength – Be Ready!

Matthew 25:1-13



Jesus Told Stories

1. Tell Stories > The parables and all the other parables in Matthew 25 were taught
during the last week of Jesus’ life, following His triumphal entry into Jerusalem on
what we traditionally call Palm Sunday. During that 5-day period, Jesus had some
significant things He wanted His disciples to remember, so He told them stories.

1. YOU MUST BE PREPARED > The point of the Parable of the Ten Bridemaids is
simple: Christ (the bridegroom) is coming. He may arrive later than we expect, and
we must be prepared for that possibility. That means remaining awake, staying at
the watch, and being ready for Him no matter how late the hour. In fact, as time
passes and His arrival grows closer, the need for watchfulness is greater, not less.
The only time we can prepare for Him is now, because His sudden arrival will signal
the end of all such opportunity. Those not ready for Him when He arrives will be
completely and permanently shut out of the wedding feast. See Romans 13:11; I
Cor. 7:29-31; I Peter 4:7.



Background: The Process of Engagement & Marriage in 
1st Century Judaism – Three Phases  

1. The Promise of Marriage > Usually formalized by contract. This arrangement
was usually made between the two sets of parents and sealed with a
payment made by the bridegroom’s father to the father of the bride.

2. Betrothal > This began with the public exchange of vows and gifts between
the couple. A betrothed couple were then legally committed to marry one
another; the union could not be severed except by divorce (Matthew 1:19).

3. The Wedding Feast > The marriage is not fully consummated until after
Phase III. This might come as late as a year after betrothal. It marked the
completion of the betrothal period with a large celebration—often lasting
several days. Only after the wedding banquet did the couple live together.

NOTE: This Parable describes day one of the wedding feast.



Resources & Reserves – You Must be Ready! –
Emotional Intelligence. 

1. Self-Awareness
1. Emotional Self-Awareness

2. Accurate Self-Assessment

3. Self-Confidence

2. Self-Management
1. Self-Control

2. Adaptability

3. Initiative

4. Optimism

5. Transparency

3. Social Awareness
1. Empathy

2. Organizational Awareness

3. Service

4. Relational Management
1. Inspiration

2. Developing Others

3. Conflict Management

4. Teamwork & Collaboration



Resources & Reserves – You Must be Ready! 
Soul Care - Quote by Dallas Willard

1. Soul Health
1. Aligns your internal & external selves.

2. Provides strength and stamina for long-term leadership.

3. Leadership flows from authenticity.

2. Soul Neglect
1. Compartmentalizes your internal and external selves.

2. Eventually becomes exhausting and weakens your position as a leader.

3. Leadership flows from a False Self.

3. Practicing the Presence
1. Incorporating regular rhythms of solitude and silence.

2. Letting go of control.

3. Learning how to abide.

4. Inviting others into your soul care journey.



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. What is your greatest resource in being ready for crisis? 

2. What keeps you going? 

3. What do you regret? 


