
 
 

PARABLES – The Stories Jesus Told 
Jesus sometimes taught in parables because these vivid stories engage us in thought, 

emotion, and sensation. They impact us. They force us to go away and ponder, struggling 
with the meaning perhaps, feeling struck by the truthful and accurate perspective on life 
they offer. A parable compares something familiar to something unfamiliar. It helps us 

understand spiritual truth by using everyday objects and relationships. Parables compel us 
to discover truth, while at the same time concealing the truth from those too lazy or too 
stubborn to see it. To those who are honestly searching, the truth becomes clear. This 

series invites transformation as you discover fresh truth about Jesus, yourself, and others. 
 

A Man knows that life is lived through courage, adventure, and risk. 
 

The Parable of the Talents - Using Our Hidden Gifts 
Matthew 25:14-30 

September 14, 2017 
Highland Colony Men’s Roundtable 

 www.MensTable.com 
 
Bible Verses:  Matthew 25:14-30 
 
Music: I Believe in You (Lion King) - Il Divo & Celine Dion   
 
Videos: When You Believe – Lion King 
 The Lion King – Mufasa tells Simba about the Circle of Life 

 
Resources: Parables–The Mysteries of God’s Kingdom Revealed 
Through the Stories Jesus Told -  John MacArthur 
10 Parables of Jesus: Poking Holes in Religious Balloons - Jamie 
Buckingham 

Jesus Told Stories 
1. ________________________________________ > The final week of Jesus’ life on earth, Jesus spent a lot of time with His close 

friends—trying to teach them about the Kingdom of God.  
2. ____________________________ > The chronological order of the parables that I have used comes from the very excellent NIV 

Narrated Bible in Chronological Order (hardcover) and Daily Bible in Chronological Order (paperback) by Dr. F. LaGard Smith of 
Pepperdine University, published by Harvest House.  

3. _____________________________ > The parables of Jesus embody much of his fundamental teaching. They are quite simple, 
memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message. Jesus, for example, likened the Kingdom of God to yeast 
(an image usually meant as corruption) or a mustard seed. Like his aphorisms, Jesus’ parables were often surprising and paradoxical. 
The parable of the good Samaritan, for example, turned expectations on their head with the despised Samaritan proving to be the 
wounded man’s neighbor. The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before being written down 
years after Jesus’ death.  

Using Your Hidden Gifts – Matthew 25:14-30. 
1. __________________________ > Each man has been placed on earth as a caretaker of God’s business. Each of us has been given a 

portion of life and charged with the responsibility of taking care of it, increasing it, and finally presenting it back to God for His approval.  
2. ____________________________ > What do you do with what you have? The Master had the harshest condemnation imaginable fro 

the fearful servant who proved to be lacking in innovation, imagination, and faith – the one who did nothing more than return to him what 
he received, without growth or increase.  

3. ________________________________________________________________ > The Key to this parable is the word “afraid.” The two 
servants who received the Master’s blessing were Lions. But the Master severely condemned the final servant for being afraid. He was 
a Turtle.  

4. __________________________________________________ > God gives everyone the same opportunity. The scribes and Pharisees, 
however, had made a conscious decision to risk not. The revelation of God is given for one reason alone!  

5. ________________________________ > Make all things new, to challenge us to enlarge and expand our concepts, thoughts, and 
minds. The Religious had paralyzed God’s truth by hating anything that was new. “I will not think any new thoughts. I will not take any 
new action. I will not venture out. I will not explore. I will only do that which I have done, that which is safe.”  

6. _________________________________________________ > There can be no spiritual advancement without some kind of risk, some 
kind of adventure. God has only condemnation for the closed minded and cold hearted. There can be no spiritual advance without 
adventure.  

8 Principles from this Parable 
1. The giving of spiritual gifts is a sovereign action.  
2. Everyone receives something. Nobody is excluded.  
3. God gives each of us different gifts.  
4. The number of talents distributed to each servant is unequal.  
5. The distribution of gifts is based upon each person’s ability to manage.  
6. The reward of work well done is more work to do.  
7. The man who is punished is the man who will not try.  
8. If a man has a gift and exercises it, God expands it so he can do even more. If he has a gift and fails to exercise it, he loses it.  

 
ACTION: Journal This!  
1. Make 3 columns on your paper.  
2. First column, write: “Wish I had (or had not).”  
3. Second column, write: “Glad I did (or did not).”  
4. Third column, Write: “Things I’m glad I did.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.menstable.com/


Bible Verses – New Living Translation 

Matthew 25:14-30 - 14 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be 
illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. He called 
together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he 
was gone. 15 He gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of 
silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last—dividing it in 
proportion to their abilities. He then left on his trip. 16 “The 
servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the 
money and earned five more. 17 The servant with two bags of 
silver also went to work and earned two more. 18 But the servant 
who received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground and 
hid the master’s money. 19 “After a long time their master 
returned from his trip and called them to give an account of how 
they had used his money. 20 The servant to whom he had 
entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with five more and 
said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I 
have earned five more.’ 21 “The master was full of praise. ‘Well 
done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in 
handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more 
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together! ’ 22 “The servant who  

had received the two bags of silver came forward and said, 
‘Master, you gave me two bags of silver to invest, and I have 
earned two more.’ 23 “The master said, ‘Well done, my good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small 
amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s 
celebrate together!’ 24 “Then the servant with the one bag of silver 
came and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting 
crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. 25 I 
was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, 
here is your money back.’ 26 “But the master replied, ‘You wicked 
and lazy servant! If you knew I harvested crops I didn’t plant and 
gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, 27 why didn’t you deposit my 
money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on 
it.’ 28 “Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and 
give it to the one with the ten bags of silver. 29 To those who use 
well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will 
have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what 
little they have will be taken away. 30 Now throw this useless 
servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 

 
I Believe in You 

II Divo & Celine Dion 

Lonely 
The path you have chosen 

A restless road 
No turning back 

One day you 
Will find your light again 

Don't you know 
Don't let go 
Be strong 

 
Follow you heart 

Let you love lead through the darkness 
Back to a place you once knew 

 

I believe, I believe, I believe 
In you 

 
Follow your dreams 

Be yourself, an angel of kindness 
There's nothing that you can not do 

I believe, I believe, I believe 
In you. 

 
Someday I'll find you 

Someday you'll find me too 
And when I hold you close 

I'll know that is true 
 

Follow your heart 
Let you love lead through the darkness 

Back to a place you once knew 
I believe, I believe, I believe in you 

 
Follow your dreams 

Be yourself, an angel of kindness 
There's nothing that you can not do 

I believe, I believe, I believe 
In you. 

 

 
When You Believe 

Many nights we've prayed 
With no proof anyone could hear 

In our hearts a hopeful song 
We barely understood 
Now we are not afraid 

Although we know there's much to fear 
We were moving mountains 

Long before we knew we could 
 

[Chorus:] 
There can be miracles 

When you believe 
Though hope is frail 

It's hard to kill 
Who knows what miracles 

You can achieve 
When you believe 
Somehow you will 

You will when you believe 
 

In this time of fear 
When prayer so often proves in vain 
Hope seemed like the summer birds 

Too swiftly flown away 
Yet now I'm standing here 

My heart's so full, I can't explain 
Seeking faith and speaking words 

I never thought I'd say 
 

[Chorus] 
 

They don't always happen when you ask 
And it's easy to give in to your fears 

But when you're blinded by your pain 
Can't see your way clear through the rain 

A small, but still, resilient voice 
Says help is very near 

 
[Chorus] 
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PARABLES – THE STORIES JESUS TOLD

Jesus sometimes taught in parables because these vivid stories engage us in thought, emotion, and 
sensation. They impact us. They force us to go away and ponder, struggling with the meaning perhaps, 

feeling struck by the truthful and accurate perspective on life they offer. A parable compares 
something familiar to something unfamiliar. It helps us understand spiritual truth by using everyday 

objects and relationships. Parables compel us to discover truth, while at the same time concealing the 
truth from those too lazy or too stubborn to see it. To those who are honestly searching, the truth 

becomes clear. This series invites transformation as you discover fresh truth about Jesus, yourself, and 
others. 

The Parable of the Talents

Using Our Hidden Gifts 

Matthew 25:14-30



Jesus Told Stories

1. Tell Stories > The final week of Jesus’ life on earth, Jesus spent a lot of time with
His close friends—trying to teach them about the Kingdom of God.

2. 46 Stories > The chronological order of the parables that I have used comes from
the very excellent NIV Narrated Bible in Chronological Order (hardcover) and Daily
Bible in Chronological Order (paperback) by Dr. F. LaGard Smith of Pepperdine
University, published by Harvest House.

3. Remember > The parables of Jesus embody much of his fundamental teaching.
They are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a
single message. Jesus, for example, likened the Kingdom of God to yeast (an image
usually meant as corruption) or a mustard seed. Like his aphorisms, Jesus’ parables
were often surprising and paradoxical. The parable of the good Samaritan, for
example, turned expectations on their head with the despised Samaritan proving
to be the wounded man’s neighbor. The parables were simple and memorable
enough to survive in an oral tradition before being written down years after Jesus’
death.



Using Your Hidden Gifts 
– Matthew 25:14-30.

1. Caretaker > Each man has been placed on earth as a caretaker of God’s business.
Each of us has been given a portion of life and charged with the responsibility of
taking care of it, increasing it, and finally presenting it back to God for His
approval.

2. Resources > What do you do with what you have? The Master had the harshest
condemnation imaginable fro the fearful servant who proved to be lacking in
innovation, imagination, and faith – the one who did nothing more than return to
him what he received, without growth or increase.

3. Fear vs. Courage, Adventure, & Risk > The Key to this parable is the word “afraid.”
The two servants who received the Master’s blessing were Lions. But the Master
severely condemned the final servant for being afraid. He was a Turtle.



Using Your Hidden Gifts 
– Matthew 25:14-30.

4. Growth & Expansion > God gives everyone the same opportunity. The scribes and
Pharisees, however, had made a conscious decision to risk not. The revelation of
God is given for one reason alone!

5. Jesus’ Purpose > Make all things new, to challenge us to enlarge and expand our
concepts, thoughts, and minds. The Religious had paralyzed God’s truth by hating
anything that was new. “I will not think any new thoughts. I will not take any new
action. I will not venture out. I will not explore. I will only do that which I have
done, that which is safe.”

6. Risk & Adventure > There can be no spiritual advancement without some kind of
risk, some kind of adventure. God has only condemnation for the closed minded
and cold hearted. There can be no spiritual advance without adventure.



8 Principles from this Parable
1. The giving of spiritual gifts is a sovereign action.

2. Everyone receives something. Nobody is excluded.

3. God gives each of us different gifts.

4. The number of talents distributed to each servant is unequal.

5. The distribution of gifts is based upon each person’s ability to
manage.

6. The reward of work well done is more work to do.

7. The man who is punished is the man who will not try.

8. If a man has a gift and exercises it, God expands it so he can
do even more. If he has a gift and fails to exercise it, he loses
it.



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. Make 3 columns on a your paper. 

2. First column write: “Wish I had (or had not).” 

3. Second column, write: “Glad I did (or did not).” 

4. Third column, Write: “Things-I’m-glad-I did.” 


