
"Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?" —
T.S. Eliot 
 

Knowledge is gathered from learning and education, while most say that wisdom is gathered from day-to-day 
experiences and is a state of being wise. Knowledge is merely having clarity of facts and truths, while wisdom 
is the practical ability to make consistently good decisions in life. God desires that your life be a masterpiece 
that reflects His greatness and your uniqueness. But to create a masterpiece with your life, you must submit 

yourself to the hand of the Master. That moment of awareness and surrender is the beginning of true wisdom. You must allow God to influence each stroke 
on the canvas of your life. This series will lead you to a path of wisdom by considering the Book of Ecclesiastes, movie clips, story, and other resources. 

 
ENJOY LIFE & WALK WITH GOD! – Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:14 
1. All you young guys, do 2 things:  

a. ___________________________________ > Enjoy it now – the light of day and the vigor of your youth are truly sweet (Eccl. 11:7-10).  
b. ___________________________________ > Enjoyment of your youth is only possible if you remember your Creator NOW, before the difficult 

days arrive. (Eccl. 12:1,2).  
2. The house ________________! Solomon compares the body falling apart to the distress of a great house in increasing despair (Eccl. 12:3-7).  

a. Strong men struggle (Eccl. 12:3).  
b. Eyes & teeth fail (Eccl. 12:4).  
c. Sleep issues (Eccl. 12:4).  
d. Ability to enjoy music declines (Eccl. 12:4).  
e. Fear of heights increase, fear of stumbling and falling are real (Eccl. 12:5).  
f. The “almond tree” blossoms > hair becomes white or gray (Eccl. 12:5).  
g. Desire for sexual activity and satisfaction declines (Eccl. 12:5).  
h. Prepare for death > Remember your Creator (Eccl. 12:5-7).  

 
DIRECTION FOR THE JOURNEY – Ecclesiastes 12:8-14. 
1. Wisdom > brings __________________________________________ (Eccl. 12:8,9) 
2. Wisdom > is the __________________________________________ (Eccl. 12:10).  
3. Wisdom > holds ___________________________ like nails placed by a skilled carpenter (Eccl. 12:11).  
4. Wisdom > either _____________________________ or become weary trying to read all the books that are available (Eccl. 12:12).  
5. Wisdom > remember the _____________________________________. God will judge the secret things of every man’s life. The only way that 

exhaustive judgment brings pleasure and encouragement is the see it as the gift of God.   
 
JOURNEY IS WHAT LIFE IS ABOUT! 
1. _________________________________________________ is key! The fact that your spiritual development is a journey helps to explain experiences 

like doubt, apathy, disillusionment or depression as normal passages that you, as a man, move through. These experiences become “providential 
permissions (I Corinthians 3:6).” 

2. ____________ is the model. Follow Him to “self-discovery and self-awareness.” Jesus proclaimed “I am the way” (John 14:6). The Greek word for 
“way” is odos from which we get the word odometer. You will not always know where God is taking you (Hebrews 11:8). The Psalms of Ascents—
Psalms 120-134—were journey songs sung by faithful men as they traveled on their pilgrimage to worship at the temple. Jesus will lead you to 
surrender and sacrifice.  

3. ____________________________________________ – having a clear picture of your destination allows you to make sense of your journey (I John 
3:2). The goal is communion and union with Jesus!  

4. There are ________________________________________________________ (Moses recorded 40 stages of the journey > Numbers 33:2). Jesus 
moved from self-discovery to self-sacrifice. Even Jesus went through stages of development (Luke 2:52). Stages of Ascent:  
a. ___________________________ = when you first recognize the presence of God. 
b. ___________________________ = when you learn the truth and learn to trust God? 
c. ___________________________ = when you discover and implement your calling and gifts.  

 
THE CRISIS – THE INWARD JOURNEY BEGINS!  
1. _______________________________to an inner focus. Old resources that you have depended on no longer work. A new passion for intimacy with 

God rather than service for Him develops. It is a time of surrender of your ego for success and significance. It is like a second conversion!  
2. ___________________ is discovered. You no longer strive to accomplish great things for God, but you learn to surrender to God’s ways and purposes.  
3. ____________________________________ is the final stage of the journey (Philippians 1:21).  

a. Moving from action to intimacy with God.  
b. Moving from control to surrender.  
c. Moving from working for God to letting God work through you.  
d. Moving from False Self to the Real Self in Christ.  
e. Moving from “my way” to God’s way of faith, hope, & love.  
f. Moving from initiating to responding.  
g. Moving from individualism to community.  
h. Moving from personal goals to communion with God.  
i. Moving from Self-sufficiency to poverty of spirit.  
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WISDOM or KNOWLEDGE – Where are You? 
 

Enjoy the Journey! 
Summary: The Man who is wise is aware of how life is a journey. 

Bible Verses: Ecclesiastes 12:13; Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:14; Numbers 33:1,2; 

Matthew 11:28-30 
Video Clips: YouTube – “The Straight Story (1999) HQ Trailer” and “The Straight Story 9 10” 

Music:  “Mighty to Save” performed by Jeremy Camp 
Resources:  Joy at the End of the Tether: The Inscrutable Wisdom of Ecclesiastes by Douglas 

Wilson 
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j. Moving from Discipline to the Spiritual Disciplines (Matthew 11:28-30).  
 
ACTION: Journal This!  
1. Where are you on your life journey?   
2. Where are you with Jesus? 

3. What crisis has shaped and changed your life? How so? 
Bible Verses 

 
Ecclesiastes 12:12-13 
12-13 But regarding anything beyond this, dear friend, go easy. There’s no 
end to the publishing of books, and constant study wears you out so 
you’re no good for anything else. The last and final word is this: 
Fear God. Do what he tells you. 
 
Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:14 
7-8 Oh, how sweet the light of day, and how wonderful to live in the 
sunshine! Even if you live a long time, don’t take a single day for granted. 
Take delight in each light-filled hour, remembering that there will also be 
many dark days and that most of what comes your way is smoke. 
9 You who are young, make the most of your youth. Relish your youthful 
vigor. Follow the impulses of your heart. If something looks good to you, 
pursue it. But know also that not just anything goes; you have to answer 
to God for every last bit of it. 
10 Live footloose and fancy-free—you won’t be young forever. Youth lasts 
about as long as smoke. 
12 1-2 Honor and enjoy your Creator while you’re still young, before the 
years take their toll and your vigor wanes, before your vision dims and 
the world blurs and the winter years keep you close to the fire. 
3-5 In old age, your body no longer serves you so well. Muscles slacken, 
grip weakens, joints stiffen. The shades are pulled down on the world. 
You can’t come and go at will. Things grind to a halt. The hum of the 
household fades away. You are wakened now by bird-song. Hikes to the 
mountains are a thing of the past. Even a stroll down the road has its 
terrors. Your hair turns apple-blossom white, adorning a fragile and 
impotent matchstick body. Yes, you’re well on your way to eternal rest, 
while your friends make plans for your funeral. 
6-7 Life, lovely while it lasts, is soon over. Life as we know it, precious and 
beautiful, ends. The body is put back in the same ground it came from. 
The spirit returns to God, who first breathed it. 

8 It’s all smoke, nothing but smoke. The Quester says that everything’s 
smoke. 
9-10 Besides being wise himself, the Quester also taught others 
knowledge. He weighed, examined, and arranged many proverbs. The 
Quester did his best to find the right words and write the plain truth. 
11 The words of the wise prod us to live well. They’re like nails hammered 
home, holding life together. They are given by God, the one Shepherd. 
12-13 But regarding anything beyond this, dear friend, go easy. There’s no 
end to the publishing of books, and constant study wears you out so 
you’re no good for anything else. The last and final word is this:  Fear 
God. Do what he tells you. 
14 And that’s it. Eventually God will bring everything that we do out into 
the open and judge it according to its hidden intent, whether it’s good or 
evil. 
 
Numbers 33:1,2 
1-2 These are the camping sites in the journey of the People of Israel after 
they left Egypt, deployed militarily under the command of Moses and 
Aaron. Under GOD’s instruction Moses kept a log of every time they 
moved, camp by camp: 
 
Matthew 11:28-30 
28-30 “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get 
away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real 
rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the 
unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. 
Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.” 
 

MIGHTY TO SAVE 
Written by Ben Fielding and Reuben Morgan and performed by Jeremy Camp

 
Everyone needs compassion 

Love that's never failing 
Let mercy fall on me 

 
Everyone needs forgiveness 

The kindness of a Savior 
The hope of nations 

 
Savior, He can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save 
He is mighty to save 

 
Forever, author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 
Jesus conquered the grave 

 
So take me as You find me 

All my fears and failures 
Fill my life again 

 
I give my life to follow 
Everything I believe in 

Now I surrender 
 

My Savior, He can move the mountains 
My God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Forever, 

author of salvation 
He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 
 

Shine your light and let the whole world see 
We're singing for the glory of the risen King, Jesus 
We're singing for the glory of the risen King, Jesus 

 
My Savior, He can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save 
He is mighty to save 

 
Forever, author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 
Jesus conquered the grave 

 
My Savior, You can move the mountains 

You are mighty to save 
You are mighty to save 

 
Forever, author of Salvation 

You rose and conquered the grave 
Yes, You conquered the grave 

Philip K. Hardin, M.A., M.Div. 
Director of Business & Professional Outreach, Intl. 

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist & Licensed Professional Counselor 
Email:  phil@bpointl.org    Webpage:  www.bpointl.org 

 

mailto:phil@bpointl.org
http://www.bpointl.org/


WISDOM or KNOWLEDGE – Where are you?

"Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we have lost 
in information?" —T.S. Eliot. Knowledge is gathered from learning and education, while 
most say that wisdom is gathered from day-to-day experiences and is a state of being 

wise. Knowledge is merely having clarity of facts and truths, while wisdom is the practical 
ability to make consistently good decisions in life. God desires that your life be a 

masterpiece that reflects His greatness and your uniqueness. But to create a masterpiece 
with your life, you must submit yourself to the hand of the Master. That moment of 
awareness and surrender is the beginning of true wisdom. You must allow God to 

influence each stroke on the canvas of your life. This series will lead you to a path of 
wisdom by considering the Book of Ecclesiastes, movie clips, story, and other resources. 

ENJOY THE JOURNEY!

Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:14



ENJOY LIFE & WALK WITH GOD! 
Ecclesiastes 11:7-21:14

1. All you young guys, do 2 things:
1. Embrace youth > Enjoy it now – the light of day and the vigor of your youth are truly sweet (Eccl. 11:7-

10).

2. Reject evil > Enjoyment of your youth is only possible if you remember your Creator NOW, before the
difficult days arrive. (Eccl. 12:1,2).

2. The house will fall! Solomon compares the body falling apart to the distress
of a great house in increasing despair (Eccl. 12:3-7).

1. Strong men struggle (Eccl. 12:3).

2. Eyes & teeth fail (Eccl. 12:4).

3. Sleep issues (Eccl. 12:4).

4. Ability to enjoy music declines (Eccl. 12:4).

5. Fear of heights increase, fear of stumbling and falling are real (Eccl. 12:5).

6. The “almond tree” blossoms > hair becomes white or gray (Eccl. 12:5).

7. Desire for sexual activity and satisfaction declines (Eccl. 12:5).

8. Prepare for death > Remember your Creator (Eccl. 12:5-7).



DIRECTION FOR THE JOURNEY
Ecclesiastes 12:8-14

1. Wisdom > brings order for life (Eccl. 12:8,9)

2. Wisdom > is the voice of truth (Eccl. 12:10).

3. Wisdom > holds life together like nails placed by a skilled carpenter
(Eccl. 12:11).

4. Wisdom > either get it here or become weary trying to read all the
books that are available (Eccl. 12:12).

5. Wisdom > remember the final judgment. God will judge the secret
things of every man’s life. The only way that exhaustive judgment
brings pleasure and encouragement is the see it as the gift of God.



JOURNEY IS WHAT LIFE IS ABOUT!
1. Awareness of the journey is key! The fact that your spiritual development is a journey helps to

explain experiences like doubt, apathy, disillusionment or depression as normal passages that you,
as a man, move through. These experiences become “providential permissions (I Corinthians 3:6).”

2. Jesus is the model. Follow Him to “self-discovery and self-awareness.” Jesus proclaimed “I am the
way” (John 14:6). The Greek word for “way” is odos from which we get the word odometer. You will
not always know where God is taking you (Hebrews 11:8). The Psalms of Ascents—Psalms 120-
134—were journey songs sung by faithful men as they traveled on their pilgrimage to worship at the
temple. Jesus will lead you to surrender and sacrifice.

3. Begin with the end in mind – having a clear picture of your destination allows you to make sense of
your journey (I John 3:2). The goal is communion and union with Jesus!

4. There are stages of the journey (Moses recorded 40 stages of the journey > Numbers 33:1,2). Jesus
moved from self-discovery to self-sacrifice. Even Jesus went through stages of development (Luke
2:52). Stages of Ascent:

1. Recognition = when you first recognize the presence of God.

2. Discipleship = when you learn the truth and learn to trust God?

3. Production = when you discover and implement your calling and gifts.



THE CRISIS – THE INWARD JOURNEY BEGINS! 
1. Crisis moves you to an inner focus. Old resources that you have depended on no longer

work. A new passion for intimacy with God rather than service for Him develops. It is a
time of surrender of your ego for success and significance. It is like a second conversion!

2. True self is discovered. You no longer strive to accomplish great things for God, but you
learn to surrender to God’s ways and purposes.

3. Life of love is the final stage of the journey (Philippians 1:21).
1. Moving from action to intimacy with God.
2. Moving from control to surrender.
3. Moving from working for God to letting God work through you.
4. Moving from False Self to the Real Self in Christ.
5. Moving from “my way” to God’s way of faith, hope, & love.
6. Moving from initiating to responding.
7. Moving from individualism to community.
8. Moving from personal goals to communion with God.
9. Moving from Self-sufficiency to poverty of spirit.
10. Moving from Discipline to the Spiritual Disciplines (Matthew 11:28-30).



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. Where are you on your life journey?  

2. Where are you with Jesus? 

3. What crisis has shaped and changed your life? How so? 


