
"Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?" 
—T.S. Eliot 
 

Knowledge is gathered from learning and education, while most say that wisdom is gathered from day-to-
day experiences and is a state of being wise. Knowledge is merely having clarity of facts and truths, while 
wisdom is the practical ability to make consistently good decisions in life. God desires that your life be a 
masterpiece that reflects His greatness and your uniqueness. But to create a masterpiece with your life, 
you must submit yourself to the hand of the Master. That moment of awareness and surrender is the 
beginning of true wisdom. You must allow God to influence each stroke on the canvas of your life. This 
series will lead you to a path of wisdom by considering the Book of Ecclesiastes, movie clips, story, and 
other resources. 

 
HAVING STUFF IS NOT NECESSARILY A GOOD THING! 
1. Prosperity is _______________________________________________________ (Eccl. 6:1-12). Knowledge says that material blessings are 

always a blessing and that adversity is always a curse. BUT, you cannot necessarily tell God’s frame of mind and a man’s heart through his 
outward condition. The man who has everything!—is he really HAPPY? God frequently gives a man many external blessings—without giving 
him the spiritual taste buds to enjoy what he has. He never seems to appreciate what he has!  

2. The wise man knows to _____________________________________ and to _______________________________ a man who is not 
content or grateful for what he has. The people most often envied are frequently the most miserable people. Solomon reminds us that it would 
have been better for them to have never been born (Eccl.6:1-6).  

3. Wisdom invites you to _________________________________________________________, rather than, have an appetite that is never 
satisfied! But apart from the grace of God, you cannot enjoy working when you are never satisfied (Eccl. 6:7-9).  

4. God has given you what you have for _____________________. Apart from the gift of God, the more you struggle with your condition, the 
more vanity—pride, narcissism, self-importance, conceit, arrogance—increases (Eccl. 6:10-12).  

5. The wise man is able to enjoy what he has because he sees ________________________________________________________________!  
 
HARD TIMES ARE NOT NECESSARILY A BAD THING!  
1. A wise man knows that the day of your death will ____________________________________ (Eccl. 7:1). Consider Philippians 1:21, 3:17-21. 
2. BOTH _____________________ and _____________________ are from the Lord. A man who knows how to grieve will also know the 

meaning of solid laughter. But if a man does know the wisdom of mourning, then no amount of “partying” will fill up his heart  (Eccl. 7:2-4).  
3. _________________________________is necessary—wise men receive well (Eccl. 7:5-6).  
4. ______________________________ can break even a wise man (Eccl. 7:7).  
5. A wise man does not boast before the ___________________________________ (Eccl. 7:8).  
6. A wise man understands how to wait and how to assert himself, BOTH ____________________ and ______________________ are tools in a 

wise man’s hand (Eccl 7:9).  
7. A wise man embraces the “sometimes” ________________________________________ (Eccl. 7:10-12).  
8. Major Point: The ultimate explanation for life is that God does all things to _________________ and _________________________________. 

The Bible affirms God’s sovereignty over all things (Romans 9:20-33). BOTH good days and bad days are from the hand of God (Eccl. 7:13-
15). Consider Job and his wife (Job 2:10).  

 
FAILURE-CAN BE A GOOD THING! 
1. Your failure or another’s failure invites you toward a path of _____________ and ____________________ resolution. Quote by Henri Nouwen.  
2. Failure is a mirror that helps you see!  

 Know ____________. Self-Awareness is critical in your journey (I Timothy 4:16). Failure often reveals how your focus can easily be “what 
you are doing for God” rather than on “what God wants to do in you.”  

 Know _________________. Failure can be God’s means of getting you out of your isolation and loneliness. You must become aware of 
your need for others and the wisdom of receiving counsel from those who care about you.  

 Know ________________. God will use failure as a means to allow you to increase in your intimacy with Him and to shape your life.  
 
WISDOM—TRANSFORMED THROUGH FAILURE! 
1. Failure affects your _______________________. Failure forces you to look internally and see what is happening in your heart. Failure can be 

a touch of grace that gives you time to be more intentionally aware of God’s transforming work in your life—and especially your heart (II 
Corinthians 3:18).  

2. Failure _____________________________________________________________. Quote by Robert Fryling.  
 
ACTION: Journal This!  
1. What is your greatest failure? 
2. How did failure change you? 
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Bible Verses 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:12-13 
12-13 But regarding anything beyond this, dear friend, go easy. There’s no 
end to the publishing of books, and constant study wears you out so 
you’re no good for anything else. The last and final word is this: 
Fear God. Do what he tells you. 
 
Ecclesiastes 6:1-7:15 
6 1-2 I looked long and hard at what goes on around here, and let me tell 
you, things are bad. And people feel it. There are people, for instance, on 
whom God showers everything—money, property, reputation—all they 
ever wanted or dreamed of. And then God doesn’t let them enjoy it. 
Some stranger comes along and has all the fun. It’s more of what I’m 
calling smoke. A bad business. 
3-5 Say a couple have scores of children and live a long, long life but 
never enjoy themselves—even though they end up with a big funeral! I’d 
say that a stillborn baby gets the better deal. It gets its start in a mist and 
ends up in the dark—unnamed. It sees nothing and knows nothing, but is 
better off by far than anyone living. 
6 Even if someone lived a thousand years—make it two thousand!—but 
didn’t enjoy anything, what’s the point? Doesn’t everyone end up in the 
same place? 
7 We work to feed our appetites; meanwhile our souls go hungry. 
8-9 So what advantage has a sage over a fool, or over some poor wretch 
who barely gets by? Just grab whatever you can while you can; don’t 
assume something better might turn up by and by. All it amounts to 
anyway is smoke. And spitting into the wind. 
10 Whatever happens, happens. Its destiny is fixed. You can’t argue with 
fate. 
11-12 The more words that are spoken, the more smoke there is in the air. 
And who is any better off? And who knows what’s best for us as we live 
out our meager smoke-and-shadow lives? And who can tell any of us the 
next chapter of our lives? 
7 A good reputation is better than a fat bank account. Your death date 
tells more than your birth date. 
2 You learn more at a funeral than at a feast—after all, that’s where we’ll 
end up. We might discover something from it. 
3 Crying is better than laughing. It blotches the face but it scours the 
heart. 
4 Sages invest themselves in hurt and grieving. Fools waste their lives in 
fun and games. 
5 You’ll get more from the rebuke of a sage than from the song and 
dance of fools. 
6 The giggles of fools are like the crackling of twigs under the cooking 
pot. And like smoke. 

7 Brutality stupefies even the wise and destroys the strongest heart. 
8 Endings are better than beginnings. Sticking to it is better than standing 
out. 
9 Don’t be quick to fly off the handle. Anger boomerangs. You can spot a 
fool by the lumps on his head. 
10 Don’t always be asking, “Where are the good old days?” Wise folks 
don’t ask questions like that. 
11-12 Wisdom is better when it’s paired with money, especially if you get 
both while you’re still living. Double protection: wisdom and wealth! Plus 
this bonus: Wisdom energizes its owner. 
13 Take a good look at God’s work. Who could simplify and reduce 
Creation’s curves and angles to a plain straight line? 
14 On a good day, enjoy yourself; on a bad day, examine your 
conscience. God arranges for both kinds of days so that we won’t take 
anything for granted. 
15-17 I’ve seen it all in my brief and pointless life—here a good person cut 
down in the middle of doing good, there a bad person living a long life of 
sheer evil. So don’t knock yourself out being good, and don’t go 
overboard being wise. Believe me, you won’t get anything out of it. But 
don’t press your luck by being bad, either. And don’t be reckless. Why 
die needlessly? 
 
Job 2:10 
10 He told her, “You’re talking like an empty-headed fool. We take the 
good days from God—why not also the bad days?” Not once through all 
this did Job sin. He said nothing against God. 
 
I Timothy 4:15-16 
15-16 Cultivate these things. Immerse yourself in them. The people will all 
see you mature right before their eyes! Keep a firm grasp on both your 
character and your teaching. Don’t be diverted. Just keep at it. Both you 
and those who hear you will experience salvation. 
 
II Corinthians 3:16-18 
16-18 Whenever, though, they turn to face God as Moses did, God 
removes the veil and there they are—face-to-face! They suddenly 
recognize that God is a living, personal presence, not a piece of chiseled 
stone. And when God is personally present, a living Spirit, that old, 
constricting legislation is recognized as obsolete. We’re free of it! All of 
us! Nothing between us and God, our faces shining with the brightness 
of his face. And so we are transfigured much like the Messiah, our lives 
gradually becoming brighter and more beautiful as God enters our lives 
and we become like him. 

QUOTES
 
“Forgiveness is to allow the other person not to be God.” - Henri Nouwen 
in Moving from Solitude to Community to Ministry 
 
16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these 
things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers. - 
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) – I Timothy 4:16.  
 
“There is no deep knowing of God without a deep knowing of self and do 
deep knowing of self without a deep knowing of God. - John Calvin in 
Institutes of the Christian Religion  
 

“Lord, grant me a quiet heart that is not distraught with internal regrets or 
frenzied by external circumstances, but rather finds its peace and 
satisfaction in you. Please circumcise my heart from temporal 
attachments and entanglements so that I may love you with all of heart, 
soul, mind and strength, and my neighbor as myself. I pray that you 
would also create in me a burning heart for understanding, obeying and 
delighting in your Word. And grant me a dancing heart of joy that 
engages the world around me with you and your kingdom. Fill me with 
your Holy Spirit that I may lead and serve others with beauty, wisdom 
and purpose as an instrument of your grace to the glory of your name. 
AMEN. - Prayer from Robert Fryling, publisher of InterVarsity Press and 
vice-president of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 

 
YOU’VE GOT TO STAND FOR SOMETHING 

Written by Aaron Tippin and Buddy Brock and performed by Aaron Tippin
 

Now Daddy didn't like trouble, but if it came along 
Everyone that knew him knew which side that he'd be on 

He never was a hero, or this county's shinin' light 
But you could always find him standing up 

For what he thought was right 
 

CHORUS: 
He'd say you've got to stand for something or you'll fall for anything 

You've got to be your own man not a puppet on a string 
Never compromise what's right and uphold your family name 

You've got to stand for something or you'll fall for anything 
 

Now we might have been better off or owned a bigger house 
If Daddy had done more givin' in or a little more backing down 

But we always had plenty just living his advice 
Whatever you do today you'll have to sleep with tonight 

 
CHORUS 

 
Now I know that things are different than they were in Daddy's days 

But I still believe what makes a man really hasn't changed 
 

CHORUS

 



WISDOM or KNOWLEDGE – Where are you?

"Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we have lost 
in information?" —T.S. Eliot. Knowledge is gathered from learning and education, while 
most say that wisdom is gathered from day-to-day experiences and is a state of being 

wise. Knowledge is merely having clarity of facts and truths, while wisdom is the practical 
ability to make consistently good decisions in life. God desires that your life be a 

masterpiece that reflects His greatness and your uniqueness. But to create a masterpiece 
with your life, you must submit yourself to the hand of the Master. That moment of 
awareness and surrender is the beginning of true wisdom. You must allow God to 

influence each stroke on the canvas of your life. This series will lead you to a path of 
wisdom by considering the Book of Ecclesiastes, movie clips, story, and other resources. 

IT’S NOT FAIR – WHERE IS THE JUSTICE?
Ecclesiastes 6:1-7:15



HAVING STUFF IS NOT NECESSARILY A GOOD THING!

1. Prosperity is not necessarily good (Eccl. 6:1-12). Knowledge says that material blessings are always a
blessing and that adversity is always a curse. BUT, you cannot necessarily tell God’s frame of mind and a
man’s heart through his outward condition. The man who has everything!—is he really HAPPY? God
frequently gives a man many external blessings—without giving him the spiritual taste buds to enjoy what
he has. He never seems to appreciate what he has!

2. The wise man knows to guard his heart and to refuse to envy a man who is not content or grateful for what
he has. The people most often envied are frequently the most miserable people. Solomon reminds us that it
would have been better for them to have never been born (Eccl.6:1-6).

3. Wisdom invites you to enjoy what you have, rather than, have a appetite that is never satisfied! But apart
from the grace of God, you cannot enjoy working when you are never satisfied (Eccl. 6:7-9).

4. God has given you what you have for His story. Apart from the gift of God, the more you struggle with your
condition, the more vanity—pride, narcissism, self-importance, conceit, arrogance—increases increases
(Eccl. 6:10-12).

5. The wise man is able to enjoy what he has because he sees all that he has as a gift from God!



HARD TIMES ARE NOT NECESSARILY A BAD THING!
1. A wise man knows that the day of your death will tell the story of how you lived (Eccl. 7:1). Consider

Philippians 1:21, 3:17-21.

2. BOTH mourning and feasting are from the Lord. A man who knows how to grieve will also know the meaning
of solid laughter. But if a man does know the wisdom of mourning, then no amount of “partying” will fill up
his heart (Eccl. 7:2-4).

3. Feedback is necessary—wise men receive well (Eccl. 7:5-6).

4. Suffering can break even a wise man (Eccl. 7:7).

5. A wise man does not boast before the job is finished (Eccl. 7:8).

6. A wise man understands how to wait and how to assert himself, BOTH patience and anger are tools in a wise
man’s hand (Eccl 7:9).

7. A wise man embraces the “sometimes” long road of suffering (Eccl. 7:10-12).

8. Major Point: The ultimate explanation for life is that God does all things to glorify His name and exalt His
majesty. The Bible affirms God’s sovereignty over all things (Romans 9:20-33). BOTH good days and bad days
are from the hand of God (Eccl. 7:13-15). Consider Job and his wife (Job 2:10).



FAILURE-CAN BE A GOOD THING!

1. Your failure or another’s failure invites you toward a path of
maturity and relational resolution. Quote by Henri Nouwen.

2. Failure is a mirror that helps you see!
1. Know Self. Self Awareness is critical in your journey (I Timothy 4:16).

Failure often reveals how your focus can easily be “what you are doing
for God” rather than on “what God wants to do in you.”

2. Know Others. Failure can be God’s means of getting you out of your
isolation and loneliness. You must become aware of your need for
others and the wisdom of receiving counsel from those who care about
you.

3. Know God. God will use failure as a means to allow you to increase in
your intimacy with Him and to shape your life.



Forgiveness is to allow the other 
person not to be God.

Henri Nouwen in Moving from Solitude to Community to Ministry



Pay close attention to yourself and to 
your teaching; continue in these things, 

for in doing this you will save both 
yourself and your hearers.

I Timothy 4:16

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)



WISDOM—TRANSFORMED THROUGH FAILURE!

1. Failure effects your heart. Failure forces you to look internally and
see what in happening in your heart. Failure can be a touch of
grace that gives you time to be more intentionally aware of God’s
transforming work in your life—and especially your heart (II
Corinthians 3:18).

2. Failure changes your life. Quote by Robert Fryling.



There is no deep knowing of God 
without a deep knowing of self and no 
deep knowing of self without a deep 

knowing of God.

John Calvin in Institutes of the Christian Religion



Lord, grant me a quiet heart that is not distraught with internal 
regrets or frenzied by external circumstances, but rather finds its 

peace and satisfaction in you. 
Please circumcise my heart from temporal attachments and 

entanglements so that I may love you with all of heart, soul, mind and 
strength, and my neighbor as myself.

I pray that you would also create in me a burning heart for 
understanding, obeying and delighting in your Word. 

And grant me a dancing heart of joy that engages the world around 
me with you and your kingdom. 

Fill me with your Holy Spirit that I may lead and serve others with 
beauty, wisdom and purpose as an instrument of your grace to the 

glory of your name. 
AMEN. 

Prayer from Robert Fryling, publisher of InterVarsity Press and vice-president of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. What is your greatest failure? 

2. How did failure change you?  


