
 
  “If I asked you to tell me your story, what would you say? God is the author of your life 
story. God is engaged in an ongoing creative work in your life. You are a story—a well-
written, intentional story that is authored by the greatest Writer of all time, and even before 
time and after time. You are a living story that is meant to reveal and create glory. What 
makes your life a glorious bestseller is that the plot reveals not a mere moral or lesson but 
the very person and being of God.” - Dan Allender, PhD, in TO BE TOLD – Know Your Story 
– Share your Future 
 
REVEALING GOD THROUGH THE THEMES OF YOUR LIFE 
1. Your future is meant to be written in light of the _____________________________________________. You can’t predict the future, but you 

can read the patterns of the past to see how God has marked you for His purposes. God uses the past to open your future. As you learn to 
read patterns, you gain an understanding of your calling. Quote by Frederick Buechner.  

2. If you want to know the truth about yourself, you must be _______________________________________. That’s how God has made you. 
You must be avid, curious, and open if you are to learn who you are.  

3. Throughout your lifetime, all sorts of people have _________________________. Some of the naming has been cruel, designed to imprison 
you in shame. Others have spoken hope into your life. What you need is intentional feedback—input that you seek out. How do others 
experience you when you are hurt, angry, afraid, lonely, confident, jubilant, and at rest? Listen to others > you will be surprised and humble.  

 
YOUR STORY: Patterns That Reveal Themes 
1. See the _________________. Own the ______________. Then ask, “How did this pattern come to exist?” 
2. Reading the patterns will allow you to gain ________________________________________________—what is both consistent and 

inconsistent. You begin to get a picture of your life theme.  
3. __________________________ > to your stories. Look for themes—unifying ideas or motifs repeated throughout a story. Hear themes that 

repeat and then note how it unifies the complexities of a story into a coherent whole. A Gospel life will be rich, complex, contradictory, and 
surprising until the end. That’s what makes it Real & True. That’s what makes you REAL.  

4. A ___________________________ is not your mission, moral, or purpose. It is the significance of your life as seen by those who are close 
enough to sense how your life either reveals or fails to make known the character of God.  

5. A life theme sets the trajectory of your life, and that trajectory is woven into the 
________________________________________________________. All the truest themes have to do with what each of you uniquely 
reveals about God’s character. Your calling is to reveal God through the themes He has woven into your character. The questions that relate 
to where (place), what brokenness to confront (problem), with whom (population), and how (process) are largely left to your own choice and 
talents.  

 
YOUR STORY: God Calls You!  
1. _______________________________, which means you must listen and respond. God calls you to tasks and to service, but most important, 

He calls you into relationship with Him. Calling is not about “a to-do list.” 
2. Your calling is not ___________________________________________________________. What God calls you to do is in accord with a 

larger task—that of being. Your calling is an issue of heart. And the issue of the heart always has to do with whom or what you worship (Amos 
5:21-24). God does not give us a “to-do list,” instead He calls your heart to holiness, wholeness, and justice. Quote by Dan Allender.  

3. You are called ______________________________ through the themes and dreams He has woven into your heart. Therefore, to know your 
calling, you must come to name the unique trajectory of your story.  

4. God gives you ___________________ and ________________________. Your calling in life is always tied to people, place, problems, and 
process.  

 
Tell Us Your Story: Guideline #2: 
Men’s Coaching invites you to develop relationships, get to know one another, reach out, and develop community (II Corinthians 1:3-7).  
1. ______________________________ is rooted in relationship with God and one another.  
2. _____________________________ helps you discover and define who you are and how you shall live in trust, love, grace, humility, dignity, 

and justice.  
3. _____________________________ opens the door to gain permission to share truth among fellow believers and the unbelieving world.  
4. _____________________________ is the process of experiencing grace with God and others validates who I am, matures who I am 

becoming, and therefore is defining the way I should live.  
 
ACTION: Journal This!  
When it comes to being caught by your calling, it is simple:  
1. Whom will you serve (the people)?  
2. What locale will you serve that community (the place)?  
3. What portion of the Fall will you face (the problems)? 
4. What means will you use to address those problems (the process)? 
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TELL US YOUR STORY 

Seeing God Through Your Story 

Summary: A Man knows that his story is meant to 
reveal the glory of God. 

Bible Verses: Isaiah 1:10-17; Amos 5:21-24; 
II Corinthians 1:3-7  

Video Clips: YouTube – “Seabiscuit (1/10) Movie 
CLIP - The History of Seabiscuit (2003) HD” and 
“Seabiscuit (3/10) Movie CLIP - Red's First Ride 

(2003) HD”  
Music:  “The Call” performed by Matt Kennon 

Resources:  TO BE TOLD – Know Your 
Story, Shape Your Future by Dan Allender and 

THE STORIES WE TELL – How TV and 
Movies Long For and Echo the Truth by Mike 

Cosper 
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Bible Verses 
 
Isaiah 1:10-17 
10 “Listen to my Message, you Sodom-schooled leaders. Receive 
God’s revelation, you Gomorrah-schooled people. 
11-12 “Why this frenzy of sacrifices?” GOD’S asking. “Don’t you think 
I’ve had my fill of burnt sacrifices, rams and plump grain-fed calves? 
Don’t you think I’ve had my fill of blood from bulls, lambs, and goats? 
When you come before me, whoever gave you the idea of acting like 
this, running here and there, doing this and that—all this 
sheer commotion in the place provided for worship? 
13-17 “Quit your worship charades. I can’t stand your trivial religious 
games: monthly conferences, weekly Sabbaths, special meetings—
meetings, meetings, meetings—I can’t stand one more! Meetings for 
this, meetings for that. I hate them! You’ve worn me out! I’m sick of 
your religion, religion, religion, while you go right on sinning. When 
you put on your next prayer-performance, I’ll be looking the other 
way. No matter how long or loud or often you pray, I’ll not be 
listening. And do you know why? Because you’ve been tearing 
people to pieces, and your hands are bloody. Go home and wash 
up. Clean up your act. Sweep your lives clean of your evildoings  so 
I don’t have to look at them any longer. Say no to wrong. Learn to do 
good. Work for justice. Help the down-and-out. Stand up for the 
homeless. Go to bat for the defenseless. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amos 5:21-24 
21-24 “I can’t stand your religious meetings. I’m fed up with your 
conferences and conventions. I want nothing to do with your religion 
projects, your pretentious slogans and goals. I’m sick of your fund-
raising schemes, your public relations and image making. I’ve had all 
I can take of your noisy ego-music. When was the last time you sang 
to me? Do you know what I want? I want justice—oceans of it. 
I want fairness—rivers of it. That’s what I want. That’s all I want. 
 
II Corinthians 1:3-7 
3-5 All praise to the God and Father of our Master, Jesus the 
Messiah! Father of all mercy! God of all healing counsel! He comes 
alongside us when we go through hard times, and before you know 
it, he brings us alongside someone else who is going through hard 
times so that we can be there for that person just as God was there 
for us. We have plenty of hard times that come from following the 
Messiah, but no more so than the good times of his healing 
comfort—we get a full measure of that, too. 
6-7 When we suffer for Jesus, it works out for your healing and 
salvation. If we are treated well, given a helping hand and 
encouraging word, that also works to your benefit, spurring you on, 
face forward, unflinching. Your hard times are also our hard times. 
When we see that you’re just as willing to endure the hard times as 
to enjoy the good times, we know you’re going to make it, no doubt 
about it. 

 

 
THE CALL 

Written by Matt Kennon, Jeremy Campbell, and Noah Gordon and performed by Matt Kennon
 

Today was gonna be the day 
He'd already wrote the note 
And parked that Chevrolet 

At the end of that dead end road 
Had his finger on the trigger; just about to end everything 

He was taking one last long breathe; when he heard his cell phone 
ring 

 
And his best friends say man where you been? 
We're headed down to the lake this weekend 
You better not miss it 'cause buddy I swear 

It won't be the same If you ain't there 
And I told that girl that you like so much 

You were coming along and her eyes lit up 
I better let you go man I really hope I didn't catch you in the middle of 

anything 
 

He said you kinda did but I don't mind at all 
I'm glad you called 

 
In another town down the road 

In the backseat of a car 
Two 18 year olds had let a kiss go too far 

He said how are we gonna have this child 
When were both headed off to school? 

He convinced her late one night there's only one thing to do 
She was scared to death in that waiting room 
When the nurse asked how far along are you 

She said 5 weeks and just about then her phone lit up 
And his call came in 

Saying baby I was wrong about everything 
I've already bought you a diamond ring we' re gonna start a life 

Would you be my wife 
Boy or girl; pink or blue; yeah either way 

All she could say as she felt those tear drops falls was 
I'm so glad you called 

 
If someone you know is weighing on your mind 
And needs a friend on the end of that other line 
Don't hesitate what you say may seem so small 

But who knows 
They might be glad you called 

 
So make the call 

 
Yeah make that call 
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TELL US YOUR STORY



TELL US YOUR STORY!
If I asked you to tell me your story, what would you say? God is the author of your life story. 

God is engaged in an ongoing creative work in your life. You are a story—a well-written, 
intentional story that is authored by the greatest Writer of all time, and even before time 
and after time. You are a living story that is meant to reveal and create glory. What makes 

your life a glorious bestseller is that the plot reveals not a mere moral or lesson but the 
very person and being of God. 

- Dan Allender, PhD in TO BE TOLD – Know Your Story – Share your Future.

SEEING GOD THROUGH YOUR STORY!
Isaiah 1:10-17



REVEALING GOD THROUGH THE THEMES OF YOUR LIFE.
1. Your future is meant to be written in light of the patterns of the past. You can’t

predict the future, but you can read the patterns of the past to see how God
has marked you for His purposes. God uses the past to open your future. As
you learn to read patterns, you gain an understanding of your calling. Quote by
Frederick Buechner.

2. If you want to know the truth about yourself, you must be in a relational
dialogue. That’s how God has made you. You must be avid, curious, and open if
you are to learn who you are.

3. Throughout your lifetime, all sorts of people have named you. Some of the
naming has been cruel, designed to imprison you in shame. Others have spoken
hope into your life. What you need is intentional feedback—input that you seek
out. How do others experience you when you are hurt, angry, afraid, lonely,
confident, jubilant, and at rest? Listen to others > you will be surprised and
humble.



Frederick Buechner

God acts in history and in your and my brief histories not 
as a puppeteer who sets the scene and works the strings 
but rather as the great director who no matter what role 
fate (providence) casts us in conveys to us somehow from 

the wings, if we have our eyes, ears, hearts open and 
sometimes even if we don’t, how we can play those roles 
in a way to enrich and ennoble and hallow the whole vast 
drama of things including our own small but crucial parts 

in it.



YOUR STORY: Patterns That Reveal Themes. 
1. See the pattern. Own the pattern. Then ask, “How did this pattern come to exist?”

2. Reading the patterns will allow you to gain the true measure of yourself—what is both
consistent and inconsistent. You begin to get a picture of your life theme.

3. Listen to your life > to your stories. Look for themes—unifying ideas or motifs repeated
throughout a story. Hear themes that repeat and then note how it unifies the complexities
of a story into a coherent whole. A Gospel life will be rich, complex, contradictory, and
surprising until the end. That’s what makes it Real & True. That’s what makes you REAL.

4. A life theme is not your mission, moral, or purpose. It is the significance of your life as
seen by those who are close enough to sense how your life either reveals or fails to make
known the character of God.

5. A life theme sets the trajectory of your life, and that trajectory is woven into the role you
are to play. All the truest themes have to do with what each of you uniquely reveals about
God’s character. Your calling is to reveal God through the themes He has woven into your
character. The questions that relate to where (place), what brokenness to confront
(problem), with whom (population), and how (process) are largely left to your own choice
and talents.



YOUR STORY: God Calls You! 
1. God calls you, which means you must listen and respond. God calls you to tasks and to

service, but most important, He calls you into relationship with Him. Calling is not about “a
to-do list.”

2. Your calling is not a list of things God wants you to get done. What God calls you to do is
in accord with a larger task—that of being. Your calling is an issue of heart. And the issue
of the heart always has to do with whom or what you worship (Amos 5:21-24). God does
not give us a “to-do list,” instead He calls your heart to holiness, wholeness, and justice.
Quote by Dan Allender.

3. You are called to reveal God through the themes and dreams He has woven into your
heart. Therefore, to know your calling, you must come to name the unique trajectory of
your story.

4. God gives you desire and meaning. Your calling in life is always tied to people, place,
problems, and process.



Dan Allender

I don’t believe anyone is called to a job or a profession. 
My calling in life is not to be a writer, therapist, speaker, 
teacher, trainer, or administrator. My calling is to walk 
through any door God gives me in order to reveal His 

glory. What is my calling? It is to make known something 
about God that is bound to my unique face, name, and 

story. It is to reveal God through my character.



Tell Us Your Story: Guideline #2: 
Men’s Coaching invites you to develop relationships, get to know one 

another, reach out, and develop community (II Corinthians 1:3-7).

1. Community is rooted in relationship with God and one another. 

2. Community helps you discover and define who you are and how you shall 
live in trust, love, grace, humility, dignity, and justice. 

3. Community opens the door to gain permission to share truth among fellow 
believers and the unbelieving world. 

4. Community is the process of experiencing grace with God and others 
validates who I am, matures who I am becoming, and therefore is defining 
the way I should live. 



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. When it comes to being caught by your calling, it is simple:

1. Whom will you serve (the people)?

2. What locale will you serve that community (the place)?

3. What portion of the Fall will you face (the problems)?

4. What means will you use to address those problems (the
process)?


