
 
 

The desire to be home for Christmas is a very common hope. For most, looking forward to 
being with Family and being safe at Home is a desire that ties our hearts to Eternity.  
Somewhere deep within each of us is a desire, a longing for a world very different from our 
own. It is there first of all because we have been created in the image of God and were 
intended to live with Him in a world of love. Though His image has been defaced by the fall, 
there are still remnants of it within us. The stunning beauty of a sunset, the awe of starry 
heavens, a deeply moving story or poem, can arouse within us. The stunning beauty of a 
sunset, the awe of starry heavens, a deeply moving story or poem, can arouse within us for 
a brief moment an awareness and desire for your true home. This is even stronger once we 
have been born of the Spirit, for God plants eternity in our hearts.  
The writer of Hebrews tells of others who were longing for home in a different way. Instead 
of looking backward, they were looking ahead with faith to their home in heaven. Even 
though what they hoped for seemed a long way off, they trusted that God was faithful to 
keep His promise to bring them to a place where they would be with Him forever. See 
Hebrews 11:13-16. 
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Summary: A Man understands that Christmas is about 

finding his way to his true Home! 
Bible Verses: Hebrews 11:13-16, John 3:1-21,I Peter 1:23, 

Numbers 21:6-9,  John 16:19-23. 

Music: Soldiers Coming Home Surprise Compilation 2016 Part 10 - Try 

Not To Cry  
Videos: Cast Away – Rescue scene   

Resources: Nicodemus & Born Again – sermon by Timothy Keller 

Christmas: Nicodemus – “How Do I Get Home?” – John 3:16-21. 
1. ____________________________________ > Nicodemus is a Pharisee who comes to see Jesus "at night". He’s an educated man who is a 

leader on the Jewish governing body know as the Sanhedrin. He recognizes Jesus with respect as he addresses him as Rabbi and from God.  
2. __________________________________ > Jesus engages Nicodemus about born again, being born from above, seeing ―the Kingdom of 

God.‖ Nicodemus explores the notion of being literally born again from mother’s womb. Nicodemus knew that Jesus was not speak ing of literal 
re-birth.   

3. _____________________________________ > Nicodemus is mentioned in John 7. Nicodemus advises his colleagues among "the chief 
priests and the Pharisees", to hear and investigate before making a judgment concerning Jesus. John 19: 39-42 >  when Jesus is buried, 
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 100 pounds, for embalming Jesus' body according to Jewish custom. 

 
Christmas: How Important is being Born Again? 
1. ―___________________________!‖ > Jesus uses Nicodemus as the model for this teaching. A man who was like an old, rich Guy who is 

educated, ―Ph.D. from a good College, and part of the cultural elite. Jesus was not asking him to have a deep cathartic, emot ional experience 
or to adopt a strict moral structure to live.  

2. ―________________________________!‖ > Nicodemus came at night and acknowledged Jesus as a great teacher. ―We could work 
together!‖ Let’s make a deal.  

3. ―__________________________!‖ > Nicodemus was a Pharisee. He had moral structure to the max! It is not a call for morality.  
4. _____________________________! > Jesus is taking away every defense that others need this and you don’t. It is not for certain kinds of 

Christians or denominations—‖certain kinds of people need this.‖ NO > You need to be Born Again!  

 
Christmas: What is Born Again? 
1. __________________________________ > A radical metaphor that calls for every good, moral person to acknowledge that everything you 

do, does not count! All must start at the same place. Example: the Union League members!  
2. ______________________________________ > A radical metaphor that calls for a new conscience, a shift in identity—‖put on the new self!‖ 

Story – St. Augustine.  
3. _________________________________________ > A radical metaphor to a new way of living. Jesus refers to Ezekiel 36 & 37. God puts His 

spirit in you—new desires, new thoughts, new life! See I Peter 1:23 > transformation, not reformation which his ―try harder!‖ If you want new 
fruit, you must get a new root!  

4. ___________________________________________ > A radical metaphor that calls for a whole new way of thinking. Nicodemus refers to 
Jesus as Rabbi – teacher. Jesus gets very assertive with Nicodemus – ―I you believe that I’m a good teacher, then you will never be born 
again. You don’t need more good teaching!‖ See Numbers 21.  

5. __________________________________________________________ > You see everything different.  

 
Christmas: How Do You Get Born Again?  
1. _______________________________________________________ > Jesus is direct with Nicodemus. ―You must repent!‖ Nicodemus started 

to listen. See John 7:51. ―I didn’t come to be a Teacher!‖  
2. ____________________________________________ > Who actually brings about a birth? Birth happens to you—through your Mother’s 

pain, you are brought to life. Someone else is in labor, bleeding. You cannot make yourself a Christian. The new birth comes about through 
the act of another. See John 16:19 > Jesus refers to labor pain—‖I’m the woman!‖  

3. ___________________________ > You are not the one who does anything. Someone else brings life to you. See John 19:31 > Nicodemus 
takes Jesus body. Something had changed—his heart was different. Nicodemus realized that born again was not an experience, becoming 
better, or aligning himself with a better person. He embrace someone else’s work. He received Jesus!  

 

Action: Journal This!  
1. What aspect of Christmas makes you feel at Home?  
2. How does being Home effect the way you live? 

  



Bible Verses 

Hebrews 11:13-16 -- 13 Each one of these people of faith died not yet 
having in hand what was promised, but still believing. How did they do 
it? They saw it way off in the distance, waved their greeting, and 
accepted the fact that they were transients in this world. 14 People who 
live this way make it plain that they are looking for their true home. 15 If 
they were homesick for the old country, they could have gone back any 
time they wanted. 16 But they were after a far better country than that - 
heaven country. You can see why God is so proud of them, and has a 
City waiting for them. 
John 3:1-21 -- 1There was a man of the Pharisee sect, Nicodemus, a 
prominent leader among the Jews. 2 Late one night he visited Jesus 
and said, "Rabbi, we all know you're a teacher straight from God. No 
one could do all the God-pointing, God-revealing acts you do if God 
weren't in on it." 3 Jesus said, "You're absolutely right. Take it from me: 
Unless a person is born from above, it's not possible to see what I'm 
pointing to - to God's kingdom." 4 "How can anyone," said Nicodemus, 
"be born who has already been born and grown up? You can't re-enter 
your mother's womb and be born again. What are you saying with this 
'born-from-above' talk?" 5 Jesus said, "You're not listening. Let me say 
it again. Unless a person submits to this original creation - the 'wind 
hovering over the water' creation, the invisible moving the visible, a 
baptism into a new life - it's not possible to enter God's kingdom. 6 
When you look at a baby, it's just that: a body you can look at and 
touch. But the person who takes shape within is formed by something 
you can't see and touch - the Spirit - and becomes a living spirit. 7 "So 
don't be so surprised when I tell you that you have to be 'born from 
above' - out of this world, so to speak. 8 You know well enough how the 
wind blows this way and that. You hear it rustling through the trees, but 
you have no idea where it comes from or where it's headed next. That's 
the way it is with everyone 'born from above' by the wind of God, the 
Spirit of God." 9 Nicodemus asked, "What do you mean by this? How 
does this happen?" 10 Jesus said, "You're a respected teacher of Israel 
and you don't know these basics? 11 Listen carefully. I'm speaking 
sober truth to you. I speak only of what I know by experience; I give 
witness only to what I have seen with my own eyes. There is nothing 
secondhand here, no hearsay. Yet instead of facing the evidence and 
accepting it, you procrastinate with questions. 12 If I tell you things that 
are plain as the hand before your face and you don't believe me, what 
use is there in telling you of things you can't see, the things of God? 13 
"No one has ever gone up into the presence of God except the One 
who came down from that Presence, the Son of Man. 14 In the same 
way that Moses lifted the serpent in the desert so people could have 
something to see and then believe, it is necessary for the Son of Man  

to be lifted up - 15 and everyone who looks up to him, trusting and 
expectant, will gain a real life, eternal life. 16 "This is how much God 
loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is 
why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone 
can have a whole and lasting life. 17 God didn't go to all the trouble of 
sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world 
how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. 18 
Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him 
has long since been under the death sentence without knowing it. And 
why? Because of that person's failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind 
Son of God when introduced to him. 19 "This is the crisis we're in: God-
light streamed into the world, but men and women everywhere ran for 
the darkness. They went for the darkness because they were not really 
interested in pleasing God. 20 Everyone who makes a practice of doing 
evil, addicted to denial and illusion, hates God-light and won't come 
near it, fearing a painful exposure. 21 But anyone working and living in 
truth and reality welcomes God-light so the work can be seen for the 
God-work it is." 
I Peter 1:23 -- 23 Your new life is not like your old life. Your old birth 
came from mortal sperm; your new birth comes from God's living Word. 
Just think: a life conceived by God himself! 
Numbers 21:6-9 -- 6 So God sent poisonous snakes among the 
people; they bit them and many in Israel died. 7 The people came to 
Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke out against God and you. 
Pray to God; ask him to take these snakes from us." Moses prayed for 
the people. 8 God said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it on a 
flagpole: Whoever is bitten and looks at it will live." 9 So Moses made a 
snake of fiery copper and put it on top of a flagpole. Anyone bitten by a 
snake who then looked at the copper snake lived. 
John 16:19-23 -- 19 Jesus knew they were dying to ask him what he 
meant, so he said, "Are you trying to figure out among yourselves what 
I meant when I said, 'In a day or so you're not going to see me, but 
then in another day or so you will see me'? 20 Then fix this firmly in 
your minds: You're going to be in deep mourning while the godless 
world throws a party. You'll be sad, very sad, but your sadness will 
develop into gladness. 21 "When a woman gives birth, she has a hard 
time, there's no getting around it. But when the baby is born, there is 
joy in the birth. This new life in the world wipes out memory of the pain. 
22 The sadness you have right now is similar to that pain, but the 
coming joy is also similar. When I see you again, you'll be full of joy, 
and it will be a joy no one can rob from you. 23 You'll no longer be so 
full of questions. 

I’m Coming Home 
By J. Cole 

I’m coming home 
I’m coming home 

tell the World I’m coming home 
Let the rain wash away all the pain of yesterday 

I know my kingdom awaits and they’ve forgiven my mistakes 
I’m coming home, I’m coming home 

tell the World I’m coming 
Back where I belong 

I’ve never felt so strong eh 
feeling like there’s nothing that I can’t try 

and if you feel me put your hands high, high, high, hey 
and if you feel me put your hands high, high, hey 

This is my story this is my song 
if you aint got the heart, don’t attempt to try this at home 

it’s just a poem from a man once living wrong 
now I’m in the zone, tell the World I’m coming home 
been a long time coming, been a long time coming 
this song feel like the greatest of all time coming 
cause I do it B-I-G, I remember we would be high 

who’d have thought we’d be running rap when we was knee high 
to appreciate the sun you gotta know what rain is 

or cause I’m famous you don’t gotta know what pain is 
but I bounce back, would ya look at that 

I take my spot at the top and I aint looking back 
[Chorus] 

I’m coming home 
I’m coming home 

tell the World I’m coming home 
Let the rain wash away all the pain of yesterday 

I know my kingdom awaits and they’ve forgiven my mistakes 
I’m coming home, I’m coming home 

tell the World I’m coming 
Hey, confusion like I was losing my mind 

but one thing I never lose is my grind 
my closet need a lot of cleaning now 

I can’t sleep cause I dont like the sh-t I dream about 
hey Dear Lord please help me get the demons out 

and then help me get my genius out 
and get back to what I had 

if my good’s outweigh my bads, do you think my mistakes is gon even 
out (even out) 

I guess try and see, it’s on my diary, I’m living for my kids 
now they is just as fly as me 

talk well, wonder if Andre Harrell knew how great I would be when he 
fired me 

[Chorus x2] 
I’m coming home 
I’m coming home 

tell the World I’m coming home 
Let the rain wash away all the pain of yesterday 

I know my kingdom awaits and they’ve forgiven my mistakes 
I’m coming home, I’m coming home 

tell the World I’m coming…home 
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CHRISTMAS:
Longing for Home!

Born Again
John 3:1-21



CHRISTMAS: Longing for Home! – Hebrews 11:13-16 

The desire to be home for Christmas is a very common hope. For most, looking
forward to being with Family and being safe at Home is a desire that ties our hearts to
Eternity.
Somewhere deep within each of us is a desire, a longing for a world very different
from our own. It is there first of all because we have been created in the image of God
and were intended to live with Him in a world of love. Though His image has been
defaced by the fall, there are still remnants of it within us. The stunning beauty of a
sunset, the awe of starry heavens, a deeply moving story or poem, can arouse within
us. The stunning beauty of a sunset, the awe of starry heavens, a deeply moving story
or poem, can arouse within us for a brief moment an awareness and desire for your
true home. This is even stronger once we have been born of the Spirit, for God plants
eternity in our hearts.
The writer of Hebrews tells of others who were longing for home in a different way.
Instead of looking backward, they were looking ahead with faith to their home in
heaven. Even though what they hoped for seemed a long way off, they trusted that
God was faithful to keep His promise to bring them to a place where they would be
with Him forever. See Hebrews 11:13-16.



Christmas: Nicodemus –
“How Do I Get Home?” – John 3:16-21

1. Religious Leader > Nicodemus is a Pharisee who comes to see Jesus "at night".
He’s an educated man who is a leader on the Jewish governing body know as
the Sanhedrin. He recognizes Jesus with respect as he addresses him as Rabbi
and from God.

2. “Born Again” > Jesus engages Nicodemus about born again, being born from
above, seeing “the Kingdom of God.” Nicodemus explores the notion of being
literally born again from mother’s womb. Nicodemus knew that Jesus was not
speaking of literal re-birth.

3. Transformed > Nicodemus is mentioned in John 7. Nicodemus advises his
colleagues among "the chief priests and the Pharisees", to hear and
investigate before making a judgment concerning Jesus. John 19: 39-42 >
when Jesus is buried, Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about
100 pounds, for embalming Jesus' body according to Jewish custom.



Christmas: How Important is being Born Again?

1. “You MUST!” > Jesus uses Nicodemus as the model for this teaching. A
man who was like an old, rich Guy who is educated, “Ph.D. from a good
College, and part of the cultural elite. Jesus was not asking him to have
a deep cathartic, emotional experience or to adopt a strict moral
structure to live.

2. “You MUST!” > Nicodemus came at night and acknowledged Jesus as a
great teacher. “We could work together!” Let’s make a deal.

3. “You MUST!” > Nicodemus was a Pharisee. He had moral structure to
the max! It is not a call for morality.

4. YOU MUST! > Jesus is taking away every defense that others need this
and you don’t. It is not for certain kinds of Christians or
denominations—”certain kinds of people need this.” NO > You need to
be Born Again!



Christmas: What is Born Again?
1. Morally Radical > A radical metaphor that calls for every good, moral person to

acknowledge that everything you do, does not count! All must start at the
same place. Example: the Union League members!

2. Psychologically Radical > A radical metaphor that calls for a new conscience, a
shift in identity—”put on the new self!” Story – St. Augustine.

3. Organically Radical > A radical metaphor to a new way of living. Jesus refers to
Ezekiel 36 & 37. God puts His spirit in you—new desires, new thoughts, new
life! See I Peter 1:23 > transformation, not reformation which his “try harder!”
If you want new fruit, you must get a new root!

4. Foundationally Radical > A radical metaphor that calls for a whole new way of
thinking. Nicodemus refers to Jesus as Rabbi – teacher. Jesus gets very
assertive with Nicodemus – “I you believe that I’m a good teacher, then you
will never be born again. You don’t need more good teaching!” See Numbers
21.

5. Radical Transformation > You see everything different.



Christmas: How Do You Get Born Again? 

1. Listen and Think—Repent > Jesus is direct with Nicodemus. “You must
repent!” Nicodemus started to listen. See John 7:51. “I didn’t come to
be a Teacher!”

2. Birth--Believe > Who actually brings about a birth? Birth happens to
you—through your Mother’s pain, you are brought to life. Someone
else is in labor, bleeding. You cannot make yourself a Christian. The new
birth comes about through the act of another. See John 16:19 > Jesus
refers to labor pain—”I’m the woman!”

3. Receive--TRUST > You are not the one who does anything. Someone
else brings life to you. See John 19:31 > Nicodemus takes Jesus body.
Something had changed—his heart was different. Nicodemus realized
that born again was not an experience, becoming better, or aligning
himself with a better person. He embrace someone else’s work. He
received Jesus!



Action: Journal This! 

1. What aspect of Christmas makes you feel at 
Home? 

2. How does being Home effect the way you 
live?


