
"Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?" 
—T.S. Eliot 
 

Knowledge is gathered from learning and education, while most say that wisdom is gathered from day-to-
day experiences and is a state of being wise. Knowledge is merely having clarity of facts and truths, while 
wisdom is the practical ability to make consistently good decisions in life. God desires that your life be a 
masterpiece that reflects His greatness and your uniqueness. But to create a masterpiece with your life, 
you must submit yourself to the hand of the Master. That moment of awareness and surrender is the 
beginning of true wisdom. You must allow God to influence each stroke on the canvas of your life. This 
series will lead you to a path of wisdom by considering the Book of Ecclesiastes, movie clips, story, and 
other resources. 

 
DON’T BE DECEIVED BY POWERFUL MEN! – Ecclesiastes 8:1-15 
1. Wisdom is the ability to _________________________________________________________________ and then to know 

______________________________________________ (Eccl. 8:1; Proverbs 9:10). No pledge of loyalty to any power but God can be absolute, but it 
can nevertheless be genuine and lawful (Luke 13:31,32). A wise man respects authority and knows how to approach an authority figure (Eccl. 8:1-6). 

2. Even with powerful authority, avoid “_________________________________” mentality. Flexibility and prudence must not be confused with 
compromise and fear. Even ungodly king Ahab had a righteous cabinet minister (I Kings 18:3-4).  

3. The struggle to understand how __________________________ is real—why does evil sometimes seems to triumph. Why do cruel men rise to power? 
Why are wicked men honored in public? Why are wicked men avoiding punishment? Why do good men suffer while bad guys do well? (Eccl. 8:9-11). 

4. God does _____________________________________________ and a man should enjoy life and not always brood over evil. Only God knows what 
He is doing and why He does it. Solomon concludes that God’s presence does not shield you from all trouble, but it guarantees you that you will have 
His power with which to meet adversity (Eccl. 8:12-15).  

 
RELATING TO AUTHORITY – BECOMING AN ADULT! – Matthew 23:1-10 
1. Becoming an adult is the process of moving out of a “_____________________________________________” relationship and into a peer relationship 

to other adults. Becoming an adult is assuming the authority position of life, an important part of the image of God.  
2. Authority involves several facets:  

 ________________ = right to give commands, enforce obedience, take action, or make final decisions.  

 ________________ = gifts, abilities, and skills that have been developed over time.  

 ________________ = a position that has been earned.  

 ________________ = positional leadership over others.  

 ________________ = the ability to give up rights and serve others.  
 
BECOME AN ADULT – REFLECT THE IMAGE OF GOD! 
1. Becoming an adult means you have _____________________________________ and the domain God has given you, officiate a role or office when 

asked, influence our real ownership of something, have expertise, and submit to the authority of God and others without conflict. If you do not 
accomplish this journey of development, then you will suffer significant psychological and emotional distress.  

2. Becoming an adult is the process of taking on more and more ___________ and ___________________ as you become old enough to handle them. 
Adults establish a sense of competency over their lives.  

3. Adulthood is ultimately the process of coming out from under the _______________________________ that a child has to parents and other adults 
and coming into an equal standing as an adult on your own.  

4. Jesus modeled ____________________ (Mark 12:14). Jesus did not fear men or need their approval.  
 
MOVING FROM ADOLESCENCE TO ADULTHOOD 
1. The Bible compares childhood to _____________, because a child does not yet legally own his life (Galatians 4:1-5).  
2. The question of any young man moving toward adulthood is “do you have the ___________ to be released from parents to the authority of God and the 

brotherhood of mankind?”  
3. The main issue is “do you feel ________________________ enough in the 5 elements of adulthood to come out from under the one-down position to 

an adult they have had all their life”. You need to feel more of an eye-to-eye equality to other adults, are no longer looking to other adults to perform 
parental functions for them.  

4. Adulthood = Each man is ________________________________ for his own life.  
5. Jesus modeled adulthood by teaching 2 important truths:  

 Come out from under your parent’s authority and give allegiance to God.  

 Thinking needs to shift from rules to principles.  
 
ACTION: Journal This!  

1. With whom do you feel one-down right now?  
2. With whom are you trying to please or gain their approval? 
3. How are your spouse or closet friends functioning as parent figures you the negative sense? 
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WALKING ALONGSIDE POWER 
Summary: The Man who is wise is able to relate to authority on an eye-to-eye level. 

Bible Verses: Ecclesiastes 12:13; Ecclesiastes 8:1-15; Proverbs 9:10; Luke 13:31,32; 

I Kings 18:3,4; Matthew 23:1-10; Mark 12:14; Galatians 4:1-5 
Video Clip: YouTube – “Frost/Nixon (7/9) Movie CLIP - When the President Does It, It's Not 

Illegal (2008) HD” 
Music:  “The Times They Are a-Changin'” performed by Bob Dylan 

Resources:  The Best Question Ever by Andy Stanley and Ecclesiastes 
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Bible Verses 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:12-13 
12-13 But regarding anything beyond this, dear friend, go easy. There’s no 
end to the publishing of books, and constant study wears you out so 
you’re no good for anything else. The last and final word is this: 
Fear God. Do what he tells you. 
 
Ecclesiastes 8:1-15 
1 There’s nothing better than being wise, knowing how to interpret the 
meaning of life. Wisdom puts light in the eyes, and gives gentleness to 
words and manners. 
2-7 Do what your king commands; you gave a sacred oath of obedience. 
Don’t worryingly second-guess your orders or try to back out when the 
task is unpleasant. You’re serving his pleasure, not yours. The king has 
the last word. Who dares say to him, “What are you doing?” Carrying out 
orders won’t hurt you a bit; the wise person obeys promptly and 
accurately. Yes, there’s a right time and way for everything, even though, 
unfortunately, we miss it for the most part. It’s true that no one knows 
what’s going to happen, or when. Who’s around to tell us? 
8 No one can control the wind or lock it in a box. No one has any say-so 
regarding the day of death. No one can stop a battle in its tracks. No one 
who does evil can be saved by evil. 
9 All this I observed as I tried my best to understand all that’s going on in 
this world. As long as men and women have the power to hurt each 
other, this is the way it is. 
10 One time I saw wicked men given a solemn burial in holy ground. 
When the people returned to the city, they delivered flowery eulogies—
and in the very place where wicked acts were done by those very men! 
More smoke. Indeed. 
11 Because the sentence against evil deeds is so long in coming, people 
in general think they can get by with murder. 
12-13 Even though a person sins and gets by with it hundreds of times 
throughout a long life, I’m still convinced that the good life is reserved for 
the person who fears God, who lives reverently in his presence, and that 
the evil person will not experience a “good” life. No matter how many 
days he lives, they’ll all be as flat and colorless as a shadow—because 
he doesn’t fear God. 
14 Here’s something that happens all the time and makes no sense at all: 
Good people get what’s coming to the wicked, and bad people get what’s 
coming to the good. I tell you, this makes no sense. It’s smoke. 
15 So, I’m all for just going ahead and having a good time—the best 
possible. The only earthly good men and women can look forward to is to 
eat and drink well and have a good time—compensation for the struggle 
for survival these few years God gives us on earth. 
 
Proverbs 9:7-12 
7-12 If you reason with an arrogant cynic, you’ll get slapped in the face; 
confront bad behavior and get a kick in the shins. So don’t waste your 
time on a scoffer; all you’ll get for your pains is abuse. But if you correct 
those who care about life, that’s different—they’ll love you for it! Save 
your breath for the wise—they’ll be wiser for it; tell good people what you 

know—they’ll profit from it. Skilled living gets its start in the Fear-of-GOD, 
insight into life from knowing a Holy God. It’s through me, Lady Wisdom, 
that your life deepens, and the years of your life ripen. Live wisely and 
wisdom will permeate your life; mock life and life will mock you. 
 
Luke 13:31-35 
31 Just then some Pharisees came up and said, “Run for your life! 
Herod’s on the hunt. He’s out to kill you!” 
32-35 Jesus said, “Tell that fox that I’ve no time for him right now. Today 
and tomorrow I’m busy clearing out the demons and healing the sick; the 
third day I’m wrapping things up. Besides, it’s not proper for a prophet to 
come to a bad end outside Jerusalem. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killer of 
prophets, abuser of the messengers of God! How often I’ve longed to 
gather your children, gather your children like a hen, her brood safe 
under her wings— but you refused and turned away! And now it’s too 
late: You won’t see me again until the day you say, ‘Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of God.’” 
 
I Kings 18:3-4 
3-4 Ahab called for Obadiah, who was in charge of the palace. Obadiah 
feared GOD—he was very devout. Earlier, when Jezebel had tried to kill 
off all the prophets of GOD, Obadiah had hidden away a hundred of them 
in two caves, fifty in a cave, and then supplied them with food and water. 
 
Mark 12:14 
13-14 They sent some Pharisees and followers of Herod to bait him, hoping 
to catch him saying something incriminating. They came up and said, 
“Teacher, we know you have integrity, that you are indifferent to public 
opinion, don’t pander to your students, and teach the way of God 
accurately. Tell us: Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
 
Galatians 4:1-7 
1-3 Let me show you the implications of this. As long as the heir is a 
minor, he has no advantage over the slave. Though legally he owns the 
entire inheritance, he is subject to tutors and administrators until 
whatever date the father has set for emancipation. That is the way it is 
with us: When we were minors, we were just like slaves ordered around 
by simple instructions (the tutors and administrators of this world), with 
no say in the conduct of our own lives. 
4-7 But when the time arrived that was set by God the Father, God sent 
his Son, born among us of a woman, born under the conditions of the 
law so that he might redeem those of us who have been kidnapped by 
the law. Thus we have been set free to experience our rightful heritage. 
You can tell for sure that you are now fully adopted as his own children 
because God sent the Spirit of his Son into our lives crying out, “Papa! 
Father!” Doesn’t that privilege of intimate conversation with God make it 
plain that you are not a slave, but a child? And if you are a child, you’re 
also an heir, with complete access to the inheritance. 
 
 

 
THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ 
Written and performed by Bob Dylan

 
Come gather 'round people 

Wherever you roam 
And admit that the waters 
Around you have grown 
And accept it that soon 

You'll be drenched to the bone 
If your time to you 

Is worth savin' 
Then you better start swimmin' 

Or you'll sink like a stone 
For the times they are a-changin'. 

 
Come writers and critics 

Who prophesize with your pen 
And keep your eyes wide 

The chance won't come again 
And don't speak too soon 
For the wheel's still in spin 
And there's no tellin' who 

That it's namin' 

For the loser now 
Will be later to win 

For the times they are a-changin'. 
 

Come senators, congressmen 
Please heed the call 

Don't stand in the doorway 
Don't block up the hall 
For he that gets hurt 

Will be he who has stalled 
There's a battle outside 

And it is ragin' 
It'll soon shake your windows 

And rattle your walls 
For the times they are a-changin'. 

 
Come mothers and fathers 

Throughout the land 
And don't criticize 

What you can't understand 

Your sons and your daughters 
Are beyond your command 

Your old road is 
Rapidly agin' 

Please get out of the new one 
If you can't lend your hand 

For the times they are a-changin'. 
 

The line it is drawn 
The curse it is cast 
The slow one now 
Will later be fast 

As the present now 
Will later be past 

The order is 
Rapidly fadin' 

And the first one now 
Will later be last 

For the times they are a-changin'.

 



WISDOM or KNOWLEDGE – Where are you?

"Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we have lost 
in information?" —T.S. Eliot. Knowledge is gathered from learning and education, while 
most say that wisdom is gathered from day-to-day experiences and is a state of being 

wise. Knowledge is merely having clarity of facts and truths, while wisdom is the practical 
ability to make consistently good decisions in life. God desires that your life be a 

masterpiece that reflects His greatness and your uniqueness. But to create a masterpiece 
with your life, you must submit yourself to the hand of the Master. That moment of 
awareness and surrender is the beginning of true wisdom. You must allow God to 

influence each stroke on the canvas of your life. This series will lead you to a path of 
wisdom by considering the Book of Ecclesiastes, movie clips, story, and other resources. 

WALKING ALONGSIDE POWER
Ecclesiastes 8:1-15



DON’T BE DECEIVED BY POWERFUL MEN! 
– Ecclesiastes 8:1-15.

1. Wisdom is the ability to see life from God’s perspective and then to know the best course
of action to take (Eccl. 8:1; Proverbs 9:10). No pledge of loyalty to any power but God can
be absolute, but it can nevertheless be genuine and lawful (Luke 13:31,32). A wise man
respects authority and know how to approach an authority figure (Eccl. 8:1-6).

2. Even with powerful authority, avoid “all or nothing” mentality. Flexibility and prudence
must not be confused with compromise and fear. Even ungodly king Ahab had a righteous
cabinet minister (I Kings 18:3-4).

3. The struggle to understand how God governs the world is real—why does evil sometimes
seems to triumph. Why do cruel men rise to power? Why are wicked men honored in
public? Why are wicked men avoiding punishment? Why do good men suffer while bad
guys do well? (Eccl. 8:9-11).

4. God does set things right and a man should enjoy life and not always brood over evil. Only
God knows what He is doing and why He does it. Solomon concludes that God’s presence
does not shield you from all trouble, but it guarantees you that you will have His power
with which to meet adversity (Eccl. 8:12-15).



RELATING TO AUTHORITY – BECOMING AN ADULT!
Matthew 23:1-10

1. Becoming an adult is the process of moving out of a “one-
up/one-down” relationship and into a peer relationship to
other adults. Becoming an adult is assuming the authority
position of life, an important part of the image of God.

2. Authority involves several facets:
1. Power = right to give commands, enforce obedience, take action, or make final

decisions.

2. Expertise = gifts, abilities, and skills that have been developed over time.

3. Office = a position that has been earned.

4. Influence = positional leadership over others.

5. Submission = the ability to give up rights and serve others.



BECOME AN ADULT – REFLECT THE IMAGE OF GOD!

1. Becoming an adult means you have command over your life and the domain God has given
you, officiate a role or office when asked, influence our of real ownership of something,
have expertise, and submit to the authority of God and others without conflict. If you do not
accomplish this journey of development, then you will suffer significant psychological and
emotional distress.

2. Becoming an adult is the process of taking on more and more power and responsibility as
you become old enough to handle them. Adults establish a sense of competency over their
lives.

3. Adulthood is ultimately the process of coming out from under the one-down relationship
that a child has to parents and other adults and coming into an equal standing as an adult
on your own.

4. Jesus modeled adulthood (Mark 12:14). Jesus did not fear men or need their approval.



MOVING FROM ADOLESCENCE TO ADULTHOOD.

1. The Bible compares childhood to slavery, because a child does not yet legally own his
life (Galatians 4:1-5).

2. The question of any young man moving toward adulthood is “do you have the tools to
be released from parents to the authority of God and the brotherhood of mankind?”

3. The main issue is “do you feel adequate enough in the 5 elements of adulthood to
come out from under the one-down position to an adult they have had all their life”.
You need to feel more of an eye-to-eye equality to other adults, are no longer looking
to other adults to perform parental functions for them.

4. Adulthood = Each man is responsible for his own life.

5. Jesus modeled adulthood by teaching 2 important truths:

1. Come out from under your parent’s authority and give allegiance to God.

2. Thinking needs to shift from rules to principles.



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. With whom do you feel one-down right now? 

2. With whom are you trying to please or gain their approval? 

3. How are your spouse or closet friends functioning as parent 
figures you the negative sense? 


