
 
 

March 30, 2017 

THE ADVENTURE OF INTIMACY 

Prayer is the experience of intimacy. Every man believes in prayer in some form, whether a cry 
of desperation in a foxhole or the true expression of a heart focused on worship. Prayer is a 
connection of intimacy and becomes the means of experiencing the awe of God. Intimacy is the 
deep longing of every man and yet so many men suffer from the inability to attain truth, respect, 
and lasting love in their relationships. This series will explore how to experience true intimacy 
and trusting love with God and in your most important relationships.  

A Man needs an encounter with God to experience intimacy. 
 

 
Encounter of Intimacy   

Ephesians 3:11-19 
Highland Colony Men’s Roundtable 

www.MensTable.com 
 
Bible Verses: Ephesians 3:11-19,Isaiah 1:18,Revelation 

5:11-14,John 10:11,Philippians 1:6, I John 3:2, John 17:24, 
Matthew 26:38,Matthew 27:46 
Music: Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus – Alan Jackson 

 

 
Videos: The Green Mile – John Coffey’s Execution 
Resources:  Prayer – Experiencing Awe & Intimacy with God by 

Timothy Keller      
The Intimacy Factor by Pia Mellody 
 

THE NEED FOR A PERSONAL ENCOUNTER WITH GOD! 
1. _______________________________________ > You are in Christ. You are adopted into God’s family. You have the divine life in 

you, the Holy Spirit. You are loved and accepted in Christ. You know about the things of Jesus, and yet at another level you don’t 
know them, you don’t grasp them. You are still dogged by bad habits, often anxious or bored or discouraged or angry. You may have 
many specific problems and issues that need to be faced and dealt with through various specific means. You are rich in Christ, but you 
are living poor!  

2. _________________________________________________ > It is possible to live your life as a Christian with a high degree of 

phoniness, hollowness, and inauthenticity. The reason is because the truth has not actually changed who you are and how you l ive. 
Stories of changed hearts.  

3. __________________________________________ > You must have your heart and affections engaged and shaped by the truths of 

the faith you hold in your mind. You sense the power of what you have been given in Christ so that your attitudes, feelings, and 
behavior are altered.  

 
A SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE IN THE INNER MAN. 
1. ___________________________________ > The heart is the center of both your personal consciousness and your most 

fundamental faith commitments. If the truths you know about Jesus have failed to changed your heart, then you have only given 
mental assent to the idea of Jesus’ love for you. You continue to seek love through popular and cultural avenues.  

2. ______________________________________ > The word ―grasp‖ or ―comprehend‖ means to get a secure hold on the truth. If you 

are exposed to the ―light‖ of the Christian truth that God is holy, and if the Holy Spirit has sensitized your heart, then you not only 
respond with emotion—with tears or trembling joy—but you permanently change the way you live and behave in the world. When your 
feelings and behaviors are affected, you have, to a degree, grasped a particular truth about God. The light comes in and makes 
permanent impressions. Story of Jonathan Edwards.  

3. _________________________________________________ > Another aspect of intimacy with God is a deeper understanding of our 

family relationship with the Father (Eph. 3:14 – ―kneel before the Father‖) Romans 8:15 – ―Abba, Father‖). The Spirit gives you joyful 
fearlessness by making you more aware of reality. It assures you that you are a child of the Holy Father whose opinion and power 
matters. He will never let you go!  

 
INTIMACY IS THE RESULT OF MEDITATING ON THE SAVING WORK OF JESUS!  
1. ______________________________________ > The Love of God is wide enough for you (Isaiah 1:18)! All inclusive (Revelation 

5:11-14)! His love attack all prejudice.  
2. _________________ > There is no distance that can separate you from God’s love (John 10:11). He will complete the work that He 

began (Phil. 1:6). His love attacks all abandonment.  
3. _________________ > God is going to give you the same thing that fills His heart with infallible joy from all eternity (I John 3:2). Jesus 

prayed that we would have the glory that He had before the creation (John 17:24). His love attacks all limitations to what God can do 
in you and through you.  

4. _______________ > Consider the depths to which Jesus Christ went in order to love you (Matthew 26:38 and 27:46). His love attacks 

all feelings of self-pity.  
 
INTIMACY: Ground Rules for Talking to Your Partner.  
1. Don’t _______________________ > This is the ―one up‖ position.  
2. Don’t tell your partner _________________________________________________ > This is demeaning.  
3. Don’t _________________________________ > This is arrogant and controlling.  
4. Don’t ___________________________ > Others are different.  
5. Don’t ____________________________________________________________________ > Never helpful to question another’s 

motivation.  
6. Don’t _____________________________ > Disguising hostility or emotional embarrassment as humor.  
7. Don’t use hard-to-understand ______________________________ > Manipulative through superiority.  
8. Don’t say, ―____________________________________________________________.‖ > Disqualifies your partner.  
9. Don’t’ ___________________________________________________________. > Attacks your partner’s worth.  

 
ACTION: Journal This!  

1. How you had a personal encounter with God?  
2. How do you know that God loves you?  
3. What boundaries are most important to you in how you treat your wife?  



 
 

Bible Verses 

Ephesians 3:11-19   
11 All this is proceeding along lines planned all along by God and 
then executed in Christ Jesus. 12 When we trust in him, we're free 

to say whatever needs to be said, bold to go wherever we need to 
go. 13 So don't let my present trouble on your behalf get you 
down. Be proud! 14 My response is to get down on my knees 
before the Father, 15 this magnificent Father who parcels out all 
heaven and earth. 16 I ask him to strengthen you by his Spirit - 
not a brute strength but a glorious inner strength - 17 that Christ 

will live in you as you open the door and invite him in. And I ask 
him that with both feet planted firmly on love, 18 you'll be able to 

take in with all Christians the extravagant dimensions of Christ's 
love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length! 
Plumb the depths! Rise to the heights! 19 Live full lives, full in the 

fullness of God. 
 
Isaiah 1:18   
18 "Come. Sit down. Let's argue this out." This is God's Message: 

"If your sins are blood-red, they'll be snow-white. If they're red like 
crimson, they'll be like wool.  
 
Revelation 5:11-14   
11 I looked again. I heard a company of Angels around the 

Throne, the Animals, and the Elders - ten thousand times ten 
thousand their number, thousand after thousand after thousand  
12 in full song: The slain Lamb is worthy! Take the power, the 

wealth, the wisdom, the strength! Take the honor, the glory, the 
blessing!  13Then I heard every creature in Heaven and earth, in 

underworld and sea, join in, all voices in all places, singing: To the 
One on the Throne! To the Lamb! The blessing, the honor, the 
glory, the strength, For age after age after age. 14 The Four 

Animals called out, "Oh, Yes!" The Elders fell to their knees and 
worshiped. 

John 10:11   
11 "I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd puts the sheep 

before himself, sacrifices himself if necessary. 
 
Philippians 1:6   
6 There has never been the slightest doubt in my mind that the God 

who started this great work in you would keep at it and bring it to a 
flourishing finish on the very day Christ Jesus appears. 
 
 I John 3:2   
2 But friends, that's exactly who we are: children of God. And that's 

only the beginning. Who knows how we'll end up! What we know is 
that when Christ is openly revealed, we'll see him - and in seeing 
him, become like him. 
 
John 17:24   
24 Father, I want those you gave me To be with me, right where I 

am, So they can see my glory, the splendor you gave me, Having 
loved me Long before there ever was a world. 
 
Matthew 26:38   
38 Then he said, "This sorrow is crushing my life out. Stay here and 

keep vigil with me." 
 
Matthew 27:46   
46 Around mid-afternoon Jesus groaned out of the depths, crying 

loudly, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my 
God, why have you abandoned me?" 

 
Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 

By Alan Jackson 
 

O soul are you weary and troubled? 
No light in the darkness you see? 

There's light for a look at the Saviour, 
And life more abundant and free: 

 
[Chorus:] 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face; 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace. 

 
Through death into life everlasting 

He passed, and we follow Him there; 
Over us sin no more hath dominion 
For more than conqu'rors we are! 

 
[Chorus] 

 
His word shall not fail you He promised; 

Believe Him and all will be well. 
Then go to a world that is dying, 

His perfect salvation to tell! 
 

[Chorus] 
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THE ADVENTURE OF INTIMACY
Prayer is the experience of intimacy. Every man believes in prayer in some form, whether a 
cry of desperation in a foxhole or the true expression of a heart focused on worship. Prayer 

is a connection of intimacy and becomes the means of experiencing the awe of God. 
Intimacy is the deep longing of every man and yet so many men suffer from the inability to 
attain truth, respect, and lasting love in their relationships. This series will explore how to 

experience true intimacy and trusting love with God and in your most important 
relationships. 

Encounter of Intimacy 
Ephesians 3:11-19



THE NEED FOR A PERSONAL ENCOUNTER WITH GOD!

1. Where are YOU? > You are in Christ. You are adopted into God’s family. You have the
divine life in you, the Holy Spirit. You are loved and accepted in Christ. You know about
the things of Jesus, and yet at another level you don’t know them, you don’t grasp them.
You are still dogged by bad habits, often anxious or bored or discouraged or angry. You
may have many specific problems and issues that need to be faced and dealt with
through various specific means. You are rich in Christ, but you are living poor!

2. Failure to move truth into your heart > It is possible to live your life as a Christian with a
high degree of phoniness, hollowness, and inauthenticity. The reason is because the truth
has not actually changed who you are and how you live. Stories of changed hearts.

3. Heart & Emotions Engaged > You must have your heart and affections engaged and
shaped by the truths of the faith you hold in your mind. You sense the power of what you
have been given in Christ so that your attitudes, feelings, and behavior are altered.



A SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE IN THE INNER MAN
1. Your Heart is changed > The heart is the center of both your personal consciousness and

your most fundamental faith commitments. If the truths you know about Jesus have
failed to changed your heart, then you have only given mental assent to the idea of Jesus’
love for you. You continue to seek love through popular and cultural avenues.

2. Grasp Jesus Love > The word “grasp” or “comprehend” means to get a secure hold on the
truth. If you are exposed to the “light” of the Christian truth that God is holy, and if the
Holy Spirit has sensitized your heart, then you not only respond with emotion—with
tears or trembling joy—but you permanently change the way you live and behave in the
world. When your feelings and behaviors are affected, you have, to a degree, grasped a
particular truth about God. The light comes in and makes permanent impressions. Story
of Jonathan Edwards.

3. Knowing the Father > Another aspect of intimacy with God is a deeper understanding of
our family relationship with the Father (Eph. 3:14 – “kneel before the Father”) Romans
8:15 – “Abba, Father”). The Spirit gives you joyful fearlessness by making you more aware
of reality. It assures you that you are a child of the Holy Father whose opinion and power
matters. He will never let you go!



INTIMACY IS THE RESULT OF MEDITATING 
ON THE SAVING WORK OF JESUS! 

1. Breadth/Width > The Love of God is wide enough for you (Isaiah 1:18)!
All inclusive (Revelation 5:11-14)! His love attack all prejudice.

2. Length > There is no distance that can separate you from God’s love
(John 10:11). He will complete the work that He began (Phil. 1:6). His
love attacks all abandonment.

3. Height > God is going to give you the same thing that fills His heart
with infallible joy from all eternity (I John 3:2). Jesus prayed that we
would have the glory that He had before the creation (John 17:24). His
love attacks all limitations to what God can do in you and through you.

4. Depth > Consider the depths to which Jesus Christ went in order to
love you (Matthew 26:38 and 27:46). His love attacks all feelings of
self-pity.



INTIMACY: Ground Rules for Talking to Your Partner 
1. Don’t accuse > This is the “one up” position.

2. Don’t tell your partner what she should be feeling > This is demeaning.

3. Don’t give advice > This is arrogant and controlling.

4. Don’t judge > Others are different.

5. Don’t guess at your partner’s motivation > Never helpful to question
another’s motivation.

6. Don’t be sarcastic > Disguising hostility or emotional embarrassment as
humor.

7. Don’t use hard-to-understand private jargon > Manipulative through
superiority.

8. Don’t say, “You really don’t understand me.” > Disqualifies your partner.

9. Don’t’ call your partner names. > Attacks your partner’s worth.



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. How you had a personal encounter with God? 

2. How do you know that God loves you? 

3. What boundaries are most important to you in how you treat 
your wife? 


