
 
  “If I asked you to tell me your story, what would you say? God is the author of your life 
story. God is engaged in an ongoing creative work in your life. You are a story—a well-
written, intentional story that is authored by the greatest Writer of all time, and even before 
time and after time. You are a living story that is meant to reveal and create glory. What 
makes your life a glorious bestseller is that the plot reveals not a mere moral or lesson but 
the very person and being of God.” - Dan Allender, PhD, in TO BE TOLD – Know Your Story 
– Share your Future 
 

WHAT IS YOUR STORY? – Psalm 38:9-20 

1. _________________________________ = Your story reveals the ongoing creative work of God in your life. Your life is the thing that 
most influences and shapes your outlook, your tendencies, your choices, and your decisions. It is the force that orients you toward the 
future.  

2. _______________________________________ = 4 Cores issues:  
1. God is not merely the Creator of life. He is the Author of your life, and He writes each person’s life to reveal His divine story. There 

never has been nor ever will be another life like yours!  
2. Your life is not a series of random scenes that pile up like shoes in a closet. Your story has unique characters, surprising plot 

twists, central themes, tension and suspense, and deep significance. In your story God shows what He’s up to and what he wants 
you to be about.  

3. As you understand and embrace your life story, you can join God as a coauthor. God calls you to be a writer of my future.  
4. There is necessity and healing in telling your story to others. We are to tell and to listen, and even more so, we are called to 

encourage others to know and tell and listen to God’s story as well as their own.  
3. _________________________________________ = Who are you? What about God are you most uniquely suited to reveal to others? 

And how is the meaning in your life best lived out? You must find the meaning that God is writing for your life.  
 

READING YOUR LIFE AS GOD HAS WRITTEN IT – Psalm 76 

1. ___________________. You are a story! You are a well-written, intentional story that is authored by the greatest Writer of all time. 
God is constantly writing your story, but He doesn’t send you the next chapter in advance. Instead, you read backward—finding the 
meaning in your stories as you read what God has already written.  

2. ___________________ = You are defined by the people in your life. You are not the most important character in your own story, 
but you are almost always on the stage. You will not truly know the Author of your story, the meaning or the plot of your story, until 
you know all of the primary and peripheral players on your stage.  

3. __________________ = the story of your life > how you came to be who you are (Creation), how you lost yourself (the Fall), what it 
means to discover the name of God has written for you (Redemption), and how the ending of your story reflects the great 
consummation of God’s Story (His coming). The plot is an encounter with the heartache and dreams and desires related to your 
personal tragedies—the events of your life that occur between fall and redemption and, ultimately, glorification.  

 
YOUR STORY: TRAGEDY & TENSION – John 16:33 

1. _____________________ is universal. Every life is under the curse, a consequence of Adam and Eve’s turning from God to 
embrace the delectable lie of evil. Every woman will labor with loneliness; every man will struggle with futility.  

2. ___________________ lies at the heart of all tragedy and at the core of every personal narrative. Death shatters shalom, or 
harmony.  

3. Life involves ______________. Tension is living in the gap between certainty and uncertainty. Curiosity is intended to be a normal 
part of life. You begin with what you know and you are irresistibly drawn to what you don’t know. You are wired to grow, and all 
growth stretches you beyond you comfort level.  

4. __________________ is always there! Your life is unpredictable. To understand your story, you need to know your tragedies, and 
as you learn them, you will catch a glimpse of how you currently manage tension.  

5. ________________ the plot! You cannot change your tragedies, nor can you eliminate the characters in your story, but you can 
write a new plot. To know your plot is the first step in changing it. Process > the plan, scheme, map, purpose.  

 
WHAT ENDING ARE YOU WRITING?   

1. _____________________________ = A good ending doesn’t have to be safe or nice. It only has to bring the story to fullness. 
Endings are meant to be a sensual, wild fullness of all that came before.  

2. __________________________________ > Death is not the ending! You are responsible for writing your story, including your 
ending. Ending well means a willingness to move toward the kind of meaning that far exceeds being a “good” person. Ending well 
means you are ready to embrace the true meaning of your life and head to a wild, full ending.  

3. _________________________________________. A good but unexamined life will be high on duty and not likely to celebrate the 
odd paradoxes, the ironic coincidences, and the humor of being dirt. God’s glory is grown when you live out the calling He has 
given you—when you are aware of you calling, live intentionally, and live with passion. You learn how to read your story, you take 
responsibility to be the coauthor with God.  
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ACTION: Journal This!  

1. What are the greatest tragedies of your life?  
2. What is true about your life that is hard to admit? 
3. How do you celebrate a good ending? 

 
 

Bible Verses 
 
Psalm 119:25-32 
25-32 I’m feeling terrible—I couldn’t feel worse! Get me on my feet 
again. You promised, remember? When I told my story, you 
responded; train me well in your deep wisdom. Help me understand 
these things inside and out so I can ponder your miracle-wonders. 
My sad life’s dilapidated, a falling-down barn; build me up again by 
your Word. Barricade the road that goes Nowhere; grace me with 
your clear revelation. I choose the true road to Somewhere, I post 
your road signs at every curve and corner. I grasp and cling to 
whatever you tell me; GOD, don’t let me down! I’ll run the course you 
lay out for me if you’ll just show me how. 
 
Psalm 38:9-20 
9-16 Lord, my longings are sitting in plain sight, my groans an old story 
to you. My heart’s about to break; I’m a burned-out case. Cataracts 
blind me to God and good; old friends avoid me like the plague. My 
cousins never visit, my neighbors stab me in the back. My 
competitors blacken my name, devoutly they pray for my ruin. But 
I’m deaf and mute to it all, ears shut, mouth shut. I don’t hear a word 
they say, don’t speak a word in response. What I do, GOD, is wait for 
you, wait for my Lord, my God—you will answer! I wait and pray so 
they won’t laugh me off, won’t smugly strut off when I stumble. 
17-20 I’m on the edge of losing it—the pain in my gut keeps burning. 
I’m ready to tell my story of failure, I’m no longer smug in my sin. My 
enemies are alive and in action, a lynch mob after my neck. I give 
out good and get back evil from God-haters who can’t stand a God-
lover. 

Psalm 76 
1-3 God is well-known in Judah; in Israel, he’s a household name. He 
keeps a house in Salem, his own suite of rooms in Zion. That’s 
where, using arrows for kindling, he made a bonfire of weapons of 
war. 
4-6 Oh, how bright you shine! Outshining their huge piles of loot! The 
warriors were plundered and left there impotent. And now there’s 
nothing to them, nothing to show for their swagger and threats. Your 
sudden roar, God of Jacob, knocked the wind out of horse and rider. 
7-10 Fierce you are, and fearsome! Who can stand up to your rising 
anger? From heaven you thunder judgment; earth falls to her knees 
and holds her breath. God stands tall and makes things right, he 
saves all the wretched on earth. Instead of smoldering rage—God-
praise! All that sputtering rage—now a garland for God! 
11-12 Do for GOD what you said you’d do—He is, after all, your God. 
Let everyone in town bring offerings to the One Who Watches our 
every move. Nobody gets by with anything, no one plays fast and 
loose with him. 
 
John 16:31-23 
31-33 Jesus answered them, “Do you finally believe? In fact, you’re 
about to make a run for it—saving your own skins and abandoning 
me. But I’m not abandoned. The Father is with me. I’ve told you all 
this so that trusting me, you will be unshakable and assured, deeply 
at peace. In this godless world you will continue to experience 
difficulties. But take heart! I’ve conquered the world.” 

 
MY STORY 

Written by Mike Weaver and Jason Ingram and performed by Big Daddy Weave
 

If I told you my story 
You would hear Hope that wouldn't let go 

And if I told you my story 
You would hear Love that never gave up 

And if I told you my story 
You would hear Life, but it wasn't mine 

 
If I should speak then let it be 

Of the grace that is greater than all my sin 
Of when justice was served and where mercy wins 

Of the kindness of Jesus that draws me in 
Oh to tell you my story is to tell of Him 

 
If I told you my story 

You would hear victory over the enemy 
And if I told you my story 

You would hear freedom that was won for me 
And if I told you my story 

You would hear Life overcome the grave 
 

If I should speak then let it be 
Of the grace that is greater than all my sin 

Of when justice was served and where mercy wins 
 

Of the kindness of Jesus that draws me in 
Oh to tell you my story is to tell of Him 

 
This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my savior all the day long 
This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my savior all the day long 
 

For the grace that is greater than all my sin 
Of when justice was served and where mercy wins 

Of the kindness of Jesus that draws me in 
Oh to tell you my story is to tell 

For the grace that is greater than all my sin 
Of when justice was served and where mercy wins 

Of the kindness of Jesus that draws me in 
Oh to tell you my story is to tell of Him 
Oh to tell you my story is to tell of Him 

 
This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my savior all the day long 
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TELL US YOUR STORY



TELL US YOUR STORY!
If I asked you to tell me your story, what would you say? God is the author of your life story. 

God is engaged in an ongoing creative work in your life. You are a story—a well-written, 
intentional story that is authored by the greatest Writer of all time, and even before time 
and after time. You are a living story that is meant to reveal and create glory. What makes 

your life a glorious bestseller is that the plot reveals not a mere moral or lesson but the 
very person and being of God. 

- Dan Allender, PhD in TO BE TOLD – Know Your Story – Share your Future.

The Glory of Your Story!
- Psalm 119:25-32.  



WHAT IS YOUR STORY? – Psalm 38:9-20.

1. Reveal your story = Your story reveals the ongoing creative work of God in your life. Your
life is the thing that most influences and shapes your outlook, your tendencies, your
choices, and your decisions. It is the force that orients you toward the future.

2. Listen to story = 4 Cores issues:
1. God is not merely the Creator of life. He is the Author of your life, and He writes each person’s life to

reveal His divine story. There never has been nor ever will be another life like yours!

2. Your life is not a series of random scenes that pile up like shoes in a closet. Your story has unique
characters, surprising plot twists, central themes, tension and suspense, and deep significance. In your
story God shows what He’s up to and what he wants you to be about.

3. As you understand and embrace your life story, you can join God as a coauthor. God calls you to be a
writer of my future.

4. There is necessity and healing in telling your story to others. We are to tell and to listen, and even more
so, we are called to encourage others to know and tell and listen to God’s story as well as their own.

3. Tell your story = Who are you? What about God are you most uniquely suited to reveal to
others? And how is the meaning in your life best lived out? You must find the meaning
that God is writing for your life.



READING YOUR LIFE AS GOD HAS WRITTEN IT. – Psalm 76

1. Author. You are a story! You are a well-written, intentional story that is authored by the

greatest Writer of all time. God is constantly writing your story, but He doesn’t send you
the next chapter in advance. Instead, you read backward—finding the meaning in your
stories as you read what God has already written.

2. Characters = You are defined by the people in your life. You are not the most

important character in your own story, but you are almost always on the stage. You will
not truly know the Author of your story, the meaning or the plot of your story, until you
know all of the primary and peripheral players on your stage.

3. Plot = the story of your life > how you came to be who you are (Creation), how

you lost yourself (the Fall), what it means to discover the name of God has written for you
(Redemption), and how the ending of your story reflects the great consummation of God’s
Story (His coming). The plot is an encounter with the heartache and dreams and desires
related to your personal tragedies—the events of your life that occur between fall and
redemption and, ultimately, glorification.



YOUR STORY: TRAGEDY & TENSION – John 16:33
1. Adversity is universal. Every life is under the curse, a consequence of Adam and

Eve’s turning from God to embrace the delectable lie of evil. Every woman will
labor with loneliness; every man will struggle with futility.

2. Death lies at the heart of all tragedy and at the core of every personal narrative.
Death shatters shalom, or harmony.

3. Life involves tension. Tension is living in the gap between certainty and
uncertainty. Curiosity is intended to be a normal part of life. You begin with what
you know and you are irresistibly drawn to what you don’t know. You are wired to
grow, and all growth stretches you beyond you comfort level.

4. Tragedy is always there! Your life is unpredictable. To understand your story, you
need to know your tragedies, and as you learn them, you will catch a glimpse of
how you currently manage tension.

5. Change the plot! You cannot change your tragedies, nor can you eliminate the
characters in your story, but you can write a new plot. To know your plot is the
first step in changing it. Process > the plan, scheme, map, purpose.



WHAT ENDING ARE YOU WRITING?  
1. Safe or Nice = A good ending doesn’t have to be safe or nice. It only

has to bring the story to fullness. Endings are meant to be a sensual,
wild fullness of all that came before.

2. Wild & Full > Death is not the ending! You are responsible for writing
your story, including your ending. Ending well means a willingness to
move toward the kind of meaning that far exceeds being a “good”
person. Ending well means you are ready to embrace the true meaning
of your life and head to a wild, full ending.

3. Meaning vs Good. A good but unexamined life will be high on duty and
not likely to celebrate the odd paradoxes, the ironic coincidences, and
the humor of being dirt. God’s glory is grown when you live out the
calling He has given you—when you are aware of you calling, live
intentionally, and live with passion. You learn how to read your story,
you take responsibility to be the coauthor with God.



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. What are the greatest tragedies of your life? 

2. What is true about your life that is hard to admit? 

3. How do you celebrate a good ending? 


