
 

 
 

Build the Wall – Build a Life – Build a Leader 
All men have at some time and to some degree experienced having the walls to their heart torn down by the 
enemy in various ways. Your heart is like a city, which you are to protect from all forms of attack.  Your heart is 
made up of your whole person—your mind, will and emotions.  When the walls of your heart are torn down, the 
enemy has a free access to your mind, your emotions, or your choices.  He comes in to deceive you into 
thinking destructive thoughts about who you are.  He comes in to stir up your emotions with anger, confusion, 
depression, bitterness and shame.  He comes in to influence or control your choices.  When the walls are torn 
down you are vulnerable to addictions and uncontrolled thoughts, which invite you to believe lies about yourself 
and reality. You must confront the lies, be a leader and initiate the work of rebuilding the walls of strength, 
definition, and leadership. The story of Nehemiah is a narrative of leadership and the rebuilding of a life – a 
leader in the context of the community of God. 

 
Rebuild the Wall – The Challenge of Leadership!  - Nehemiah 6:15,16 Highland Colony Men’s Roundtable 

www.MensTable.com 
 

Summary: A Man knows building the wall-being a leader will 
require Great Trust and Great Courage to Confront Issues 
Bible Verses: Nehemiah 6:15,16, Nehemiah 13:4-31, II 
Corinthians 6:14-18 I Corinthians 5:9-11 Hebrews 10:24-25 
Music: GREATER by Mercy Me 

Video: 40 Leader speeches in 2 minutes 
Resources: Nehemiah – Becoming a Disciplined Leader - Gene Getz   

Nehemiah – Overcoming Challenges- Bill Hybels 
The Emotionally Healthy Leader-Peter Scazzero 
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Nehemiah: Leadership is NOT for Cowards! – Nehemiah 13:4-31. 
1. ________________________________ > Nehemiah leaves Jerusalem and returns to Susa to server King Artaxerxes. Within a relatively 

short period of time, the children of Israel returned to their old ways of doing things—violating God’s laws of doing things—violating God’s 
laws and allowing the world’s system to press then into its mold.  

2. _________________ > Tobiah, who had caused Nehemiah untold trouble, had set up housekeeping in ―the courts of the house of God‖ 
(13:7). The people had stopped paying their tithes, making it impossible for the Levites to function as spiritual leaders in Israel (13:10).  

3. ___________________________________________________ > The Jews also violating the Sabbath using this day as an opportunity to 
buy and sell throughout Jerusalem (13:15). They even invited their pagan neighbors to ―set up shop‖ and sell their wares.  

4. _____________________________________________ > The most tragic departure from God’s will involved intermarriage with pagan 
neighbors. They had allowed their sons to ―marry women from Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab‖ (13:23).  

 
Nehemiah: Leadership > Who Do You Trust?    
1. __________________ > Leadership involves having men around you that you trust. It simply takes one man with power to make decisions to 

lead a multitude of people in the wrong direction (13:7). Eliashib, the high priest in Israel, allowed Tobiah to live in ―the courts of the house of 
God.‖  

2. _____________________________________________________ > Family politics were certainly involved since Nehemiah recorded very 
specifically Eliashib was related to Tobiah by marriage. Tobiah was connected with a number of other key leaders in Israel, i.e. Sanballat 
Geshem, etc.  

3. ______________________________________ > Why did Nehemiah leave Jerusalem knowing about these alliances? It is possible for the 
greatest leaders in the world to have ―blind spots‖ and make decisions that they wish they’d never made.  

4. ____________________ > You must choose leaders carefully. The wrong man in a strategic position can destroy a business almost 
―overnight.‖ Your greatest weakness may trusting people you shouldn’t trust!‖  

 
Nehemiah: Leadership > You Must Stand for Truth! 
1. Confront __________________________________________________ > Eliashib allowed Tobiah to live in the temple area. And, the 

children of Israel encouraged marriages with people who did not believe in the one true God. See II Cor. 6:14-18 > Paul is not saying that we 
must be separate totally from Non-Believers. Separation does not mean isolation (I Cor. 5:9-11).  

2. Confront a ____________________________________________________ > God’s established the law that His people were to give one-
tenth of all their material possessions to meet the physical needs of the spiritual leaders—the Levites. The Bible says more about the subject 
of how Christians are to use their material possessions than any other subject other than God Himself.  

3. Confront _______________________________________ > God established the Sabbath as a day of rest for Israel. It was not to be violated 
in any way. We are not to neglect our time spent in service for God, with other Believers, your Family, or your own need for rest (Hebrews 
10:24-25).  

 
Action: Journal This!   
1. A Leader addresses his own brokenness. With God’s help, I will begin immediately to address the following personal issue in my life 

______________________________. What issue do you need to address? 
2. What do you need to say ―NO‖ to re: people or circumstances? 

 
Bible Verses 

Nehemiah 6:15,16 
15 The wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of Elul. It had taken fifty-two 
days. 16 When all our enemies heard the news and all the surrounding 
nations saw it, our enemies totally lost their nerve. They knew that God was 
behind this work. 
II Corinthians 6:14-18  
14 Don't become partners with those who reject God. How can you make a 
partnership out of right and wrong? That's not partnership; that's war. Is 
light best friends with dark? 15 Does Christ go strolling with the Devil? Do 
trust and mistrust hold hands?  16 Who would think of setting up pagan 
idols in God's holy Temple? But that is exactly what we are, each of us a 
temple in whom God lives. God himself put it this way: "I'll live in them, 
move into them; I'll be their God and they'll be my people. 17 So leave the 
corruption and compromise; leave it for good," says God. "Don't link up with 
those who will pollute you. I want you all for myself. 18 I'll be a Father to 
you; you'll be sons and daughters to me." 

Hebrews 10:24-25 
24 Let's see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, 
25 not avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, 
especially as we see the big Day approaching. 
I Corinthians 5:9-11  
9 I wrote you in my earlier letter that you shouldn't make yourselves at 
home among the sexually promiscuous. 10 I didn't mean that you should 
have nothing at all to do with outsiders of that sort. Or with crooks, whether 
blue- or white-collar. Or with spiritual phonies, for that matter. You'd have to 
leave the world entirely to do that! 11 But I am saying that you shouldn't act 
as if everything is just fine when one of your Christian companions is 
romiscuous or crooked, is flip with God or rude to friends, gets drunk or 
becomes greedy and predatory. You can't just go along with this, treating it 
as acceptable behavior. 



 
Nehemiah 13:4-31 
4 Some time before this, Eliashib the priest had been put in charge of the 
storerooms of The Temple of God. He was close to Tobiah 5 and had 
made available to him a large storeroom that had been used to store 
Grain-Offerings, incense, worship vessels, and the tithes of grain, wine, 
and oil for the Levites, singers, and security guards, and the offerings for 
the priests. 6 When this was going on I wasn't there in Jerusalem; in the 
thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon, I had traveled back to the 
king. But later I asked for his permission to leave again. 7 I arrived in 
Jerusalem and learned of the wrong that Eliashib had done in turning over 
to him a room in the courts of The Temple of God. 8 I was angry, really 
angry, and threw everything in the room out into the street, all of Tobiah's 
stuff. 9 Then I ordered that they ceremonially cleanse the room. Only then 
did I put back the worship vessels of The Temple of God, along with the 
Grain-Offerings and the incense. 10 And then I learned that the Levites 
hadn't been given their regular food allotments. So the Levites and singers 
who led the services of worship had all left and gone back to their farms.  
11 I called the officials on the carpet, "Why has The Temple of God been 
abandoned?" I got everyone back again and put them back on their jobs  
12 so that all Judah was again bringing in the tithe of grain, wine, and oil to 
the storerooms. 13 I put Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and a 
Levite named Pedaiah in charge of the storerooms. I made Hanan son of 
Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah, their right-hand man. These men had a 
reputation for honesty and hard work. They were responsible for 
distributing the rations to their brothers. 14 Remember me, O my God, for 
this. Don't ever forget the devoted work I have done for The Temple of 
God and its worship. 15 During those days, while back in Judah, I also 
noticed that people treaded wine presses, brought in sacks of grain, and 
loaded up their donkeys on the Sabbath. They brought wine, grapes, figs, 
and all kinds of stuff to sell on the Sabbath. So I spoke up and warned 
them about selling food on that day. 16 Tyrians living there brought in fish 
and whatever else, selling it to Judeans - in Jerusalem, mind you! - on the 
Sabbath. 17 I confronted the leaders of Judah: "What's going on here?  

This evil! Profaning the Sabbath! 18 Isn't this exactly what your ancestors 
did? And because of it didn't God bring down on us and this city all this 
misery? And here you are adding to it - accumulating more wrath on 
Jerusalem by profaning the Sabbath." 19 As the gates of Jerusalem were 
darkened by the shadows of the approaching Sabbath, I ordered the doors 
shut and not to be opened until the Sabbath was over. I placed some of my 
servants at the gates to make sure that nothing to be sold would get in on 
the Sabbath day. 20 Traders and dealers in various goods camped outside 
the gates once or twice. 21 But I took them to task. I said, "You have no 
business camping out here by the wall. If I find you here again, I'll use force 
to drive you off." And that did it; they didn't come back on 
theSabbath. 22Then I directed the Levites to ceremonially cleanse 
themselves and take over as guards at the gates to keep the sanctity of the 
Sabbath day. Remember me also for this, my God. Treat me with mercy 
according to your great and steadfast love. 23 Also in those days I saw Jews 
who had married women from Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. 24 Half the 
children couldn't even speak the language of Judah; all they knew was the 
language of Ashdod or some other tongue. 25 So I took those men to task, 
gave them a piece of my mind, even slapped some of them and jerked them 
by the hair. I made them swear to God: "Don't marry your daughters to their 
sons; and don't let their daughters marry your sons - and don't you 
yourselves marry them!  26 Didn't Solomon the king of Israel sin because of 
women just like these? Even though there was no king quite like him, and 
God loved him and made him king over all Israel, foreign women were his 
downfall. 27 Do you call this obedience - engaging in this extensive evil, 
showing yourselves faithless to God by marrying foreign wives?"  28 One of 
the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was a son-in-law of 
Sanballat the Horonite; I drove him out of my presence.  29 Remember 
them, O my God, how they defiled the priesthood and the covenant of the 
priests and Levites. 30 All in all I cleansed them from everything foreign. I 
organized the orders of service for the priests and Levites so that each man 
knew his job. 31 I arranged for a regular supply of altar wood at the 
appointed times and for the firstfruits. Remember me, O my God, for good. 

GREATER 

By Mercy Me 
Bring your tired 

Bring your shame 
Bring your guilt 
Bring your pain 

Don't you know that's not your name 
You will always be much more to me 

 
Everyday I wrestle with the voices - That keep telling me I'm not right 

But that's alright 
 

Cause I hear a voice and he calls me redeemed 
When others say I'll never be enough 

And greater is the One living inside of me 
Than he who is living in the world - In the world - In the world 

And greater is the One living inside of me - Than he who is living in the 
world 

 
Bring your doubts 
Bring your fears 
Bring your hurt 
Bring your tears 

There'll be no condemnation here 
You are holy, righteous and redeemed 

 
Every time I fall 

There'll be those who will call me - A mistake - Well that's ok 
 

Cause I hear a voice and he calls me redeemed 
When others say I'll never be enough 

And greater is the One living inside of me 
Than he who is living in the world - In the world - In the world 

And greater is the One living inside of me - Than he who is living in the 
world 

 
Woah ohhh ohhhh ohhh - Woah ohhh ohhhh ohhh 

He's Greater - He's Greater 
Woah ohhh ohhhh ohhh - Woah ohhh ohhhh ohhh 

He's Greater - He's Greater 
 

There'll be days I lose the battle 
Grace says that it doesn't matter 

Cause the cross already won the war 
He's Greater - He's Greater 

 
I am learning to run freely 

Understanding just how he sees me - And it makes me love him more and 
more 

He's Greater - He's Greater 
 

There'll be days I lose the battle 
Grace says that it doesn't matter 

Cause the cross already won the war 
He's Greater - He's Greater 

 
I am learning to run freely 

Understanding just how he sees me - And it makes me love him more and 
more 

He's Greater - He's Greater 
 

Cause I hear a voice and he calls me redeemed 
When others say I'll never be enough 

And greater is the One living inside of me 
Than he who is living in the world - In the world - In the world 

And greater is the One living inside of me - Than he who is living in the 
world 

 
There'll be days I lose the battle - Grace says that it doesn't matter 

Cause the cross already won the war 
He's Greater - He's Greater 

 
I am learning to run freely 

Understanding just how he sees me - And it makes me love him more and 
more 

He's Greater - He's Greater 
He who is living the world 
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Build the Walls – Build a Life—Build a Leader!
All men have at some time and to some degree experienced having the walls to their heart 
torn down by the enemy in various ways. Your heart is like a city, which you are to protect 
from all forms of attack. Your heart is made up of your whole person—your mind, will and 

emotions. When the walls of your heart are torn down, the enemy has a free access to 
your mind, your emotions, or your choices. He comes in to deceive you into thinking 

destructive thoughts about who you are. He comes in to stir up your emotions with anger, 
confusion, depression, bitterness and shame. He comes in to influence or control your 

choices. When the walls are torn down you are vulnerable to addictions and uncontrolled 
thoughts, which invite you to believe lies about yourself and reality. You must confront the 

lies, be a leader and initiate the work of rebuilding the walls of strength, definition, and 
leadership. The story of Nehemiah is a narrative of leadership and the building of a life and 

a leader in the context of the community of God. 

Rebuild the Wall – The Challenge of Leadership! 
Nehemiah 6:15,16



Nehemiah: Leadership is NOT for Cowards! – Nehemiah 13:4-31.

1. Relapse > Nehemiah leaves Jerusalem and returns to Susa to server King Artaxerxes.
Within a relatively short period of time, the children of Israel returned to their old ways of
doing things—violating God’s laws of doing things—violating God’s laws and allowing the
world’s system to press then into its mold.

2. Betrayal > Tobiah, who had caused Nehemiah untold trouble, had set up housekeeping in
“the courts of the house of God” (13:7). The people had stopped paying their tithes,
making it impossible for the Levites to function as spiritual leaders in Israel (13:10).

3. Disregard for the Sabbath > The Jews also violating the Sabbath using this day as an
opportunity to buy and sell throughout Jerusalem (13:15). They even invited their pagan
neighbors to “set up shop” and sell their wares.

4. Marriage to Pagans > The most tragic departure from God’s will involved intermarriage
with pagan neighbors. They had allowed their sons to “marry women from Ashdod,
Ammon, and Moab” (13:23).



Nehemiah: Leadership > Who Do You Trust?   

1. Trust > Leadership involves having men around you that you trust. It simply takes one man
with power to make decisions to lead a multitude of people in the wrong direction (13:7).
Eliashib, the high priest in Israel, allowed Tobiah to live in “the courts of the house of God.”

2. Family Connections > Family politics were certainly involved since Nehemiah recorded
very specifically Eliashib was related to Tobiah by marriage. Tobiah was connected with a
number of other key leaders in Israel, i.e. Sanballat Geshem, etc.

3. Blind spots > Why did Nehemiah leave Jerusalem knowing about these alliances? It is
possible for the greatest leaders in the world to have “blind spots” and make decisions
that they wish they’d never made.

4. Who? > You must choose leaders carefully. The wrong man in a strategic position can
destroy a business almost “overnight.” Your greatest weakness may trusting people you
shouldn’t trust!”



Nehemiah: Leadership > You Must Stand for Truth!
1. Confront Unhealthy Associations > Eliashib allowed Tobiah to live in the

temple area. And, the children of Israel encouraged marriages with people
who did not believe in the one true God. See II Cor. 6:14-18 > Paul is not
saying that we must be separate totally from Non-Believers. Separation does
not mean isolation (I Cor. 5:9-11).

2. Confront a Lack of Giving & Generosity > God’s established the law that His
people were to give one-tenth of all their material possessions to meet the
physical needs of the spiritual leaders—the Levites. The Bible says more
about the subject of how Christians are to use their material possessions
than any other subject other than God Himself.

3. Confront Abuse of Rest & Time > God established the Sabbath as a day of
rest for Israel. It was not to be violated in any way. We are not to neglect our
time spent in service for God, with other Believers, your Family, or your own
need for rest (Hebrews 10:24-25).



Action: Journal This!  

1. A Leader addresses his own brokenness. With God’s help, I
will begin immediately to address the following personal
issue in my life ______________________________. What
issue do you need to address?

2. What do you need to say “NO” to re: people or
circumstances?



Qualities of a Strong Leader – Quotes of C.S. Lewis

1. You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.

2. Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it’s thinking of yourself less.

3. Courage is not simply one of the virtues, but the form of every virtue at the testing point.

4. Failures are finger posts on the road to achievement.

5. We are what we believe we are.

6. If a man thinks he is not conceited, he is very conceited indeed.

7. Friendship is born at that moment when one person says to another: “What! You too? I thought I 
was the only one.

8. The Past is frozen and no longer flows, and the Present is all lit up with eternal rays.

9. It is not your business to succeed, but to do right; when you have done so, the rest lies with God.

10. You must ask for God’s help. … After each failure, ask forgiveness, pick yourself up, and try again.

11. God allows us to experience the low points of life in order to teach us lessons that we could learn in 
no other way.

12. Don’t let your happiness depend on something you may lose.


