
 
 

January 26, 2017 

THE ADVENTURE OF INTIMACY 

Prayer is the experience of intimacy. Every man believes in prayer in some form, whether a cry of 
desperation in a foxhole or the true expression of a heart focused on worship. Prayer is a 
connection of intimacy and becomes the means of experiencing the awe of God. Intimacy is the 
deep longing of every man and yet so many men suffer from the inability to attain truth, respect, 
and lasting love in their relationships. This series will explore how to experience true intimacy and 
trusting love with God and in your most important relationships.  

A Man understands that God pursues him for an intimate relationship. 
 

 
THE PURSUIT OF INTIMACY! 

Galatians 4:4-11  -   I Corinthians 13:11,12 
Highland Colony Men’s Roundtable 

www.MensTable.com 
 

Bible Verses: Galatians 4:4-11; I Corinthians 13:11,12 
Music: Kari Jobe – You Are For Me 

 
 

 

Videos: “Glory‖ – 54
th

 Infantry Pre-Battle Song(―Oh, My Lord‖) 

Resources: (1) Prayer – Experiencing Awe & Intimacy with God by 

Timothy Keller      
(2) The Intimacy Factor by Pia Mellody 

 
The Essence of Prayer: An Invitation to Intimacy  

1. ________________________________________________ > All human beings are made in the ―image of God‖ (Gen. 1:26,27). 

Bearing God’s image means that you are designed to reflect and relate to God.  
2. _______________________________________________ > Romans 1:19-20 says we are to look at the world and conclude that 

some great power created and sustains it. An experience of weakness and threat can trigger primal knowledge into prayerful cries for 
help.  

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ > Prayer is 

seeking to respond and connect that the Being and Reality that we came from, even if it is no more than calling out into the air for 
help.  

4. Two levels of connection through prayer:  
a. ____________________________ > Being human means to reach out for help based on a very general and unfocused sense 

of God. That is Normal!  
b. _________________________________ > As sons and daughters of God, we believe through the Scripture and the power of 

the Holy Spirit, your understanding of God can become unclouded (John 1:12,13). Prayer is a response! Through the Word and 
Spirit, prayer becomes __________________________________________________—a full conversation.  

 
Intimacy: Face to Face with God 

1. ______________________________ > All prayer is responding to God. In all cases God is the initiator—hearing always precedes 

asking. God comes to you first or you would never reach out to Him.  
2. _______________________________________________ > A true, intimate connection happens when we, as men, can exchange 

more than information, but self-disclosure becomes a significant part. We begin revealing ourselves, not just information. Quote by J.I 
Packer in Knowing God. 

3. ______________________________________ > Prayer is a continuing conversation that God has initiated through His Word and 

His Grace, and offers His listening ear to our self-disclosure.  
 
Intimacy: Listen & Answer. 

1. ____________________________________________ > The power of prayer lies not primarily in our efforts and striving, or in any 

technique, but rather in your knowledge of God.  
2. ________________________________________________ > For all of Job’s complaints, Job never walks away from God or denies 

His existence—he processes all his pain and suffering through prayer. The question of the book of Job is posed in Job 1:9 > Is it 
possible that a man or woman can come to love God for himself alone so that there is a fundamental contentment in life regardless of 
circumstances? In Job 40:3-5, Job has a breakthrough and in Job 42:1-6, he prays a mighty prayer of repentance and adoration! 
Only through prayer—an intimate connection to God does life work!  

3. ______________________________________________________ > We have something better than what Job or others had, even 

though God spoke audible out of a storm to him (Hebrews 1:1-3).  
 
Intimacy: The Problem of Childhood Trauma 

1. _____________________________________________________ > Parents become overwhelmed, are unaware of how 

inappropriately they are parenting, are often bewildered, saddened, enraged, or depressed by the results. They overact to chi ldren 
and create wounds that falsely empower or disempower.  

2. _____________________________________________ > Children are asked to take care of parents. Children become adapted to 

playing a role they can never perform without damaging their childhood spontaneity, the authenticity of their youth. Their source of 
value comes from the outside, performance based.  

3. ______________________________ > Children are shamed by their parents, either covertly or overtly. Covertly shamed children will 

lead a life of hiding out. Their sense of self is lost and, instead, they become defective souls going through life trying to keep their 
worthlessness from being discovered by others. Overt disempowerment or overt shaming happens when children are blatantly 
pointed at and told that they are stupid or worthless in some way. This is probably the most deeply wounding form of trauma.  

 
ACTION: Journal This!  

1. When do you pray?   
2. When do you feel close to God? 
3. What part of your background makes relating to God easy? Difficult?  

 
 



 
 

Bible Verses 

Galatians 4:4-11 
4 But when the time arrived that was set by God the Father, God 

sent his Son, born among us of a woman, born under the 
conditions of the law so that he might redeem those of us who 
have been kidnapped by the law. 5 Thus we have been set free to 
experience our rightful heritage. 6 You can tell for sure that you 

are now fully adopted as his own children because God sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our lives crying out, "Papa! Father!" 7 Doesn't 

that privilege of intimate conversation with God make it plain that 
you are not a slave, but a child? And if you are a child, you're also 
an heir, with complete access to the inheritance. 8 Earlier, before 

you knew God personally, you were enslaved to so-called gods 
that had nothing of the divine about them. 9 But now that you 

know the real God - or rather since God knows you - how can you 
possibly subject yourselves again to those paper tigers? 10 For 

that is exactly what you do when you are intimidated into 
scrupulously observing all the traditions, taboos, and superstitions 
associated with special days and seasons and years. 11 I am 

afraid that all my hard work among you has gone up in a puff of 
smoke!  
 
 
 
 

 

I Corinthians 13:11,12 
11 When I was an infant at my mother's breast, I gurgled and cooed 

like any infant. When I grew up, I left those infant ways for good.  
12 We don't yet see things clearly. We're squinting in a fog, peering 

through a mist. But it won't be long before the weather clears and 
the sun shines bright! We'll see it all then, see it all as clearly as God 
sees us, knowing him directly just as he knows us!  
 

 
 

YOU ARE FOR ME 
By Kari Jobe 

So faithful 
So constant 

So loving and so true 
So powerful in all You do 

 
You fill me 

You see me 
You know my every move 

You love for me to sing to You 
 

I know that You are for me 
I know that You are for me 
I know that You will never 

Forsake me in my weakness 
 

And I know that You have come now 
Even if to write upon my heart 

To remind me who You are 
 

So patient 
So gracious 

So merciful and true 
So wonderful in all You do 

 
You fill me 

You see me 
You know my every move 

You love for me to sing to You 
 

Lord, I know that You are for me 
I know that You are for me 
I know that You will never 

Forsake me in my weakness 
 

And I know that You have come now 
Even if to write upon my heart 

To remind me that... 
 

I know that You are for me 
I know that You are for me 
I know that You will never 

Forsake me in my weakness 
 

And I know that You have come now 
Even if to write upon my heart 

To remind me who You are 
 

You remind me 
 

I know that You are for me 
I know that You are for me 
I know that You will never 

Forsake me in my weakness 
 

And I know that You have come now 
Even if to write upon my heart 

To remind me who You are 
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THE ADVENTURE OF INTIMACY
Prayer is the experience of intimacy. Every man believes in prayer in some form, whether a 
cry of desperation in a foxhole or the true expression of a heart focused on worship. Prayer 

is a connection of intimacy and becomes the means of experiencing the awe of God. 
Intimacy is the deep longing of every man and yet so many men suffer from the inability to 
attain truth, respect, and lasting love in their relationships. This series will explore how to 

experience true intimacy and trusting love with God and in your most important 
relationships. 

THE PURSUIT OF INTIMACY!

Galatians 4:4-11

I Corinthians 13:11,12



The Essence of Prayer : An Invitation to Intimacy 
1. Image-bearers of God > All human beings are made in the “image of God” (Gen.

1:26,27). Bearing God’s image means that you are designed to reflect and relate to God.

2. Moved to Pray > Romans 1:19-20 says we an look at the world and conclude that some
great power created and sustains it. An experience of weakness and threat can trigger
primal knowledge into prayerful cries for help.

3. A personal, communicative response to the knowledge of God > Prayer is seeking to
respond and connect that the Being and Reality that we came from, even if it is no more
than calling out into the air for help.

4. Two levels of connection through prayer:
1. Human Instinct > Being human means to reach out for help based on a very general and unfocused

sense of God. That is Normal!

2. Spiritual Gift > As sons and daughters of God, we believe through the Scripture and the power of the
Holy Spirit, your understanding of God can become unclouded (John 1:12,13). Prayer is a response!
Through the Word and Spirit, prayer becomes answering God—a full conversation.



Intimacy: Face to Face with God
1. Response to God > All prayer is responding to God. In all cases God

is the initiator—hearing always precedes asking. God comes to you
first or you would never reach out to Him.

2. Personal encounter > A true, intimate connection happens when
we, as men, can exchange more than information, but self-
disclosure becomes a significant part. We begin revealing
ourselves, not just information. Quote by J.I Packer in Knowing
God.

3. Full Encounter > Prayer is a continuing conversation that God has
initiated through His Word and His Grace, and offers His listening
ear to our self-disclosure.



Intimacy: Listen & Answer.
1. Knowledge of God > The power of prayer lies not primarily in our

efforts and striving, or in any technique, but rather in your knowledge
of God.

2. The Model & Story of Job > For all of Job’s complaints, Job never walks
away from God or denies His existence—he processes all his pain and
suffering through prayer. The question of the book of Job is posed in
Job 1:9 > Is it possible that a man or woman can come to love God for
himself alone so that there is a fundamental contentment in life
regardless of circumstances? In Job 40:3-5, Job has a breakthrough and
in Job 42:1-6, he prays a mighty prayer of repentance and adoration!
Only through prayer—an intimate connection to God does life work!

3. Expression of God’s Character > We have something better than what
Job or others had, even though God spoke audible out of a storm to
him (Hebrews 1:1-3).



Intimacy: The Problem of Childhood Trauma
1. Falsely empower or Disempower > Parents become overwhelmed, are

unaware of how inappropriately they are parenting, are often bewildered,
saddened, enraged, or depressed by the results. They overact to children and
create wounds that falsely empower or disempower.

2. False empowerment > Children are asked to take care of parents. Children
become adapted to playing a role they can never perform without damaging
their childhood spontaneity, the authenticity of their youth. Their source of
value comes from the outside, performance based.

3. Disempowerment > Children are shamed by their parents, either covertly or
overtly. Covertly shamed children will lead a life of hiding out. Their sense of
self is lost and, instead, they become defective souls going through life trying
to keep their worthlessness from being discovered by others. Overt
disempowerment or overt shaming happens when children are blatantly
pointed at and told that they are stupid or worthless in some way. This is
probably the most deeply wounding form of trauma.



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. When do you pray?  

2. When do you feel close to God?

3. What part of your background makes relating to God easy? 
Difficult? 


