
 
 

PARABLES – The Stories Jesus Told 
Jesus sometimes taught in parables because these vivid stories engage us in thought, 

emotion, and sensation. They impact us. They force us to go away and ponder, struggling 
with the meaning perhaps, feeling struck by the truthful and accurate perspective on life 
they offer. A parable compares something familiar to something unfamiliar. It helps us 

understand spiritual truth by using everyday objects and relationships. Parables compel us 
to discover truth, while at the same time concealing the truth from those too lazy or too 
stubborn to see it. To those who are honestly searching, the truth becomes clear. This 

series invites transformation as you discover fresh truth about Jesus, yourself, and others. 
 

A Man knows how to build his life on solid ground 
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Resources: Parables–The Mysteries of God’s Kingdom Revealed 
Through the Stories Jesus Told -  John MacArthur 
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Jesus Told Stories 
1. ___________________________________________ > Jesus had an active imagination. His stories were not designed to give 

answers, as much as to ask questions. It takes a lot of skill—and a lot of courage – to raise questions – especially the kind that 
poke holes in religious paradigms. 

2. _______________________________________________________________ > Jesus begins the final portion of this lesson to 
His disciples by reminding them the human race is divided into two groups—a large group which goes the way of the world, and a 
much smaller group who are subjects of God’s Kingdom and choose to do God’s will. Then He analyzes some of those who 
presumably have taken the narrow route, and finds in the the ranks certain “false prophets,” leaders who say one thing but do 
another. Then, in a deeper examination of the small group, He points out “foolish” persons—those who know what to do but choose 
to do otherwise. To them He addresses the final parable of the Sermon on the Mount.  

 
High Living in Tough Places! – Matthew 7:24-27 

1. _____________________________________________________________________ > Life is full of crises. Loved one die or are 
murdered. Sickness comes. Accidents! Disappointments! Financial ruin! Court decisions! Incarceration! Beatings! Threats! Lost 
opportunities! Jesus told this parable to let us know that storms and high water come into every life.  

2. _______________________________________________________________ > When the water rises, you discover whether 
your house is built on sand or rock (II Corinthians 4:1-18; Romans 5:1-4).  

3. _________________ > The wise man knows the rains will come, so he builds on the mountainside. He finds a rocky ledge, high 
above the bottom of wadi, and builds for the future.  

4. ________________________________________________________ > In the Bible, rain is usually seen as sign of blessing. 
However, in Jesus parable the rain created a disaster because the contractor did not build correctly. What was a blessing to one 
man turned out to be a curse to another because he built his house – his life – on the wrong spot.  

5. ________________________________________________________________________ > According to Jesus’ parable, 
everyone builds some kind of house. In the kingdom of God here are no renters, no sidewalk people. Everyone puts down some 
sort of foundation. The house represents your character, your lifestyle, your goals, your dreams, your behavior. There is no way 
to be non-decisive about your life’s house.  

6. ________________________________________ > So many people live just for today. They never pause to think of the results 
of their actions, of what might happen tomorrow. Jesus invites you to build your life for the long haul rather than sacrificing ourselves 
for the pleasures of today.  

7. ___________________ > Solid rock living is hearing God and doing what God says. Solid rock living is building for the future with 
eternity’s values in view.  

8. _______________________________________ > The wise person is willing to wait on Go. He knows there will be a tomorrow, 
and a tomorrow, and a tomorrow. He also knows he needs to hear God today, in order to be ready for tomorrow. It takes 40 years 
to grow an oak tree. But you can have a pumpkin in 3 months.  

9. ____________________________________________________ > I have learned I don’t have to do everything I want to do, nor 
do I have to do everything others want me to do. 

10. ___________________________________________________ > God is not nearly as interested in whether you accomplish your 
goals as He is in what you become in the process. God wants you to build for the long haul, to build for eternity. He’s not talking 
about building, He’s talking about relationships—with Him and His people.   

 
ACTION: Journal This!  

1. What is your best character quality? What part of your character needs work?  
2. What lifestyle change do you need to make?  
3. What are your goals for the next 90 days? Next year? Next 5 years? 
4. What are your dreams?  
5. What behavioral change do you need to make?   
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Bible Verses – New Living Translation 

Matthew 7:24-27- 24 “Anyone who listens to my teaching and 
follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock.  
25 Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and 
the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is 
built on bedrock. 26 But anyone who hears my teaching and 
doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on 
sand. 27When the rains and floods come and the winds beat 
against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.”  
  
Romans 5:1-4 - 1 Therefore, since we have been made right in 
God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what 
Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, 
Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege 
where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward 
to sharing God’s glory. 3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into 
problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop 
endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and 
character strengthens our confident hope of salvation.  
 

II Corinthians 4:1-16 - 1 Therefore, since God in his mercy has 
given us this new way, we never give up. 2 We reject all shameful 
deeds and underhanded methods. We don’t try to trick anyone or 
distort the word of God. We tell the truth before God, and all who 
are honest know this. 3 If the Good News we preach is hidden 
behind a veil, it is hidden only from people who are 
perishing. 4 Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the 
minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the 
glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this 
message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of 
God. 5 You see, we don’t go around preaching about ourselves. 
We preach that Jesus Christ is Lord, and we ourselves are your 
servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let there be light 
in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we 
could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 7 We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we 
ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great treasure. 
This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from 
ourselves.8 We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are 
not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair.  
9 We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get 
knocked down, but we are not destroyed. 10 Through suffering, 
our bodies continue to share in the death of Jesus so that the life 
of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. 11 Yes, we live under 
constant danger of death because we serve Jesus, so that the life 
of Jesus will be evident in our dying bodies. 12 So we live in the 
face of death, but this has resulted in eternal life for you. 13 But 
we continue to preach because we have the same kind of faith 
the psalmist had when he said, “I believed in God, so I spoke.”  
14 We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise 
us with Jesus and present us to himself together with you.15 All of 
this is for your benefit. And as God’s grace reaches more and 
more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will 
receive more and more glory. 16 That is why we never give up. 
Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every 
day.  
 

 
 

MY HOPE 
By Matt Redman 

 
My hope is built 
On nothing less 

Then Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust 

The sweetest frame 
But wholly lean 

On Jesus' Name 

When the mountains are falling 
When the waters are rising 

I shall be safe in You 
Though the nations are quaking 

Every kingdom be shaken 
Still will rest in You 

When darkness seems 
To hide Your face 

I rest on Your 
Unchanging grace 

In every high 
And stormy gale 
My anchor holds 
Within the veil 
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PARABLES – THE STORIES JESUS TOLD

Jesus sometimes taught in parables because these vivid stories engage us in thought, 
emotion, and sensation. They impact us. They force us to go away and ponder, struggling 
with the meaning perhaps, feeling struck by the truthful and accurate perspective on life 

they offer. A parable compares something familiar to something unfamiliar. It helps us 
understand spiritual truth by using everyday objects and relationships. Parables compel us to 

discover truth, while at the same time concealing the truth from those too lazy or too 
stubborn to see it. To those who are honestly searching, the truth becomes clear. This series 

invites transformation as you discover fresh truth about Jesus, yourself, and others. 

The Parable of Two Houses

High Living in Tough Places

Matthew 7:24-27



Jesus Told Stories
1. Tell Stories > Jesus had an active imagination. His stories were not

designed to give answers, as much as to ask questions. It takes a lot of
skill—and a lot of courage – to raise questions – especially the kind
that poke holes in religious paradigms.

2. Crisis Reveals Character > Jesus begins the final portion of this lesson
to His disciples by reminding them the human race is divided into two
groups—a large group which goes the way of the world, and a much
smaller group who are subjects of God’s Kingdom and choose to do
God’s will. Then He analyzes some of those who presumably have
taken the narrow route, and finds in the the ranks certain “false
prophets,” leaders who say one thing but do another. Then, in a deeper
examination of the small group, He points out “foolish” persons—those
who know what to do but choose to do otherwise. To them He
addresses the final parable of the Sermon on the Mount.



High Living in Tough Places! 
Matthew 7:24-27

1. Storms & High Water come into Every Life > Life is full of crises. Loved
one die or are murdered. Sickness comes. Accidents!
Disappointments! Financial ruin! Court decisions! Incarceration!
Beatings! Threats! Lost opportunities! Jesus told this parable to let us
know that storms and high water come into every life.

2. Tested > How to Know? > When the water rises, you discover whether
your house is built on sand or rock (II Corinthians 4:1-18; Romans 5:1-
4).

3. Wisdom > The wise man knows the rains will come, so he builds on
the mountainside. He finds a rocky ledge, high above the bottom of
wadi, and builds for the future.



High Living in Tough Places! 
Matthew 7:24-27

4. Rain > Blessing or Curse? > In the Bible, rain is usually seen as sign of blessing.
However, in Jesus parable the rain created a disaster because the contractor did not
build correctly. What was a blessing to one man turned out to be a curse to another
because he built his house – his life – on the wrong spot.

5. Where are You? – Where is Your House? > According to Jesus’ parable, everyone
builds some kind of house. In the kingdom of God here are no renters, no sidewalk
people. Everyone puts down some sort of foundation. The house represents your
character, your lifestyle, your goals, your dreams, your behavior. There is no way to
be non-decisive about your life’s house.

6. Eternal Perspective > So many people live just for today. They never pause to think
of the results of their actions, of what might happen tomorrow. Jesus invites you to
build your life for the long haul rather than sacrificing ourselves for the pleasures of
today.



High Living in Tough Places! 
Matthew 7:24-27

7. Listen > Solid rock living is hearing God and doing what God says. Solid rock
living is building for the future with eternity’s values in view.

8. Wait on God > The wise person is willing to wait on Go. He knows there will
be a tomorrow, and a tomorrow, and a tomorrow. He also knows he needs
to hear God today, in order to be ready for tomorrow. It takes 40 years to
grow an oak tree. But you can have a pumpkin in 3 months.

9. The Power of “NO!” > I have learned I don’t have to do everything I want to
do, nor do I have to do everything others want me to do.

10. Build Relationship! > God is not nearly as interested in whether you
accomplish your goals as He is in what you become in the process. God
wants you to build for the long haul, to build for eternity. He’s not talking
about building, He’s talking about relationships—with Him and His people.



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. What is your best character quality? What part of your 
character needs work? 

2. What lifestyle change do you need to make? 

3. What are your goals for the next 90 days? Next year? Next 5 
years?

4. What are your dreams? 

5. What behavioral change do you need to make?  


